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"THE POWER OF
THE CONFESSIO

NAL

{BY OUR SPECIAL REPORTER.)

At Hizh Maes on Sunday last the
Rev. Father Dipaban, O.P., «ne of the
missiunaries nuw preaehing the retreat
%2 the young wumen and y.ung men
of St. Patrick’s Church delivered the
following el.xuent discvurse .o “The
Confessi nzl" befure a l:rge cungre-
gatiom:

The lLlev. preacher tuck f-r Lis text,
St. Matthew, chap ix--- the stury of
the lhealinr, by Jfesue, of the 1mun
stricken with the p.lsy. He szid:

“Duricgy the pat week, my der
friends, we have bewn preaching ab ut
the d ctrine, or at least the lLaptism.
of penuuce, fur the remissi @ of sins:
and we lhave to say further, that the
preachiog  has  brought forth  fruit,
During the present week we wil] f.]-
Jow tle same course of conduct, un-
der Holy Mother Chureh’s inspirat cn.
We glall preach agiin ta yvou the bap-

tism of pendnce far the remnissi o of
sins, fur the wh.le vhject of the re-
treat is to do pen:nce ip order tu
make peace with Almighty Gud. But
it might be well for us to study up

the matter in order that when neces-
8ity cumes, we may rive a ressun for
¢he faith thut ie in us.

“‘But before entering wpon my Bub-
ject, my friends, 1 wish to premise a
few facts. In ci.il society every (r-
grnized ovrmmunity jields submission,
1 might say, tu a ruler or superior
empuwered to muke liws and receive
submissivn, That ruler I8 always vest-
ed with the essectial elements of a
ruler, viz., power and ¥ndependence----
power to enforce the observance and
maintain  the existence of his laws,
And  independence qualifyiny him to
freely exercise them. You kniw that
in civil suciety every ruler, in order to
enfurce the observance und m .intain
the existence of his laws, lmpises a
Ppenalty upon every imdividual who be-
comes either 8 delinquent, by ignuring
ghe law, or an uvpen culprit, by its vio-
jativn. This mode of acticn, you will
admit, i8 an obvivus pecessity, It is
consigtent, tor, with ecinwon cense
nnd reasum,

A #imilar system exists between
God snd His creatures. We cumpise
the universul commupity known a8
Christian suciety, established and pre-
sided over to-day by God Himsell, God
is our ruler, and in Him are created
the esrential attributes of a ruler,
viz,, puwer and iadependence--spuwer
to enfurce His lawe w»nd to maintain
their existence, and independence to
exercise them. But you know well
that God, in order tu enforce the ob-
servence and uphold the existence of
His laws, must necessarily impuse a
Ppanalty upun every iedividual who be-
ocommes a delinquent, either by iynoring
the Jaw, or & culprit by violating it.
This mode of acti-n, you will ackn w-
ledge, is as necessary fir the preserv-
ativn  of the uciver(al community
known as Christiun S.ciety, us [or the

pregervation of any particular  civil
commusity,

“Now, further, this Christian  So-
ciety of which I spedk i8 a4 visible in-

stituticn: we ave its members and we
are visible. lence it i3 & visible in.
stitution: hence God, in Ilis wisdom,
must have established here on earth,
in tue midst of this s .clety, sume tri-
bunal, scme instrument, sovme sgent
through wlich He waould visdicate His
Jaw wnd by which He would impoze a
penalty or a punishment up.n any in-
dividual who would ignore His law, or
any [ndividual who would directly viu-
Jate it. This i8 evident tu thesimplest
mind. Now we will a8k ourselves,
‘Where on earth is this institutiun,
tribunal, or whatever you can call it,
that God has erected here on earth in
order to be the vindicator of His law,
and to viodicate it by imp sing 2 pun-
jshment upun thuse who violate it?
We Catlolies maintain that thet in-
atrument, or agent, or tribunsl is the
trikena]l of heaven---the confessisnal
established by God, and presided over
by the priests of the Cbhurch, to
whom He has delegated His irtue
and His power.

