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Sir Walter Scott first attracted the
attention of the literary world when
he published his poewm, *'The Lay of
the Ilast Minstrel.” Little did  he
drean at that time of the fame that
awunited him  in after years, While
Reott produced more perfected com-
positions, never did he, cither iy
verse or Iin prose, steike g truer note
than when he gave the world o pic-
ture of the lust of that long Tine ut
Scottisl: burds, whose mission it was
to cmbalm in song the hopes, pleas-
ures, aspirations and sentiweuts  of
the people, to preserve the traditions
of the mice and to hand them down
from  generation o generation, o
embellish tho history of the land and
rescue  from oblivion many of its

. most sacred pages. It is remarkable
how fond the reading public always
has Deen of (he last of every race,
or country, or species, or cutegory,
And auwthors have nob fuiled to svize
upon ihis peculinar tendency of the
human mind to build up reputations
and popularity for themselves. Cooj-
er made his master-stroke swhen he
entitled one of lis works *“The l.asg
of the Mohicans,” Bulwer Lytton
wuas so encouragcd by the suecess of
his  “‘Last Days of Pompeii,'’ that
we find him writing “The Last of
:,h.e Barons™; *“The Last of the Suxan
Kings,”” “The Last of the Romanlri-
bunes.”” In a word we fecl 3 curious
and half melucholy pleasure
reading the “last words,” cither
ghoken or  writivn, of gome zreat
person, the last book of some author,
the story of the lamt of some race,
some class of met, some line of once
famous or conspicupus personiges.
We socem 0 be present at the pars-
ing of something that has interosted
the world, but can mnever wrain
awaken its interest.

Like the Scoteh, the Irish had  a
special clasy of bards whose place

in the history of the country is of
the greatest importance, For long

generations they were the historiaus

of the people, As a rule they woere
both  musicians  and poets. As we
trace them down the ages, from the

carly  Druid Bardy to the modern
poets, we find the race, or caste un-
derguing remurkable changes.  The
times changed, amd they changed
avith them' —to paraphrase [orace,
They might be divided into distine-

tive categories, cach succeeding  one
reioiinge . supreme for a certuin prer=

iod. But the study of their varivus
peculiaritios, characteristices. and
methods of expression would he both
absorbingly interesting and indefinite-

long. From Ossian to Keegan's -
titious  “‘Ceough  the Piper.,”  and

from that wundering minstrel 1o the
poets of the middle of this century,
wo have kaleidoscopic changes sutli-
cient to sutisfy the mind of the most
interested student of Irigsh nmusic and
song.

Of one category of Irish Bards, the
fammous Carolan wus certainly  the
last of ronowm. A writer from Cork,
in an Irish exchange, recently gave
the following short sketch of  the
blind minstrel of 1nnisfail :

“The last und greatest of the Irish
bards was Curolan the Blind, who
flourished in the middle of the sev-
erteenth century. He was al oncee a
poet, o musician, a composer, il
sung’ s own  verses to hiy harp.
Ilis songs in general may be compar-
€@ to those of I'indar, as they have
frequently tho same tlights of imoag-
ination, and uare composcd to flatter
some nmgn of fortune upon some e
cecllenee of the same Nind, In ihese
one wan is praised for the excetlenee
of hig stable, as in Pindar, another
for his hospitadity, a third for the
beauty of his wife and childrver, and
i fowrth for the antiquity of his -
ily. Whenever any of the original na-

tives of distinetion were asscinbled
at feasting or revelling Carolan was
wencrally there, wlhiern b
avag always reasiy to
celcbrate their praises. [ seemed

