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tJ TE POWER OF TEE PRESS.

The foloving appeared in Monday
MighVIs Witua:

In spuaking of Secret Societies, the
New Bedford, Mass., Evening Journal
maye :-"8ecret societiesare falling more
readily ini with the ides of appointing a
prilsagent, as the usefuiness o such a
personhbecomes apparent. À preas agent
who understanda hs business can beof
Untold value to bis lodge as well as a
great help to therpress. We hope that

tbh time ia not far distant when umL only
Secret societima ibut publieansd religiouse
societies as well, will not conider their
organisation complete until they bave
a pross agent in their list, ofofficers or
comrnittees."

There is considerable truth in the atate.
ment that the societies are anxious
to control, as much as possible, the pres
-of the day. They are subtie, organized
and exPerienced and they recognise the
power Of the preas. In Italy, ever mince

<the days of Mazzini, the societies have
sought to hold the migbty lever of
journalism under their banda. To a great1
extend they succeeded and the world, es-
pecially the Cathoic world, knows the re-
euitl. In France it bas been, and even
ra to-day, the sme. On this aide of the
Atlantic tb tactics of European secret
Societies are repeated. And nbw we
lear, from most reliable sources, that
they seek to get possession of the press
rn every land.

It was on account of this tendency on
the part of the societies tbat we have
recently heard somuch about the Aposto-
late of the Press. Knowing the might
of the pen and the influence of the type
the Paulist Fathers bad been thundering
from the pulpits of the Continent in
favor of the Apostolate of the Press.
When'you know your enemy the next
thing to do i to learn what arma he uses.
You cannoti meet a modern repeating
rifle with a quiver of arrows and a
wooden bow. If the enemies of our Faith
use the press as 'gattling gun against
the Divine Institution ob the Church,
it is pOlicy that would suggest the de-
fence with imilar weapons. The same
holdo good in every walk of literature.
The bad novel muet be met by the good
romance; the faith destroying work on
science, muet be confronted with a scien-
tific work in accordance with the piin-
ciples of truth; the Secret Society organe
muet be combatted with the Catholic
press. The newspaper of our day bas
an influence such as no other means of
communicating human thought ever be-
fore had. There je scarcely a man,
wo an, or youth, no matter in what
sphere of society, tbat does not drink
inspiration daily from the fountain of
the press. The draugbts are either pure
or corrupt according as the channel
through which they flow is truthful or
false. Therefore, they are elither in-
vigorating and refresbing, or else they
are moral opiates and destined to poison

Sthe spiritual life of the reader.
There are some who believe every line

they read in a newspaper; there are
others who will not put faith.in a print-
ed word. These are both. extremiete.
la eXery newspaper, especially a daily,
there is somethings to be taken with a.
certain amoint of caution, while there
ls always a great deal of reliable in-
formation and moSt exaet, statements.
We cannot ever regard despatchea as
infallible, yet that don't mean that
they are necessarily false. On the
other band, il je rarely-very rarely-
tbat a newspaper writer will make a de-
liberate and intentionally false statement
in the editorial columns of hie organ. In
factthere je always sometbings to guard
against and others to- be taken in -full.
As a rule the press la pretty exact, for
the simple Teasòn that there ie sùoh an
amount of compnetition now-a-days and
such gréât facilities-of communication,
it' would bç ainost impossible for a falso

statement to go twenty-four hours unre-
futed; and if a paper once go& the repu-
tatin of being oopstantly checked it
migbt as well close its pages forever. So
that for the gret, the vast majorily of
men the press is a guide which they take
up and according to which tbey mouild
theirideas on matters social, political, re-
ligiona and otherwise. The morning
paper ia on the breakfast table and the
evening one is on the parlor or library
table. Men would as soon thiik for going
all day without tbeir regular meals as to
b. be deprived of their newspapera.

In that ubiquity of the proe liesits
great power, and the men or organisa-
tions that practise to make use of that
mighly engine muet necessarily aug-
ment their influence in the world.
None know this fac, better than do the
members cf the secret societies, and
none know better bow to make use of the
weapon that, our enlightened age bas
placed at their disposai. It, therefore,
behooves the Catholic to encourage hie
own press, to see that its influence is
extended as much as possible, and to
aid, to the best of Lis ability and accord-
ing to his esphere in life, the advance-
ment and propagation of the Apostolate
of the Pros. And for those whose duty
it la to guide the pens that trace Catho-
lic editorials, it is teir sacred duty, as
well as part of their mission, to elevate,
as far as in them lies, the tone of the
Catholie press; to thereby make it be-
come a more and more powerful weapon
for good. These warnings that the so-
cieties are bestirring themselves in that
direction ehould atimulate the Catholic
newepaper men te higher and greater
work.

BRAIN LABOR.