“Th.se outside the Churel, whilst
spatptaining, or admitting rather, that
Gud does aisibly punish th.se whu viu-
late His law, yet maintain that God
reaches His end fully by Nature it-
self punjshing Nuature's violat.r and
by the civil coixmuunity punishiog  the
civil criminal,

Befure establishing cur wwn pusition
let us examine the greunds upon
wlicly this asswmption of our breth-
ren cutside the Churclh 1ests, If Na-
ture and the civil commuaity cary
out ia full the ends of God, why our
claim  for the confessi-mal must fall,
ln the first place, thuuph, we will say
that every work created by God hears
the iurpress of llis hand, und that I8
evidence of perfecticn, Ivery werk es-
tablished by God, or crexted Ly Gud,
is perfect in its own luw. Thus it
will carry out perfectly the eund fur
which it was instituted.

“1f God, therefore, has established
an jnstrument or a tribunal already to
punish us for the violativn of His
law, the action end work of it must be
perfect. God is perfect; He made it,
§t muet be perfect in its actiun and
wiork. But here, on the very thregh-
old of our jnvestigation, we muat find
out what is 4 perfect system of pum-
isbment. We know that a punishment,
although just, must mever be indlicted
with venmgeance, When it assumes

this form, it must neeesszrily en-
gender your reveuge, Dunish harshty,
and you drive a person elther to des-
pair or open rebelliun, Justire must
be exercised in order to punish the
criminal and prevent the recurrcace of
crime; but something must alwiys be
introduced to prevemt the temCency to
degprir and rebelli .o, Andwhat is that
semethingt It is mercy. It is the
misrling of merey with justice; it is
tu temper justice with mercy; it is to
fmprse a pen:lty that is just, but in a
mereiful  form, Justice exercised
al me will crush the victim: mercy, on
the vther tand, exerciied alone  will
impirse no pesalty and will comprom.
ise justice always, separate these twu
---justice ¢nd mercy--- and you have a
system of punishment that js danger-

ous: but mingle merey with justice,
and  yuu have a system of punishing

that liexls at the very moment it
wounds, that cuns.les at the vecy mo-
ntent it intllcts.

~Thus you gee, the real elements of
4 perfect penalty are justice emd mer-
cy. A perfect punishmemt js (De that

is wiven justly, but tempered by
merey. You will admit  this is in  ac-
cordance with the mind of God. God

dues mot  rule us by Ilis justice alope,
por by His mercy slone, but by a sin-
rular commingling of His justice and
mercy. Therefore you will see a per-
fect punishment is (me that j8 given

with justice snd mercy; voe that is
jugtly given, but edmijnistered by
mercy.

“Now let us proceed with cur jn-
vetimtion,  Does Nature, in punish-
ing Nature’s violator, impore a perfect
punisirment? I say, 'No, wy. {riends,
It may impise a just punishment, but
not a merciful voe.” How dees Na-
ture proceed in this work ot punish.
ine: It seizes the individual, inticts
an externas]l as well a8 an interma} pun-
ishment; it maims and disfigures the
body. reduces it in strength, znd for-
ces the victim tu a premature end. Am
I mst correct” When you zo forth at
your leisure and pass by eny of the
low resorts awd see the vietims  that
issue forth, behold, their sunken eyes,
devsid of matural brillizncy, behold
their uttenuated, shiveriny frames,look
4t them a8 they stumble =l:ng your
stieets, ‘thinking aqot, perhaps, what
they are, but what they were and
what they should have Leem. Ah! sel-
dem when Nature strikes does the vie-
tim rise; it strikes at the very essence
uf the physical structure and corrals
ite very vitals, Where is the mercy of
that punishment? There is none, ab-
s« Jutely .n«ne.

“In this case the creature is erush-
ed, physically destroyed; and where a
ctexture is physically destroyed by a
punishment, tvhat punishient does
n.t mete out justice with merey. So
yoii see Nature haidly has a claim  to
an  {fostitution  estabiished by an all-
wise, 4 just, a merciful Gid t) punish
us  fur the direct idlation of His
laws.