by nature formed for lris profession ;
for as lhe wus bhorn blind, s0 also e
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thinking, which gave his cntertainers
infinite satisfaction. Being once ut
the  house of an  Irish nobleman,
cwhere there was w musician preseat
,Who swas eminent in his profession,
“Carolan  immediately challenged bim
110 o trial of skill, Whe noblemun per-
cstaded  the' musician to aceept  the
(challenge, and he uccordingly played
over on his fiddle the fifth concerto
of Vivaldi. Carolan, immediately tak-
ing up his harp, played over the
whole pieze after him withouy miss~
ing o note, though he had jover
heard ¢ before, whick produced some
surprise; but their cgtonishment voas
increased when he agsured themn  he
could make & concerto in the sdae
i tuste  himself, which he inswuntly,
fecomposed, and that with suen e}.jrit,
and clegance  that it may comjuire
avith the finest zompositions of fualy,
His death ~was not less rouwmetable
than his Iife. Homwr was tever more
fond of a glass than  he, lle would
drink whole pints of usquebiugh, and
a8 he used to think, without any il

consequence, HHis intemperance, how-
ever, in this respect at  length
brought on an incurable disorder,

and when just at the poiat of death
he  called for o cup of his heloved
liquor. Those whou were standing
round him, surprised at the deyjuand
endeavored Lo porsuade him Lo the
contrary, but he persisted, and when
the bow] waz brought to him he at-
tempted to  drink, but cowld not —
wherefore, giving away the howl, he
observed with a smile that jt would
be hardt if two siuck friends as he
and  the cup, should puart, at least
without Kkissing, and then cxpired.”

all that this writer

While SUN S
about Cyrolun mety He true, still we
turn from his sscteh with  avyvthing

but a pleasant feeling. He seewy to
attribute greater importance to pet-
ty dotails that sveve to perpetiarte
tho memory of the Bard's {velings,
than to that portion of him whien

nst. survive.  With his  individual
shortecomings  wo of this genesation

have long
disposedor
il

have little coucern; thev
dinee beon dealt with and
by his  immmediate swrroundings

those  whowm  they wficcted—il they
ever afected any person. But what
fhe has  left 1o his country as i pre- !

cious gift and to his fellow=country-
e, for all future time, as a fegacy,
jare  his compositions,  be they  an
words ox in music. What intercsts Us
in Carolan is the vecord of what he
had done to preserve Iridgh traditious
and to  Keep alive the literature
which was perishing under the babe-
ful influehce of persecution. It jy of
no consegueice 1o uyg whether or not
he was fond of usquebaugh; but it
is of the tirst importunce for us e

know that in musical composition
this Trish  ministrel equalled Lhe
tirst  and greatest musicians of  1t-

aly and France, that in lyric poetry
this Irish bard ranked with the fore-
most poets-of medieval ages and  of
antiquity,

Pessibly not five in every hundred
of our people know anything about
Ccarolan; mot five in every  thousancd
of strangoers te our race hive ever
Pheard of aim. Of that five per cent.
[fﬂll!'. at least, know him through his
| magnificent productions and the in-
l‘ﬂucnce he exercised on his genern-

tion; the other one way have an idva
thut personilly he was givin to en-
.jll_\'lnu.‘nlh' thitt merely serve to <how
him in aceord with the customs  of
his day. Yet if we have occasion ta
dwell  upon the  s#ubjiet of his {ife;
waorhs qud influence, the vast major-

itv of us will be inclined to dwell
more  fully upon his privite hahits
than upon his national achievements,

This is an evil somewhat charactor-
istic of wevery  race, but evidently
very pronounced among  our people,
All that wias mortal of the bard has
forgotter two cen-

been buried and
turies and  more ago; all {hat was
immortal in the poet survives—and

it is that which we enjoy and that
alone which we should seek (o pre-

was  possessed  of an awtonishing J serve and perpetuate for the glory of
memory, and a fucetioud turn  of J the 0ld Land.

Notes of Irish News.

FROM OUR EXCHANGES.
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It is always gratifying to record
Irishimen's successed abroad. The
“Kalgoorlic Muil,’' to hand contains
an appreciative notice of the recent
election Lo tho- Legistutive Assembly
of Mr. Frederick Wm. Moorheud, «
native of King's County, where he
avas born thirly-eight years ago.

