2106

- Canavian € huviHman,

THE DIVINE ORIGIN AND UNBROKEN

TRANSMISSION OF MINISTERIAL

AUTHORITY.
A Sermon Preached in St. Andrew’s Church,
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Continued.

The Church, thus viewed, is a living or-
ganism, framed and dwelt in by Christ, “From
whom the whole body fitly joined togethsr
and compacted by that which every joint
supplicth, according to the effectual working
in the mcasure of every part, maketh increase
of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.”
loto this body, so constituted - that there
shonld be no schism'® in it, atre we all brought
by Baptism of water and of the apirit; * for
by one spirit are we all baptized in one body,
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we
be bond or free aud having been all made to
drink into one spirit.’*  That Christ lives in
this divine organism is mavifest from the fact,
that it is Ilis body, and that lle is its life—
"I'his conclusion is also evident from the fol- !
lowing passage taken together: * Know ye |
not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is
in you, escept ye be reprobates?* -** Now ye
are the body of Christ, and members in par-
ticular.” . Thus living in the parts, He of
necessity lives in the whole, causing it to be, |

“on account of His presence therein, * the
fuluess of God." Hence the indestructibility
of its slements.  ‘T'he divine clement eannet
fail, neither can the human, because it is
npheld by the divine. For this reason, it
shall continue to the end of time.  No puwer,
created, can destroy the Church; even *“the
gates of hell ehall not prevail against it.”
But the human elément of the Church is com-
posed of clergy and laity, These therefore
cannot fail till time end. According to the
Saviour's worde—*Go ye thercfore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the Name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost; and Lo, I am with you alway, evep
unto the end of the world”—the work of
baptrizing and teaching the nations, ceases uot
till the day of doom, und this uncessing work
necessarily implies that those sppointed and
commissioned of God to perform it, continue
in uniuterrupted succession: the continvity
of the effect proves the continuity of the
vause, even had these conclusive words never
been uttered, * Lo, 1 am with you alway, even
nanto the end of the world.,” But those
words were ditected to the Apostles; the
promise is made to them ; and therefore, they
are to continue to the end of the world.  Our
Lord, it is plain. cannot be always with that
which does not al ways exist. e said to the
Apostles, * Lo, | am with you alway, even to
the end of the world ;" and therefore, if they

" should cease to exist prior to that time, llis

promise would fail, a thing clearly impossible.

Now the original Apostles cannot exist to !

teach and baptize the wnations till the con-
summation of thinge, otherwise thao in their
successors; and hence it is that the Aposto-
lical succession is guarsuied by Christ's
words, and made an abidirg fact of our holy

religion. llis Apostles were undeninbly a

part of that living organism, the Church, and

I1e assures us that they shall alwayg continue

n part of it, to carry oo the work of christian.

1zing the world, ard that He shall always be
with them in their Jabors. Thus viewed the

Apostolical succession grows out of the very

nature of the Church as a living dody, sceing
that the succession if the elements of this
body ie uninterrupted. Chirist, too, has made
it a condition of the work to be done, and the
work to be done ceascs only with time itself,
Then again, to make surety doubly sure, His
promise and presence imparts their own cer-
tainty and permanence: )
On this important subject Bishop Green
has the following weighty remarks :—
** We have now arrived at the stage of our

‘vern his Church,

subject, when it may reasonably be expected
that somcthing shull be said as 10 the means
by which the Church hae preeerved her
corporate powers 3 of in other words, has kept
unimpaired the Divine suthbrity first granted
in the words of the text.

* That the promise * Lo, I am with you
slways even into the end of the world” was
given to the eleven Apostles in their dndivi-
vidual capacily, will hatdly be contended, ox
it is well known that their lives were not ex-
tended beyond the widinary period of life, and
therefore ss individuals they could, in no setise

—That gracious assurance then must have
been giveu them in theis afficial character ;
for in no other sense can it ve found 1o huve
been fulfilled beyond the sge in which it was
delivered. To meet the exigencies of the
Church during their shott lives, the labours
of the Apostles, together with those of the
Disciples, were all sufficient.  But what was
the Church to do ? or who was she to keep
up, after the sword of the persecutor had
drunk their blood ?  Was the commission 10
preach, to baptize, and to govern the Church
0 expire with their short lives 2 1lad sue-
ceeding generations uo need of the helps to
faith and obedience vouchsafed to those who

Lord with their own cyes ?
of proclaiming his gospel, and of converting
and baptizing the wnations to bz buried with
them in their graves®  No.  The commis-

which they were to use as Jong us they lived,
and which they were carefully to transmit
through faithful hands to the generation that
succeeded them.  And thus from age to age
was this 1ivive commission to pass unbrcken
till time should be no Jonger.