The recent and sad event recorded of
John Ruakin and his brain failure, due
to overwbrk,; recals Lto our mind a very
natural but very wrong idea that is
abroad, especially amongst the working
classes. It is to the effect that the man,
seated at his desk for several houras eachi
day, and maybe for a few additional
hours at night, iashaving an easy time
of it and tati he does no work. We
have known atimber-heweron the Upper
Ottawa, who insisted that a lawyer, a
doctor, a priest, or a journalist does no-
thing. "It le au easy job to sit down
ten or even fourteen hours out of twenty-
four and hold a pen or a book in one's
Land; they would find a difference if
they had to work fromi dawn to dusk
with a broad-axe." We saw that sane
man spend a whole Sunday afternoon in
a perfect etate of torture, striving to
concoct and pen a four page letter to bis
wife. In the end he had to give up, and
from pure fatigue he was obliged to lie
down in order to rest his reeling brain
and bis crippled limb.

There is a great organic law of our
being that cannot ie denied. It la to
the effect that " brain work subtracts
vitalhity from the fountain, while muscle
work only makes draughts upon one of
the ramifying streans of life. It is eati-
mated by scientific observers that man
will use up as much vital force in work-
ing bis brains two Lours as Le ihl in
working his muscles eight." There la
no denying this fact, and we feel certain
that the laborer in any sphere, outeide
th literary one, ia the bet off of men.
He has bis regular work; once iL ia done
he bas no bother, h. bas merely to sleep
end eat, and thereby -recuperate for the
morrôw. But the one who ia wesk from
overworking of the mental faculties
finds neitber rest, ner ese, nor respite-
night or day-on this. aide of the grave.
'Read, these beautLiful thoughts of Bey.
3. F. Côrning..-

" While I oit at my study-table with
Zny pen in hand, teè fingers movingwith

tardy paces at the beckon of my brain, I
hear nght below.my windov, lu the ad-

jan i te m ontonoa ring!a 'ha-
b.rer,18 1hio1elupon the corn bille. Whilei
he hos he bwistle heur by heur until
the clock strikes twelve, and then, witb
ravenous appetite, repairs to his bounti-
fu yet simple meal, only to resunue his
tai again, snd pursue a tethe seting
of te etn. As 1 stocd aL Lb. window
watching hie toil, and turned again te
pen and ink, I asked myself how it was
that, the man with the boe wil labor bis
eight or tenebours a daywitb l s fatigue
than th. man 'with his peu will toil hie
three or four.

"tHugh Miller was a great worker with
the ebovel and pick-would bave made
a good hand in the late quarry, in grad-
iug a ï&lroad or digging a canal. Bat
one night, as you know, h.ehot hinBelf
in a fit of nervous fever. What was the
difference between the great geologist
and the man with the hoe whistiing
under rny window? Sirnply ibis: te
former w& he worker of brain,andi Lbe
latter a worker of muscle. Lot this man
with the hoe lay down his husbandry for
a little while, and set bimself te study-
iny euof oe stalka of corn or the che-
mîsâtry of eue of tîLe.his aof moiI, and
very likely he would soon learn what it
it is te lose one's appetite, and hear the
clock strike nearly all the night hours in
feverish wakefulnes."

Well and truly did Denis Florence Mc-
Carthy draw bis picture of the laborer
and the peace he enjoys, compared l
the man wbo has io object in life-ex-
cept the animal one of conserving life as
long as possible. Although once before
we quoted these lines, still they are soex-
quisitely exact that we feel they can
bear repeating :
"Ah ! lIttie they know of true happiuesu,

Tbey whom eatltty 1111s,
Whofufngo nhe rich breast of iuzury,
Bat or the rankoem ntha& kilis;

Ahi1 Uiti. they k now of te bles'iednedl
Toll-purebased slumber enjoys,

W ho, atretchsd on the bard rack or indolente,
Twate rf ohei uip Ihat datroys.

No oe for, or labor for,
iitam ive for or gain,

NothIng 1,0 iight. Iu Its v vidues,
Lgbtlng tike bom and braitn;«

Nobl nZ tobreak itela monotony,
Rippling IL o'er wLh its breath,

Nothing bat duluess and lethargy,
Wearlness, sorrow and death:

But blmmied thee chUS or bomanmu.,
Happlest man amongat mon,

who witb bammer or chisel or peucli,
With rudder, or plougbabare, or Pen,

Laboreth, ever andever with hope
Tltrough te morning or life,

WtnnDg bomeand its darling divinities,
Love-worahipped oIlidren and wile 1

Round swtngst"ehampecer of nduastry,
Q.uekIy the sharp chi sel rings-

And theb eart orare toiler bas irobbings
That str not the bosom or kings.

Re betrue ruler and onqu err.
Re the tru*u lord of hil race.

Wbo nervea bis own ror 11('s combat,
And looks a stroung worid Intheface!

" THE HOME RUILE SESSIoN."'