~Ilag a civil  govermment :my betlter
claim® I sav, 'No,' It may punish
jugtlv, but it really punishes in &
wasnner  th.t is  siripped of  merey,
Iiow does it proceed in its  work of
punishment. It seizes the cresture---
vne  who hus  been guilty either  of

crime 1r ni--- drags him  iato your
public courts, lLis crimes (if he hud
any) are lsid upen tu public gaze and
public censure. And what j& conse-

quent up.n this: social disgrace, which
is the equivalent of suwcial destruction.
What! Drag a  man who hus held 2
high position 1o your city, and a still
higher wpe in public estimation for
probity apd moral worth, drag him
from the busom of his family and his
friends, arraign him in ywur public
ouurts, publish his crimes to the
world, crush him socially, and tell me
it is 2 merciful law! What! Dia-
honor, disgrace me, crush me gocially,
and tell me that iz a merciful law!
Not at all, It may be just, but I say
when a viotim is dishcmored, is utterly
disgraced, is suclally murdered, that
crestuse has put been punished with a
perfect punishment, There I8 mo
merey visible in it at all.

“Now, [ am no condemning our 8)8-
tem of government at all or m.des of
punishing for crime; "1 vuly wish to
show yuu the cuntrast between man’s
workiog =nd Gud’s working, Our eivil
ipstituticng are the inventiune of man,
apd man is limited in his capacity; he
is finite, and hence his works are im-
perfect and finite, The method of
working mazy be just in its way, but
there is no merey §n it. To have =a
perfeet punishiment oome must  lave
et in  dccordinece  with Gud’s mind,
une  that i3 just, but tempered Ly
merey.

“Yuu amee, therefore, that neither
Neture 25 a penal instrument, nor the
civil wovernment enn Ty clsim to the
agents employed by Almighty Gud to
directly punish us for the violativn of

11is laws. One crushes wud plnsically
destroys; the other dishonors, dis-
graces sueially destroys. And  where

4 vietim is destroyed, crushed by a
punishment, there is no mercy.
“+Where,” you ask, ‘are we to find
it¥? It is in the Catholic Church; it is
nu less thaun thut cunfessional conse-
ciated and by the vld Mother Church,
Does not that institutica, that tribu-
oul lmpese a perfect pepulty? Does it
not punish  without destroying physi-
cally? Does it mot reprimand and cor-
rect without dishonoring, disgracing,

soclally destroying? Does It not, I
28k beal the very momeat it wounds?
Does it oot coveole the very moment
it inficta? If thia be true, it is & per-
fect pemal jpatitution and immposes a
perfect pemalty---one that is tempered
and pots with justice tempered with
mercy. You will ssk me, ‘How f{s
this®* I will answer, ‘How does the
confeesional proceed in its mode of
punishing and vindicsting law¥’ That
triboa]l demands of you that you come
Lefore it ant acknowledge your weak-
neeses and confess vyour crimes
aguinst Almighty Gud, This 18 just,
you will admit, for when we volunlarl-
ly outrige God Ly tramplivy upon EHis
Iaw, it is certzinly just we showld
viluntarily go end acknowledge cur
crimes sad oo nfess our faults.

“But this, viewed spirityally, is the
most  excessive of ull  humiliatiom,
Whea you for instance, have trampled
upun your  neighbor’s  field, ruined
yvour  nekshbor’s  character ur robbed
bhim of his property, is there anything
more galling to your proud nature
than to be [oreed to kneel befure him
and scknowledre your fault and  ask
hig pardon. But this, amnd scmething
more then this, is the punishment of
the o mnfessi nal. There you kneel
down befure God, end acknowledge
your weakaoesses, your depravity, your
lomelizess, y.ur perversity; ydu un-
earth secrets that are hidden in the
dark recesses of your soul, which you
would nst breathe to the moet intim-
ate friend. Is there sny pupishment
or humiliation equal to that? It is
just, you will say, because you have
voluntarily outraged God by departing
from Him, and it I8 but just you ze-
knowledge it anl cunfees your crime,
though it humble you to the earth.