“ And as we have seen that the Saviour's
promise could not have been made to the
Apostles merely in their individual character,
so will it equally appear that it had no refer-
ence to the miraculous powers which were
given thewm,

propagation of the Church in an unbelieving
world, and not intended to continue after she
had passed from her state of infancy. Accor-
dingly, we learn from undisputed records
that they passed away with the century which
gave them birth,

“ The application of this promise then can
be found only in the Divine office or commis-
sion which the Apodstles had received from
their Master to exteand, to teach, and to go-
We may, therefore, under-
stand bim as saying to themw, * Having unow
committed to you authority to edify and to
govern my Church in my name, 1 command
you to commit the same to faithful men, as
need may require ; and for your comfort, |
promise that to the very end of the world, I
will, by iny Almighty power, prescrve that
avthotity from being lost or broken ; and I
will, by my Spirit, make it cffectual to the
end for which it is committed unto you.

* Accordingly, we learn from the * Acts of
the Apostles,” that immediately after our
Lord’s ascension into lleaven, Matthias was
chosen to fill the place from which Judas had
fallen. We find also Paul and Barnabas and
Epaphroditus subsequently added to the
number of Apostles or chief governors of the
Church. From the Epistles of St. Paul, we
learn that both Timothy and Titus were
commissioncd to the like office by the laying
on of his hands.—Aud the pages of the early
history of the Church show beyond dispute,
that the greatest care was always taken to
transmit through the order of Bishops, which
had, in all needful avthority, succeeded that
of Apostles, that indentical commission which
was given in the worde of oure text. When
I speuk of Bishops as succeeding in the place
of the tirst Apostles of our Loed, I pray to be
understood.  In the Apostles there may be
said to have resided three gifts of grace ; 1st
that of personal holiness ; 2d, that of witac-
ulous power ; 3d, that of ministerial author-
ity. Now the first of these, personal holiness,
could by no possidility be trauswitted to

ends in the individoal himsclf, and is incapa-
ble of being alienated or Lequeathed.  As to
their miraculous powers, no pretensions is
made to any thing of the kind, nor should it
be thought of for one moment, It is vrly in
theirright and power, under their Great Head,
to govern aud perpetuate the Church, and

{in the superior care rud labour to which they

are called, and in their liability to suffer f.r
her sake: it is in these things, and these one
ly that the Bishops of the Christian Church
have in all subsequent time, even to the pre-
sent day, humbly but firmly claimed to be the
successors of the Apostles.

“ And who will dispute their claim, when
all Scripture example and all Church history
combine to establish it.  Neither your pa-
tience, brethren, nor my strength would
admit of the long train of evidence or * clond
of witnesses” which could be here called in
to establish this claim.

be suid to continue to the end of the world,

sion given them was & sacred trust, or deposit .

These were extraordinary fa-
vours and privileges necessury to the first |
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it in the fear of God, that no important fact

ourown ‘This is what we mean by the
talked of, sud wuch derided, but seldom
seriously considered, and therefore but litde
understood—which may be new to the cars
of some that hear me, and painful 10 others,
but which, nevertheless, is one of God's own
truths ; a truth that was never qucstioned
during the first fifteen hundred years ot the
Church’s existence : and which, even now,

had the additional privilege of xecing the | in this age of division and manworship and
Was the work ! self-will, is acknowledged and practised by
I nearly nincteen-twentieths of the Christian

world.
' To be continued,
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Lowgrt, Aug. 10, 1449,

Dr. 3. C. Aver: 1 have heen cured of the worst cough
over had in my life, Ly your ** Cuexny Prevonat,” sud
never fail, when 1 have an opportunity, of recommending
it to others.

Yours respectfully,
S, D EMERSON
45+ Read the following. and see i this medicine Is worth
atoml. This patient had Lecome very feeh'e, and the eflvie
« 1the medicine was unmistakeably aietinet s —
Unitep STates HOTEL, SARATOGA SPRI‘GR
July 5. 1849 )

Dr. 3. C. Ayer,—8ir: | have been afflicted with a pain
ful afl. ction of the lungs, and all the symptoms of settied
consumptio v, for mcre than u yesr. 1 could find 10 medi-
cloe that would reach my case, unti} 1 commenced the use
of your ** CHerry PreToRral.” which gave me groduat
rehiet, and b have beers steadily gainiug my strength till py
health is well nigh restored.
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Y C. Ayer,~Sir: 1 was tahen with a terrible cough
breught on by a cold. in the beginning of last February,
and was confined to my bed more than two menths.
Coughing fucessantly night and day, 1 became ghastly st
pale, my eyes were sunken and glassy, and my breath very
short,  Indeed, 1 was rapidly falling, and in such distrese
fur beeath, that Lut little hope of my recavery eonld be
entertamed  While it t1 (s situation, » frfend of mine, (the
Hev. John Lelter, of the Methodlst chureh) brenzht me a
botite of yeur Cugray Prevorat, which 1 tried more 1o
gratify him, than from any expectation of obtaminbig redief.
Ve pood ¢ffect inducesd me to continne it uge, xnd 1 soon
found my health mueh improved.  Neow in three months®
1 am well and atrong, and can attribute my cure only (0
yonr great medicine.

: Witls the deepest gratitvdea, vonres, ¢,
JAMES GODFEY.
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