The following le the editorial, taken
from the columns of the Dublin Irish
Catholic, and te which we refer upon our
first page. It requires no preface:-

The Session of Parliament which opens
at Westminster on Tuesday next will
probabi>' be one ufthLb most important
for Irelnd which -bas ever been bel
since the treachery of some arnongst her
own children and the folly of others de-
prived ber of her right to legielate for
ber own neoda sud those o! ber people.
From the declarations wbich bave
already been made by certain amongst
the most prominent and responeible
of the membera of the Irish Par.
liaruentary Party', itle1 at leaat
probablerthai 'te Home Rule mes-
sure which Mr. Gladstone is about te
introduce will be·net only one well cal-
culated to redressthe admitted wrongs
of Ireland, but one which may not impro-
baLl>' put au end te the fictitions alarme
wbich have been sughto Lu e generated
in the minds of some Protestant Irish-
mon. If this ehould prove to be the case-
and we have nt the least reason forsup-
posing that iL ifl ot prove lo e Le 0--
there seema liLtle likelhood that any
opposition- to Mr. Gladstone's measure
which may be organized in the House of
Commonè will be capable of defeating.a
plicy wbich the electors of Great Britain
and Ireaud bave already endorsed and
approved. That the reception and treat-
ment of th preposedBil.wben it reach.
es the House.o Lords 'nay b. different
frein Ibât,*hicb il la pretty:àmxre te ýre-
crive inth, othe -branchof the]sgiàla-
ture l a probability which is already so
far discounted beforehand . that. the

verdict or action of the upper Houes
-should it prove to be of an antagonis-
tic character-will be oompletely depriv-
Pd of 11 political interest or importance.
Indeed as matters now stand it, is not
affirming too much to assert that the
only possible way in which the House
of Lords could hope to recover any of its
olden prestige or couldniake its decision',
in the case of the Home Rule Bill, either
noteworthy or important, would be by
casting an overwhelming vote in ita
favor.

So far la this assertion w.ell founded.
that it is unquestionably true to say that
any vote by the House of Lords adverse
to the Homo Rule Bill will only corne as
fresh proof that that assembly is one
rather of automaton sand puppets moved
by the wires of antique preindice and
modern ignorance than of reAly effective
fegislators and debaters. According to
what is, we believe. an apochryphal
legend invented for the deiectaition of
French bivouacs. the Commander of the
Od Guard at Waterloo declared that
that famous corps preferred to die
rather than surrender. The genius
who devised this pretty fiction
night have vith much more truth

represented an English lrdling as de-
claring that the assembly of vhich he
was a hereditary orniament preferred to
be abo'iabed rather than to be either
reasonable or useful. We are far fron
denying to the Engliah House of Lords
all theoretically useful qualities ; we are
stili farther from assertng that un is
benches are not to be found some men-
such, for instance, as Earl Spencer, on
one side, or the Duke of Argyle on the
other--whose personal abilities would
mark them out for foremost rank as
politicians and public men, even if no
iereditary title or no hereditary right of
legielation was numbered amongat, their
possessions. Sucli men as these, how-
,ver, no more constitute the Euglish
House of Lords, as we know it by io
aetual action, than we much fear they
wili be able to save it fron the dcstruc-
tion it sonetimes seems to invoke. The
louse of Lords which will reject, the

Home Rule Bill-if it should be
rejected - will be that House of
Lords, which is unletterd, unin-
structed, and unwise; the House of
Lords whose curriculum bas been
studied at Epsom, Cowee, or Tatter-
sail's, and whose acquaintance witn the
olden and more responsible seats of Eng.
lish learning lias been perfunctory, if it
ever existed at all. Legislators of such
type as this are more dangerous to therr-
se[ves thn to anyone else, and it is at
least certain that if the hopes of Ireland
are to be delayed of attaimenL by such
votes, Mr. Gladstone will have an united
democracy behind him in taking what-
ever steps he may decide on in retalia-
tion.

No matter what the action of the
House of Lotds may bc-and as to what
it will be we have had, as we have said,
sufficient notice to attach no validity tu
a decision proclaimed long before iLs an.
nouncers had even the remotest inkling
as to what they were to decide--theter-
ling fact remains that,in the estimation of
the niost capable and competent ofjudges,
the Home Rule Bill about to be laid
before the public is of a nature certain to
disarnm the criticism of all honest and
reasonable opponents. That it or any
other measure can possibly be equally
successful in the case of deliberately
captious and obstructive critics would
be, of courte more than could
possibly be expected. That, on the
other hand, it will be four:d to be of a
of a nature entirely satisfactiry to the
people of Ireland, while, at, the same
dîne, providing those safeguards and
cbtecks which reasonable polmicians never
refuse to yield to the fears of the timor-
ous or cautious. is, we have good reason
for believing, certain. If amongst these
should be found provisions specially de-
vised with a view to allaying the fears
and anxioties which gentlemen of the
type of Mr. Jolinston, of Bal bkilbeg, Mr.
. W. Russeil and Majoi Saundersun

have shown thewselves so assiduous in
priomoting in fite minds of Ulster Pro-
testants, no Irish Nationalist will do any-
thing but welcome the prubable enact-
ment of a law which will be in itself, in
its. wording, and in its supporters a stand-
ing monument of the to'erance, the
wisdoml, and the self-governiug capacity
of the majority .of the ePizens of the
&aient realm ofIreland.

Dr. A. T. slooum's
OXYGEZNIZED EMULSION OF PUB OOD
LIVEROIL. If you'are Feeble and Emaolated
.-Us6 it. For 4ale by alt druggsts. 88 cents
par bottle.