“You will say, *‘This is just; but
where is the mercy? [ will show you.
You confess in secret, and in your ac-
tion of confessing you are shielded
from the public gaze and sacred
against the public cessure. No one
knows what trapspires within that
tribunal but Gud and yourself.  You
confess in secret a secret that has
never been broken; you confess in sec-
ret to a man, ole like yourself, but a
man vested with the power and virtue
of God. Youu unearth all rour weak-
nesses  before him, but yon are nut
physically crushed: you are corrected,
you are made a good man there; but
you are nut dishnored, neither are you
disgraeed, awl you come forth  trom
that tribunal more a man than when
you went ito it. You came from  that
tribunal as the God-man cume forth
from the tumb, more gloriou¢ in your
manhcoud, mote glorious in your newly
risen Maker. Here is merey. The
confessional punishes ycu, but it does
mst crush you. In the confessicnal
you ara corrected, reprimesnded; but
oot disgraced or dishocnored. Here is
a perfect penal instrument, here is an
instrument that imposes a perfect
putishment, one that tempers justice
with mercy.

My friends, we live in apn enlighten-
ed age, 2n age im which humsn wis-
dumn appesars to have run to its ex-
treme. Our Jegisl.tors have sotually
reached perfectivn in their work wof
voverning; at least, they have reached
¢ perfect'en pever dretnd «f, tiuch
less reulised, centuries zg.a. 1t 1 ask
you now, with the enlichtenmegt and
preoress of our modern day, with all
the wisd m that our legislat rs  pos-
sesg and seek tu manifest, *What have
they doue tu gsscure the perpetu:tion
of this sueiety in which we liver” I
say, ‘Searcely anything,” What  have
they done to eradicate crime, to really
refurty the eriminal, who i8 the enemy
of all sucietyr Miad ,ue, crin -~ and
mider, which i3 the bwsis of saciety,
are essentiully antag nistic: they are
ever warring, If srder is to be pre-
served, crime has wnot ooly to be re-
pressed but eradieated, stamped vut.

--Apnd what have cur legislators done
to stamp out crime? they have
picked up, to say the most, one cut
of every ten that have violated law
and order, and flung him within the
walls pf your prison, and in this he j8
disgraced. They fling Lim within the
walls of your penitentaries and re-
formitories in order to bring back te
him a sense of hunor, and in this he is

dish.anored. What more have they
done for this criminal® Nothing
more, s crime within bim, then,

routed out cr nature changed: Is he
reformed in any manner? Not at all.
He receives an external punishment,
but the root of the crime is not
reached at all, What conetitutes the
crime; is it the cold exterivr? Nut at
all; it a power in the interior. The ex-
terusl action is but an instrument uwn-
der the influence and forces of the in-
ternal power., The crime ia in the will
of a man; for every crime must he
first willed, if 1 can use the expressi.n
Ly the will. And whut does buman
wisdom do, or what has it dune, to
reach that will and reform it, streng-
then it and give it furee to contrul
the evil passiuns that drive the crimi-
nal to despairt Nething more  than
building a prison ur penitentiary and
leaving & man there dragging out Lis
weary months or years, planning out
and scheming how he will act when
the prison doors are open apd the
walls of the peuitentisry are passed,

“There ig8 no refurmation there or

security for the perpetuation of our
sceiety, Crime is restrained for the
oonce, held down for a moment, but

not eradicated., If we had to trust to
human wisdom, we should huve but
alight guarantee fcr ths prrostuativm
of uu- society. But, thanks tu Al
wighty God, He in His wisd s Las
esiablishad on earth am fiasbiiution
tlat, amongst all penal lng%itutions,.