Milksadulteration is a contenruable
species of fraud. but when practised
to the extent indulged in by one ui
the residents ef Redmond's-hill,
Dublin, it becomes criminal in tha
highest degree. This Jady adulternted
‘milk to the extent of 51 per cent.
The fine of £10 inflitted at the South-
arn Court{ erred rather on the side of
lenicney.

An Athy man pamed Kealy has so
liftle respect for a Coroner’s (ourt
of inquiry that quite recently ' he
flouted an order calling for his atien-
dance as juror, The coroner fined
him  £20, which, on being appraled
to, he reduced to £2. Kenly will he
a zenlous and conscientious juror at
the next inquest.

The parishioners of the late Nev.
J. Byrne, C.C.,Bagnalstown are ahout
{0 perpetuate by o splendid monun-
ent  the memory of that devored
priest, and the great services which
ha rendered the district during a
lengthened and glorious ministry.

It  may not be gonerally known
that the doath of Mr. Bryan Mac-
Sheehy, Hoad Inspector under  the
_National Board of Eduéation, marked
the oxtinction of one of the finest

and bruvest of the old Kerey fim-
lies. Another old clan of the “King-
dom’ was that of the MacSweeneys,
who with their neighbers the Mac-
Sheehys, made local history as far
back as the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries.

Very deop and widespread regret is
folt in Tipperary at the dezease of
Father Crowe, the estesmed and von-
erable pastor of Cappawhite. He was
o Kindly adviser to the poor and un
ideal priest.

—
, Mrs. Daniel Daly,Dromeollowaer was
! found dead in her bed,denth resulling
, from disease of the hearl. It is wor-

i thy of note that her daughter, AMies
Maggic Daly, was one of the lady
lenguors armested in 1882, and con-

fined in Limerick gaol.

i

oo .

i A fire Dbroke out in the extensive
U premises of Modgins and Company,
Nenaghl, eoxtending to neighhoring
buildings, with the result that an on-
tire Dblock of business premises were
destroyed. The fire appliances were
utterly incapable of coping with the
conflugrution, which caused damuge
to the extont of about £20,000.

The dead Dody of Thomas Moylwn
wus  found near his residence, Kil-
meedy, Pallas, County Limerick. 1t
pore marks of violence, nnd sugp:
iony as to foul play were immoedinie-
aroused. The polico arc investigating.

According to the ‘Killarney I'cho’”
Lord Castlerosse has givon =otice of
‘motion to the County Couneil

for |

Ioa-dsirip's

hand mar report - his
““eloquent flashes of silence !'” -

A passing  train killal Jahn #pil.
lane, an old man of TO ynars, on
lthe Waterford #nd Limerick  line, |
 ahout g mile from Thurles. The cor- |
Poner's jury declared Spillane was |
kiled in the oxceution of s duty,
and recommended his witdow 1o the |
favorable consideration ©f the ruil- |

way com pany.

A sworn jnquiry was held ant Ban-

don, into & demand for ‘the closibhy
of the Rathclarin- graveyanl, Populur
feeling was strongly opposed 1o the
application, and Canan 'owell, the |
Protestunt rector, wid warmly fuv-
ored the closing of the wroumls, was
the recipient of several hosiile  de-
monstrations {from « large crowd
who kept shouting and hooting out-
gido the rooms in Whith the ingaty
was being conducted.

His many, {riends -vill hear will
regret that JMr. James Long, J.9. |
and Vice-Chairmans of the Cori Coun-:
ty Council, was taken seriously il |
while atternding the Skibilereen uar-
ter Sessions. Ho is now well an 11e
road to mending, amdl all National-
isty will join in wishiny that 1he re-
covery will be speedy und completae.

A  pauper resident of the Tniis
workhouse is John Tligsins, But be
can scarcely bo termed ; jpawper, in-
asmuch as he holds the property. ior
which gn offer of over £100 has been
made. Higgins is of unsound mind,
and the puardiavs, acting much as i |
in loco parentes, have tecided to in-
stituto proceedings wnereny the £100
which is likely to be necepted,  will
go towards his mainteaance in the
workhouse. 3

Tho sucapades of the rebel mules
Ladysmith  have apparently  teen )
forgotten ut the War Oilice, which is |
still sending emissaries in all direc- |
tions snapping up oll such spocime’s
of the mule as they can discover, At
Thurles fair, Mr, Widier, the  weoll-
known Wateriord dealer, acting  on g
the purt of the authorilivs. 1aok over |
a lurge number of uniles far 1enauili-
ate shipment to the Transvaal.

The Irish chapion long-distanee
runver, (’Neill, of Adare, has agaan |
fgiven preof of il ability to wmitet !
"and defeat all comers by the manmer
in which he showel his heels ¢ the |
great English suaner, Leo fturet, at
Ashton-under-I.yne, on Sawurday. In

a five miles’ race (he Liaerick man |
had the issue abways o bang,  and |
won  with consumate  edse by 50
yards. |

—_—
Ivery man's house s his castle
and looking upor. his homestead  in
this light. Mr. John Tyren. of Bally-
du, County Waterford. 1aiking exum-

ple by the Mullingar fight. has  ihe
Green  Flagp now  f!ying fion, his
chimuey. It is Lo bz btooed that the

not

High Sheriff of the voungy will
feel himself called on to interfere.

——

AMr. John D. Cusack, of Limwrick.
whose father is an ex-Mayor of thitt
city, wag mulcted in £150 dumages
in a breach of promise suit hrought
against him by Miss Mary Anne
T.ambert, daughter of a small Coun-
ty Wexford farmer. Tha defendunt’s
letteras  road in  court caused the
greatest laughter, the plaintiff being
addressed by him as ““My Dear Ilit-
le Kid.”

After  the meeting of the Galway |
Board  of Guardians, Mr. Patriek |
Ryan, 1ME.G,; accompanicd by Mr. !

('o=telln, P.L.G.; were driving home. §
when they were fired at on g lon2'y

part. of the road. Three shots were |
tired, but the occupants of the cari
were umniured, No motive can I-ol

is

traced for the occurrence, which

: Ireland,

| by reason of his handwriting,

in, John Dl'Aroe, of Donagh, near
Newtonbutler, thought it would be
well to come back tg hig nalive
place, Last Thursdey he landed in
and proceceded at , once
homewards. And  tragic to tell —
whon withinhalf a mile of hiz home
fie 1ell down on the roadside and ex-
pired.

Addressing the hoys of the Bal-
moral Industrin! School, the Marquis
of Dufferin gnd Ava, dwelt on the
importance of cultivating good
bondwriting, and instanced the case
whom, out of a

of a gentleman,
thousand applicants he had many
yoars ago seclected as his sccrelary

and
who now occupied a position of the

i greatest interest and importance.

Another step towards the realisa-
tion of ‘“The Land for the l’eople.”
The tenants on the HopeScott es-
tate, Ballyhcane, County Mayo, have

I concluded the pwrchase of their hold-

ings —and at fairly satisfactory

terms too.

similar piece of good newy
comes from Killawallu, wherc the
tenantry, by agrcement with ILord
Avonmore, can boast of posscssion of

their lands.

A

It is said that the tenants on the
ostate of Mr. James J. Alcorn, J.1°.,
at Balrobuckberg, near Hecadford,
Co. Galwal,have availed themselvesol
the Purchase Acts, and at figures
totalling out, on an average, seven-
teen to eighteen years’ purchaosc have
bought out their little holdings. The
figures are eignificant as showing
that the valuc of land must have ap-
preciibly increased in these districts.

Another report says that the Con-
gested Districts' Bourd iz busy pur-
chasing grazing furms, and dividing
them among the people. In Mayo the
Ballymacragh and Huncomb farms
have been siripped and report thas
it that Aughadrinagh will be similar-
ly dealt with. Houses are ulso bheirg
built to relieve the congestion on a
number of estates.