pan eradicate crime, and refor:n  the

‘giving

criminal so that he la transformed
from a sinver into a Christiin and a
saint., And that fe' the confesslonal.
“"What {8 the approximate ruler of
all man's actlicma? It is the consciemce
that rules all our powers, cur &%,
cur ‘heart, ocur body. Every action
that is performed by us has to find its
origin back in ovur conscience, which
Is the directur of man in all nis works
and actjons, Il A mzn commits a
crime, you have to go back to tne

conscience for its origin; and If you
went to eradicate it, go. baick to the

fountain svuree--- the conscisnga---and
plrek it forth. Apd how are yon evet
to reach the cupscience of a :wan® lhe
conacience «f & man can only be reach-
ed as it reveals itself: enl yon  kusw
there is no place en God's earth where
a man reveals his cunacience, but in
the ccanfeseinual-bux, the tribunil ol
heaven, There the power of religicn,
which is greater thun the force of
arme ur of penal law, acts direct'y on
muan's conscience, refurma it, strength-
ens it, restures it zgiin to its .normal
condition, where it can contr 1 bis ac-
tions, make him restrain vode  vim
ps8sions that raa):’e within Lim. *har

convert  the men into the ciimioal,
that convert the sinper into the sim-
per.

=Ah, my friends, here is the work
wf Gid! The very workings of the
confessiumal manifest that it 8 not
the work of man at all, Man, with
all ‘hus wisdom, cculd neither cuneeive,
miuch less reslise, such a system; and
if he could, why have not these }ast
2,000 years developed his efforts® No,
my friends, the confessivnal in its
workings, in its nature, shows it is
& work of God, not of mam, but of
svme power above man; that it is
God’s work., Hence it was with the
great Voltaire, cne of the boldest and
vilest enemies that assailed the Church
in msdern times. Speaking of the
confessicnal he said: ‘The Catholic
Church has ccnsecrated that in the
confessional which the wisdom of man
ha¢ perceived the beauty of and em-
braced the shadow?® All that man hns
dune on earth is to grasp at the nere
shadow of this divine imstituti.p,
which alune ipflicts a perfect pemalty,
which alone reaches the root of erime
and alone can save society.

“But wow you may say, ‘This is all
reason,’ I have unly attempted to es-
tablish for you this truth founded
even on reascn, I ‘have shown you its
action; it proves its divinity., You will
ask, 'Is it true the priests of the Ca-
tholic Church have the power of for-
ging?” 1 anmswer you, ‘Yes.
Sume 1,900 years ago, my dear friends
a little barque was seen flying over the
rude, expansive water of the sea of
Galilee. The occupants of the boat
were remarkable. Their raimemt bore
the characteristics of nublemen,
though they were in humble gown, and
as their manly forms passed to and
fro, there might have been seen wpun
their countepances and brows that
gmile which bespcke a hallowed with-
ic. But cae of the occupants of the
boat was more remarkable than the
others, He sto:d in silent thought,
with his eyes fixed vn the receding
shore., Around him seemed to play a
divine halu, and his brow was radiant
with beauty and light. The boat reagh-
ed the land, and the peuple, in thelr
earnest zesl, crowded rouwd him, =all
eyes fived up n him whge mien bore a
stranwe but heavenly impress; for it
was Jesng,who borecur infirmities and
our diseases. The blind and l.me were
there, the diseased were presented tu
[Mim. ‘And behold they brought to
Ilitn a man sick of the palsy, lying on
a bed, and Jesus seeing their faith,
paid to the man sick of the palsy:
*Son, be of ged heart, thy sins  ere
forgiven thee,’ But murmurs passed
through the ranks of the scribes and
the Pharisees: *This man blisphem.
eth.,) Bui Jesus, knowing  their
thoughts, said: *Why think yuu evil in
your hearts?’ Wh:ch I8 easier to say
“Thy sins are forgiven thee,’ or to say
‘Arise, and walk?’ Apd now that you
may know that the Son of Maa bath
power on earth to forgive gims, [ say
to this man: “Arise and walk.” The
man rose, took up hie bed and walked
to his house.” And what was the re-
sult” ‘The people,” we are ‘tvld, “went
off praising and glorifying God because
He had given such pawer to wen,’