The Castlebar Guardians and Dis-
trict Couneil have joined in the univ-
ersal expression of regrel evoked by
tho premature demise of Dr. Willium

| D'Exeter Jordan, a highly respected

gentleman, and a thorough National-
ist.

Dublin Castle thinks fhe state of
Mayo so alarming that it ig really
necessary with all possible haste to
divide the county into two ridings.
in charge of two county inspectors,

The Tuam Gaelic League is one of
the most industrious and successful
of the bodies formed in Ireland for
the revival of the old tongue. Thu
committee hope ta give o further im-
petus to its good work, if, as they
expect, Dr. Hickey, professior of Irish
at Maynooth, can be induced to les-
ture in Tuam.

The doctors of the T.ou-
ghrea  Workhouse presented  an
alarming report concerning

the condition of the workhouse fever
hospitial, in consegnence of whicel ta-
thing like the requisite care could e
devotod to the unfortunate patients.

of water.
for that, and they wwisely look no
farther. Thiy looks hard, if this short
transitory phase of existeace called
““life”” wers the beginning wul the
end of gll. But it is not; it is bui the
initiatory scene in the great drama
of human, ec¢ndless existence. The
time will come when ine ualitices
will be levelled down, ITe who judges
the Providence of God by what he
gsees in this world, its wickerinessand
inequalities, is like the ilmpatient
critic who judges -the morits of a
drama after the curtains falls ¢n the
first ocene, where the victim and the
villain have been introduccd and the
villain has the best of it. Yo lLoth
critics we say, wait; let the play be
played out, and lot the curtain full
on the last act. Then you will be
competent to judge of the plan of
the author, and only then.

In the meantime men should teler-
ate with equanimity the inconveni-
cences of this life ag the traveller ac-
cepts tho annoyamces of travel on
his way home.

Can the man of the bench or with
the hoe advance- Lo greater religicus
perfection ?

Yes, with the grace of God, he
can —that is, if he be not already
pericct, a saint—which is not likely.
There are fewer stumbling Vdocks in
tho way of kis progress tu perfection
and sulvation than there are in the
way of the rich and idle class. Mis
labor affords an outlet %0 unergies
which in idleness would cxhaust
themsolves in the sinful gratification
of the passions. Watt sang : "There
always is zomemischicffor idle honds
to do."” Labor gives the exercise ne-
cossary to good health; it gives a
good appetite, good digestion and
rofreshing sleep. By this cxample,the
prudent, indugtrious, temperate
workman’s children learn to he sell-
supporting, and ir his old age the._\r
are his consolalion. How ruraly is
that the case with thoze who otre
rich enough Lo lead idle awl purpese-
less lives ?

Labor is honorable.
most pernicious results of our
tem of sccular cducution is that

Oneg of the
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are beyond the reach of ilie great
mass of pupils, and unfits they, for
the plain, prostic, everyday ditiesng
the average man's lifo—and mosy of
uy are average. A genius is gn oxC -
tion, and the rule and law of iy
are for the average, and Not for |yg
excoption. The schools, as they uy
unfit the plowhoy fon the plow, ang
do not {fit Lim for a profession g
which it inspires him. It destroyy o
good and useful plowman to make g
poor and ugelesy lawyer or doctor:
it disjoints him from the em'iron:
ments to which he is Ly nuturg ag-
apted, and makes his future haphg-
ard. IL takes the girl from her honesy
though humble home and mukes hep
dream that she is to dwell in marhle
halls, The dream is blasted by thp
gtern realitics of life, and by her in-
adequacy for higher things than do-
mestic labor. Thero are, of course,
exceplions in the caze of both boyg
and girls, but the average is as we
have depicted it.

Second—1Is there a God ? Yoes. And
it is the highest wisdom Lo shape
our life's conduct with that fact al-
ways in view. As to the evils that
exist, we have said above about all
wo can say within the limits of a
newspaper ticle. Do nol judgo the
drama by the first scene.

Third—Is life worth living ¥ Most
assuredly, if it is rightly lived. Our
life is not our owmn; we did not ecarn
it or doserve it in any way. God
created it, and it is MTis, and, being
His, we should use it toward the
end for which He hrought it into be-
ing. That end is worth living and
suffering for. We are here like sol-
diers placed on guard duty. Wo must
do that for which wo aro placed

here, and not desert our beat until
recalled. The soldier, who deserts his
post of duty is a cowurd, a traitor,
or ingane.

If your mind koeps puzaling itscl
over the question. ls life worlh liv-
ing 2 It is a sign that your liver is
in bad going order, and you should
take some anti-bilious remedy. Or,
perhaps, it is dyspepsia, and then
you should consult a physician.

He asked for immediate and extensive |

repairs, which the guardians granted
on the spot.

Bliss TI. Nolam, i Trales lady, has
left that town to join the Order
Dominican  Nuns 1 South
with the parpose of helping that
brave community in bringing relief
and help to the wounded in the war
at present devastating Austral Afr-
ich. -

SOME QUESTIONS

A correspondent asks these -ques-
_tions. We do not know that we
answer them all to his satisfuction,
but wa can, at least, tulk ot them a
little.

caanl

They are: First —*'Is there wny
chutwe for the uverage Ameripan
wonkingman to advance f[rom ipe

work bench to u higher and religious
life? . Sccond—1Is there o God ? Con-

| special talent in this or thav diyev-

sidering all the sin committed now ;-
days there seems {o be none. ‘I'hird—-
Is lifo sworth living »

To answer thesc questions thor-
oughly it would bé¢ necessury 1o
write o book on each Ong of them,
Ag to tho first, we helicve there ig n,
place in the world where Lhe atverase
workingman has a better chance to
improve his worldly condityn than
in the United States. He has not the
fixed idea  of social cast—so proval-
ent in Wurope—to contend ugainst.,
Thore is mo socinl or political bar-
rier to paralyze his eiforts ar check
.hig reasonable ambition, With lwalih,
industry, sohriely, cconoiny and per-
severiance, there is no position iy life
that he may not aspire to if he have
the talent to justify such aspiration.
HHonest and continued effort wil! com-
mand attention and rospect, il
these will tend to open ways for [us
wdvancement. '

But liere comes u difliculty, 15 1Le
workman shows thut he possesses a

tion above the work-bensh beforc
him, you will say that he is ot un
average workman; that he is above
the aviemage. We might point to Lin-
coln, the rail dplittey; to Uarfiel,l.
the mule-driver on the toe-path; to
Johnson, the tailor; to General! und
Governor Banks, the cotton spinner;
to Clay, the mill boy of the Hnshas:
to Franklin, the journeyman prinler:
to Jockeon, the poor widow’s son of
Waxbkam; to Vanderbilt; the ferry-
manw; (o Astor, the peddler; tc Lou-

OFTEN ASKED.
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bet, the French peasant, now 1'vesi-
dent of France, and to others, vou
will immediately say that their tal-
entd in their variouy directions prow-
ed that they weroe above the Lvetayge
workman, So, when o woarkuun
works himself beyond the bench he
is not an averaige workman. Now, if
every one who gets heyond the bench
does not, from that fact, belong to
the class of average workmen, it fol-
lows that the avernge workman con
nevor gel above the Lengck,

Then by average workman, we
presume you mecan one who has the
ability to do well the work he is ut,
and no talent for anything peyon.l it,
Ho who is ambitious to do what bhe
has nmol the ability to do always
must reconcile himself to the failure
that is sure to follow. Il¢ js like {he
pint measure that attempty to holad
the quart, or the frog that huret
himself trying to be as big as un ox.
Ag a consequence of this fact, {he
wise man will make the lintit of his
ability the limiL of his ambition. )}
course, it takes a wise man o dn
this, for most men who are other-
wise put no limit to their capueily,
and therefore none to their ambivion,
The result is discontent, the sense of
failure. The old saw, “Ne sutir ultra
crepidam’-—let ihe cobbler stick 1o
his last—bhas a good deal of sound
philokophy in it that the avergge
man can use with bencfit to himself
and pleasure to others.