‘This ia the miracle I have just read
to you from the 9vh clhepter of  the
Gospel if St, Matthew. And yen will
notice Christ perfcmed this wandruus
miracle for no cther purpese than o
cunvince the world that He, as mun, a8
the Sun of Man, had power ¢n earth to
furgive sing, When he saw the [aith
of the peuple, Ile said to the man sick
of the palsy, *Son,beof guod heart, thy
sing are furgiven thee.’ But mur-
murs passed through the ranks of the
Scribes emd Pharisees: *‘This man Dles-
phemesh.” But Jesus, knowing  their
thougrhite, said: *Why think you evil in
your hearts? Which is easier to say,
*Thy sins are furgiven thee,” or to say,
*Arise, and walk?’ lle put this ques-
ticn in this manner before them Dbe-
cause He knew they were a carmally
minded people, ruled and convinced
mure by their senses thun anything
else, He koew they would conclude
that i le had power to raise this
man, He would have what wus in their
estimation the lesser power of for-
giving sins. So He said, ‘Take up thy
bed and go into thy bouse;’ amd the
men did so.  And what was the re-
sult? Why, we are tcld the multitude
were convinced of the truth of His
words and of His power, and - they
‘went off pralsing and glorifying God,
who had given such power to men.’

‘“The Son of Mm—;t_:-ornﬁrmed the ex-
ercise of that power by his wondrous

miracle. What inconsistency csn there
be in Him, as' the Son of Man, dele-
gatlog His power to sncther? What
difference fs there sny more than that
the Lisutenant Governor of this pro-
vince should delegate to the sherift of
a ocounty the authority to declare &
peracn incarcersted in a prison freef
Ncoe, But did nct God direotly, es
plain as sunshine, delegute to His dis-
clples, who were His priests on earth,
the power to forgive sins? It waus
some days after the perfurmance cof the
miracle of which I have spoken that
the disciples were zssembled for In-
struotiun, and Our Lord appesred be-
fure themn and said; ‘Decelve ye the
Holy Ghust, Whatsvever you shall bind
0 earth shull be | vund aleu in Heaven,
and whatsoever you shall lucse un earth
shall be lwsed also in Ieavem.’ Now,
my (riends, Ly these pusitive, eclear
words God delsgated to His disciples
assemnbled around Him, who were the
first priests of the Church, the very
power He Himeell exerciged uf lousen-
iny thuge who were bound by the
clhaing of sin on earth.

“You know that he was speaking of
mural slavery and moral bends. When
1o said to them: ‘Whatsvever you
shell luse uo earth shall be loosed also
in heaven,’ Ie said: *Whatsuever sins
you shall forgive vn earth that mom.
ent they are forgiven ln leaven.’ But
Btill, my f{riends, God was put satia-
fled. He knew that mea would con-
tort His words and endeavor o ex-
plain them away (as they have done),
and bence he wae determined tu Le
rigidly explicit in delegating His pow-
er to His priesthood, It was after the
death of our Lord that the disciples
fled to an upper chamber in the house
in the suburbs of Jerusalem. They
feared the Jews, who bhad put their
Master to death, ana they gathered in
this upper private hidden room in or-
der to save themselves, and pray to
Heaven. We are told they closed the
door and barred it, and closed up the
windows with hearvy Dbars, and there
in silence and fear, raised their hearts
and minds to heaven, and while so en-
gaged, a rostling ncise was heard
wmengst them, and luoking up they be-
held Jesus in all the grandeur and
glory of the risen Gud, He had walk-
ed through the barred door jnto their

midst, and He s8aid te¢ them: "Amen,
amen, [ say to you, whuse sins you
shall forgive, they are forgivesm, and
whose 8ins you shall retain, they are

retained.’

- r————

“Now, I ask, could God give expres-
siun to an idea in clearer, plainer or
more positive words. He wamted to
cunfer upor them the power of for-
giving sins, and He said: ‘WhuBe sins
you shall forgive, they are forgiven
them,” a8 Io the same muenner He
said: ‘Whatsvever you shall lvose on
earth shall be loused instanmtly in heav-
en.’ There is nuthing clearer thun
this doctrire. God hus, plainly as God
ever spoke, delegated to His disciples,
the priests of His Church, the power
ta forgive sina, ‘Whose sins,’ gaid He,
‘you shall forgive, they are forgiven,
and whose sips you shall retajn, they
are retained.’ That power as exercised
to-day, has Deen exercigsed from the be-
giontng, God gave this power to  the
disciples, the priests of the Church,
tube exercized for the consummationof
the wourld.