The best philosophy is 1o Lty o 1e
content with our environments as
long as they are not sinful. Fretiing
is tho most unprofitable employient
o man can gpend hig time zt It in-
ducos fever and consequont irritation
of tho nerves. It does not fill the
lnrde.r. or pay the rent. Ho who ficis
his discontent by thinking what =
wonderfully great man is suceessful-
1y hidden under his jacket, and what
a great mun the world would Jis-
cover if he had some other calling in
life, is, as a rule, an unmitigated

of N
Africa.  his pleasing surprise to see hing jn o
! florid

! late

THE CONDITION OF THE LOPE,

The astonishing improvem:nt, heth
in physical health and personal -
pearance, verified in the Holy Fuath-
er within the last eight months, sars
the Roman correspondent of the
Brooklyn Lagle, is a constant rourte
of wonder to all who have the Lup
piness to approach him. This truly
marvellous amelioration is even morn
appavent to these foreign porelates,
now on the visit, ad liminia,
have been severul years without eee-
ing the soverign Pontiff. ke Bishop
of Saint-Brieuc openly leclares that
all those who assured kim that the
Tope haud never been in belier }(-u]t_h
than at present, were perfectly in
the right. Oune would say he was re-
juvenized by at least twenly yeurs
his fuce is far less emacinted; his
bright and penetrating cyes sparkle
cven more vividly than of yore, lL.co
XIII. in his present coaditicas of
mind and body may very probably
reach his hundredth year of mortal
life. The Bishop of Indianipolis,
Mgr. Chatard, who was admitiwl to
pontifical audience Iriday, October
27, pronpunced much the same ap-

27,

preciation of the wonderpfully o! usg

w0

appearance, due allowanced  being
mads for his advanced age, of  the

Vicur of Chrigt; another forciwn par-
received in audience cvould ol
refriin from expressing to the Pope
Wil

& state of health, to

"1fis Holiness made answer :

s quite trae; ohave pese Leen
in such good health, 1 cannot hat e
inclined to  believe that 'rovidence
really wizhes it to be so. since pyvery
acer that has been added to yhose
gone before, instead of weighing up-
on my shoulders, scem to relieve of a
hurden. Certainly,”” added
the Holy ¥ather, “at the time of my
election 1 did not indeced think [
should occupy the chair of P'eter fur
50 lomg o spuce of yearw.''

His physical improvement is especi-
ally manifest in his walk and bear-
ing; prior to Lhe surgical operution
of lust Spring the Iope walkad
somewhat bent, slightly inclined to
the left side; since the remuval of
that troublesome eyst, ho walks up-
right, with firm and rapid step, and
it is a rare thing for him to lean
either on the arm of an attendant
or on his favorite cane. The vory
pergons who constuntly surround the
Holy Father and see him daily are
amazed at this return of juvenile
Vigor to His Iloliness, who is now
ihe last survivor of tho older genera-
tion of the long-lived LVccei fumily,
his sister-in-law, wijdow of his bro-
ther, Count John Baptist Pececi, dy-
ing in Carpineto, October 6, ult.
During the fierce heat of last sum-
mer, whon even {ihc most robust,
wilted under the trying influence of
the dog star, the Lope worked away
cheerfully and made
work likewise far into Lhenight. It
i3 no uncommon occurrence for ilis
Holiness, when sleepless, to give
vent to his poetical vein, which in-
variably pesulls in issuing of sum-
mons oither {0 his private sccretary,
Mgr. Angeli, or to the vice-sceretary
of state and bymmogruphar (o the
Holy Sce, Mgr. Tripepi, to attend
upon their august master and wmake
note of his improvised versea.