*God delegated tu Ilis apostles, the
priests of the Clurch, twns pawers---

vie the power of preachiny, the otlier
the power of forgiving sins, The day

e delegated the power of preaching,
He sxid: 'Go into the whole werld and
preach the Guspel tu every creature,
and, behuld, I will be with you all days
even to the very end of the world.’
You see if God is to remain with the
Chureh to the very end of the world,
that Church must be in existence: that
priesthnod must be in  existence, If
you deny that the Church ceases to
exist, you prove Christ a liar, because
He said: "I will be with you, even to
the very end of the world.’ Now, un-
less this priesthoud, the Church,exists
to the end of the wurld, cur God 1is a
liar, He is not a lfar. And,thereiore,
priests and the Chureh will exist, and
while they do, they must mnecessarily
exoroise the powers entrusted to them.
And what are these powers? The au-
thority and power to preach truth
without deeeiving, and the puwer to
forpive, sios when you are chaimed by
them, God said to the Chureh; ‘Go
and preach the Guspel tu every creat-
ure, Whose sing yuu  shull [orgive,
vhey are furgiven them. Behcld, 1
your God, am  with you all days, even
to the end of the world)’

“Ilere, now, is the re:son why we,
your priests, to-day, a8 the descend-
ants of the disciples, exercise the
power to remit sins. DBut qou  ask,
‘Where is the tribnn:l which you are
speaking ¥’ Since Gud gave to the
priest the power or authority tu for-

give sing, He necessurily c.mstituted
Him as a judge. Now, since he is a
judge, established by God to furgive
sing; you know die can mever furgive
sing unless he kmows  them; and the
judge, or priest, can never know them
unless a4 man makea them public.
Hence the cunfessional, When a  man
confesses his sin, he ig an accuser of
and a witness to his own sin, This is
the tribunal of whiel I told you that
slone punishes with justice tempered
with merey---the only inatrument in
this world that heals the very moment
it wounds, comsoles the very moment
it ftoficts. It is the crly power on
earbh that ean ever redoh msun's con-
consclecce, which 1s the ruler of man
elther fur good or for evil. Hence |t
18 the culy power that can tear out
crime and the only power that can
raiée man $o his normal condition; eo

thet &is higher power rules his lower
Here s this grand ¢ribumal, and )‘01;
ought to theok God for Hia mercy ag
menifeeted in it. This confesslong]
through which he gives you the rigys
or privilege of belng recunciled to Him
is the higheat and fullest exposition of
Hie infloite mercy.’
“‘Brethren, a8 that sacrament of the
altar, where Jesus Christ, God, iy
night and day amongst you, ia the
the highest, fullest, grandest exXpugj.
tion of God’s lnfinite love fur us, g,
that tribunal of penance, where the
mind of man that is darkened by sin
ls enlightened, where tle will thay hiag
been broken and robbed of furce, .q
strength, and where the heart that Yiug
been ruled and broken by sin ;yy
crime is brought to life again, thag
tribupal is the highest zmd grandese

expusithn of God’s infinite merey |
man. Thank God, then, fur what i

has done for you, and make it the rule
uf your lJife tv shew vour appreciating
of His Mercy, to seek from Him thg
furgivenese of your sims. Go then, .,
duy frem His temple here, as 13 re
people menticned in the Gospel whj)
1 read for you to-day; go as they )y
praising and theoking and  glorifyj,.
God because He has given such p.wer
tv men.”

YICTORLA BRIDGE,

The old Vietoria Bridge, one of t}e
wonders of the world in its day, may Le
said to have disappf.-areJ. The * Julyles
bridge took its place today, and u 2
o'clock trains were running upon tj,
d9ub]e track of the new bridge, in the fy))
view.