According ta the putient and ru-
dite researches of a distinwcuishel -
alian ecclesiastic, the reigning sove-
reign Ponliffi stands sixth in the
rank of Papal longevity, the oldest
T'ope on record heing St. Agatho,who
died in 082, aged 107 years; next in
order comes Uope Gregary 1X., elect-
ed to tho pontificate when over &0
years of age, who died in 13E1, aped
99 youars. No other of the 263 suc-
cessors of St. Peter has ever puseed
the age of 03. Pope T.eo NITL fur-
ther ‘stands No S in the list of pro-
longed pontificates, Tt is likewise
noted- as o curious phenomenon that,
contrary to ordinary probabilities,
thoso Topes clected in comparative
youth had all relatively short ponti-

his seervtaries |

ficates; whereas those Topes more
advanced in years, called to still
fiercer combats, such  ad Pius VI,
Pius  VII., Alexander 11}, Pius INX.
and T.eo NXIIT. have all held o long-
er term of oftice. Yope leo XI1II,
conseerated  Archbishop of Damiata
in 1843, at the age of 33 years, is
the schior bishop of all Christiani-
ty, and the last of the promotion of
Pope Gregory XVI., while having
heen created Curdinal by Pope Pius
IX., Decomber 19th, 1852, he is also

the doyen of «ll cardinals through-
out the world. The bishop next in
mnk by sceniority of promotion iy

Mgr. Joscph Strossmayer, precanon-
ized DBishop of Sirmium, May 10

1850. ,
SUCOESSFUL EDITORS.

e ——

A good oditor, or competent tews-
paper conductor, is like a general
poet, born not made. Exercise und
experience give facilily, but the rual-
ification ig innate, or it is never
manifested. On the Tondon daily pa-
pers all the great historians, novel-
[ ists, poets, essuyists, and Writeps of
"travels, have heen tried, und nuurly
levory one has failed, **L ean,” said
fthe former editor of the F.ondon
(Times, ““find any nmmber of wmen of
igening to write for me, but very
rseldomm one man of commnon sense,
lNem‘l,\' all suceessiul cditors are  of
I thig description. A good editor :el-
dom writes much for his paper; b
reads, judges, svlects, dictate= alters
and combines, and 1o do all this well
he has bhut little  time for roniy osi-
tion. ‘To write for a paper i. one
thing—»to edit o paper is anoiher.” -
Weekly Boqguet.

The divorce evil seems to grow with
every year. 7,500 divorces were granted
in the State of Ohio last year. We agree
that there are faults on hoth sides, but the
great problem is: Are those faylts remedi-
able? Toa great extent there is no doubt
the conditions which result in divorce may
be remedied. Given a dyspeptic husband
and a wife suffering from female trouble
and we have the ready made elements of a
divorce case. In view of the facts there
can be very little doubt that many wommen
look forwatd to divorce only because they
seek relief from obligations they do not
fecl fitted to fulfill.  Women are not to
blame. They have looked forward to their
home life as a dream of paradise. ‘Then
discase contes like a serpent and destroys
all happiness.

Waonten who suffer with debititating
drains, mﬂammthn. ulceration, female
trouble and bearing down pains, will find
certainn relief and cure in Doclor Pierce’s
Favorite Prescription, It so invigorates
the organs peculiarly feminine and regn-
lates their functions that they are estab-
lished in a perfectly healthy condition.
The ?ld_ lightness of heart comes back;
there's light in the eyes and a smile on the
lips. The old irritation and nervousness
are gone, and the husband comes to his
hounie as a haven of rest and comfort.

"I was troubled with female wenkness, and
after taking thiree bottles of Dr, Pierce's Favor-
ite Prescriplion T am free from paing," writes
Mrs. May E. Jones, 529 Madison Ave,, Ypsilanti,
Mich. “1 had suffered for two'ycars when I
began taking your medicine. I conld not walk
acrass iy room without suffering dreadful paina,
Now I do all my housework and walk where I
please—thaniks to Dr. Pierce’s medicine,”

MENEELY BELL COMPANY

TROY, NY., and
177 BROADWAY, NEW YORLK City.

Manufactore Superior Church Balls.