Mr. Hays had not Jong been in office
until he determined that the Victurtg
bridge must be adupted to modern Resds,
The dark, stuffy, ill-smelling tube way
out of date. 1t restricted the bLustiis
of the company. It was dangerous. |:
was antiquated. It prevented the e
pansion of traftic, which was onc of (he
things which the new management ha|
determined to ealize for the old g
Trunk—conservative, cautious, not i
ing, under Lthe old regime, to take u lns
step in advance, )

The tubular bridge was the last wory
of engincering science forty yeurs .o
and the Victoria bridge was the I :\:
bression of the tubuler idea.  Upon gy
completion, at a cost of nearly  sevep
willion dollars, it was opened by e
Prince of Wales. The work was lawded
all over the world as the perfect trimgy
of the best engincering.

The single track sufficed for a hmited
business which did not look for 2 areat
expansion in the near future. Then cane
a time -when, even to the old munaw.
ment, it scemed that something shoul
be done in order to meet the needs of an
expanding business which, with new ai-
filiations, with the increase of population
fL.ml industry, required modern facilites,
The old management was rather timid ;
the directors were far away; every frech
expenditure upon a system from whil
no dividends were expected provokel o
louder grow! of wrath from the shire
holders: and nothing was done.

Mr. Hays came to office with plenary
powers.  He was given a free hand. ile
appnix-llerl his own men. He thousht
out his own poliey. And he deternumned
to reconstruct the lridge. "This he las
done at a cost of aver a million and o
Lali of dollars, of Which sum Lhe Fodera]
f.Fm'cmmcnt- has contvibated theee hun-
dred thousand dollurs.

The bridge is not actwally tinished, 1oy
the footwavs and carriage roads e 1o
he Jaid down, but the Tast peliee of $ho
ald strwceture

were removed  vesterday
evening, and to-dayv the trains were fmn-
nmg upor the doulde taek o0 o iy
practically & new structure, whieh, s
expanded form, is destined (o faeliane .
business the volume of which woulid nos
have been dreeamt of by the men whe,
over thirty years aan, plinned e wreer

Victorin bridge, with its single trach, s
dizcomfort and its danger -Uie Liter ol
ment being alwavs present in ~pite of the
most vigilunt watehfizlpess.

In the early <ummier of nest year when
the bridge is completed, there will |-
bably he a formal opening. The simpli-
city and directness with which the ol
was abandoned for the new expresses the
democratic spirit of the new manawe-
ment.

—_—————

SIR WILLIAM JEXNER DEAD,

——

Landon, Dee. 12—SKir William Jenner,
H_lc distingnished pathologist and physi-
cian in ordinary to the Queen and the
Prince of Wales, died to-day.

The late Sir William Jenner, who was
born at Chatham in 1815, and who was
president of the Royal College of Phy-
sicians fromn 1331 (o 1889, when he re
tired from the praetice of his profession,
was well known, not only 1o pathelogists,
but to the publie at large as having hoen
the first Lo establish heyond dispute the
difference in kind between typhus and
typhoid fovers.

On the death of Dr, Baly, in 1861, Sir
William Jenner was appointed to surceed
him as physician extraordinary to the
Queen, and the next year he wis g
zeited physician in ordinary to Her Ma-
Jesty, receiving the same preferment in
1865 in the Jiowselioll of the Prince of
Wales.

It was in recognilion of his services
rendered during a severe illness of the
Prince that he was made Knight {one
irander of the Bath. Tle wrote nuncrons
papers on fever, the acute specifie chs-
eases, diplitheria, discases of children and
discases of the heart, lungs and skin.

—— i
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO INTEND-
ING PIANO PURCHASERS,

Rathet then purchsse some imferiue
pizno from manufectirers of chesp in-
giruments and do g8 some of our com-
petitors sre doing, recommending them
a8 belnig first-clase, we have Hecided to
make speclsl holiduy reductione durieg
the balance of December, (m our own
piena, Cell and gee what we cun do
for you before making your selecticn.
Presemt stock Is fresh from our = fac-
tories, Opep eveninrs umtil Japuary
1st, 1809, The D. W. Kamn Co,, Ltd.,
Karn Hall Bldg., St, Catherine St.



