Manox 11, 1891

THR CHUROH GUARDIAR,

7

of the Faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God unto a perfestman.’

Look at the mystery of the Holy Trinity,
The Faith given us by Christ and handed down
in Hia Church, is that there are Three Persops
—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,
who are yot bat One God. Does it matter
whether we believe this or not? Surely it
does! The whole Work of God the Son and
God ihe Holy Ghost, for our Salvation, rests
upon their Divine nature. One graep this, and
the Faith will be the mainspring of our lives.

It we believe in God the Father, as our
Father in Heaven, we shall seek {0 live as His
children, .

If we believe that Jesus Christ is the only
begotten Son of God, who became msn for wus,
that He might redeen. vs from sin and death
and give us Bternal Life—we shall give our
hearts in loving obedience to His command-
ments. If we bolieve that he is now present,
feeding and strengthening us, in His Word and
Sucrsments, we shall be very earnest 1n seek-
ing him there.

If we believe that He has given His Holy
Spirit to dwell within us, to teach us, to gunide
vs, 1o strengthen us, end to comfort us, we
ghall seck to know more of that Holy Spirit
and His marvellous work,

‘We do pot indeed fully understand now, Gad’s
pature apnd His desl ngs with us—nor does a
obild urderstand all about His earthly father—
be sin ply believes, The lile of fsith is a life
of growth, and the more firmly we believe in
God the more shall we know Him, and the
more faithfully shall we follow His guidance,

The Devil whiepers that it doesn't matter—
because he knows that indifference leads to
ruin, He helps men to make plans of their
own for salvation, because it flatters human
pride—but the path of humility is the path of
gafoty,

Let us seek to value, ahove all this world
can offer, the Word and Sacrsments which
Christ has down in His Churoh. As little
obildren, let us learn in all humility the mys
teries of the Faithb—ard 88 men ‘‘contend
oarnestly for the Faith once delivered to the
Saints,”

BECTISM—-UNJUSTIFIABLE,

One of the most common arguments in
justification of rectism is the sucoess which has
attended the various bodies of Christians who
have adoptéd independent organizations, regard-
less of primitive or Apostolic precedent. Be-
bold, they say, what a blessing has rested on
our ministrations (irregunlar thongh you pro-
rounce them to be ?) What numbers have been
gatbered into the fold through our instrumeat-
alitics? Would tho Head of the Church tmile
upon our ministries if they were as dofective
a8 you represent? This argument is more
forcible in the mouth of the Roman Catholics
than any other cliss of professing Christians,
for they for outnumber the entire aggregate of
all Protestant Christiane ; and they do use it

freely, not becanse it is logical, but plausible
and quite effectual with & certain class ot think-
ers who 1mugive that trath must slways be
with the majority. But no one in the least
acquainted with the struggles which Truth bas
always had sgainst numerioal odds, will attach
the slightest weight to the argnment of num-
bors. The heathen may taunt the whole Chris-
tisn world with the sad fact that the suffrages
of mankind have alwaye been in their favor,
and tbat Christianity has never been proved to
be & Divive Religion by the verdiot of & mojor-
ity of the human family, because: th:y, the
heathen, number between five and six hundred
millior 8 of ths earth’s population, while Chris-
tianity car count only beiween three and four
bundred miilions, Now while we cannot but
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admit the fact of their premises, will we also
ackno wledge the truth of their conclusions ?
Will we not rather say, with the poet,—

“ But numbers are no mark
That men will right ba fouud ;
A few were saved in Noah's ark
For many millions drowned.”

Yot certain olasses of Protestants do use this
argument to prove that, in separating from the
Church Catholic, their rapid numorical increase
shows their act to have been approved of God :
e g. “Wo,” say the Methodists, * outnumber
tho Charoch in this country five to one, although
it bad a contory the start of us. Is mot this
evidence that the Divine blessing is with us
rather than with you ?" Lot ug biiefly cxamine
this argnment, and s6e whui woight onght to bo
attached to it.

To do evil that good may come is & prinoiple
alike abhorrent to Cnristianity and morahty,
Or whon evil has boen dons, to suppose that is
can ever cease to boe evil beoause oertain bone-
fits may result from it, is & delusion of Satan,
The underlying falsehood on which any sys
tom may be bused will prove to be to it 4 rotten
foundation in tho end. Vice osn never prodace
virtne although it may associate itself with
vi tue, and by mesns of it may sccomplish
some good; but all the good Aaws from the
virtue, although vice may be the instramont.
Schism is an evil condemned of God and
denounced by His word (1 Cor, i, 10; xii. 25 ;
yet schism may take hold of the gospel of
Christ and preach it with zeal, and muy dis:
pense (though without authority) the suora
monis, and the truth may tike effect on the
minds of multitudes, while sshism remains as
odious as ever. ‘' Some preach thoe gospel of
envy,” says St. Paul; yet envy is no less
odious becaunse it hue seized hold of the gospel
to gratify its passion withal. An impostor
may pray with such fervor and preach with
snch elcquence as to oarry the muliitudes with
him, who have no doubt for the time being that
he is & man of God, divinely commissioned to
do good and bless the world by his faithful
labors in the serv:ce of Christ, 8o rects often
arise out of jeslousies or rivalries or ambition
or rovenge. Some Diotrephes who loveth
to have the pre.ominence, but cannot rule in
the Church and will not be subjeot to his
brethren, goes out from them taking with him
their gospel, but ropudiating their authority.
1t enccesstul in gathering followers or inducing
pumbers to join the sobism, it is clsimed to be
an evidence of Divioe approbativn, Can suck
an inference bo legitimately drawn? Mobham-
medunism snd merronism claim the bonefit o:
the same kind of logic. The invariable oon-
sequences of schisms whieh ure divisions, some
times afford 8 carious illus.ration of the value
of the srgament from success. When in the
course of & few generalions, sohism passing
through various chsnges reaches a point whtoh
at the first it regarded as a deuial of the faith,
or from the highest toned orthodoxy de-
generates into the lowest forms of Universsl.
1sm, Unitarianism, or Rationalism, a3 in Geneva
and Gormsny, and in its new role has lurgor
increase than over before, and begins to appro-
priate the argument of numbers in proof of the
Divice tavor, does not every oue ace that &n
argument -0 elastic can really estublish no'hing
at all; that it proves too mroh te¢ prove any-
thing, inssmuoh ae¢ it may domonstrate the
very oppositeg of dootrine or polity to be trae,
and trath and error are by it 8o confoarded or
held in equipoise that the arithmatio of mere
numbers is lovked to, to tarn the scale?

That numerical success oan farnish no argu.
ment in wnroof of Divine favor is evident,
gectarianism iteelf being jadge. For 88 & sect
18 siways & minority depuriiog from a msjority,
in the very sct of Beparatiug they repadiate
the srgument ot numbers. The ** Yox Populi,
vox De” was against them snd condemned
them and condemned their sohism, But they

heeded it wot, In process of time, perhaps,
numbera come to their relisf. Thayinorarss
snd multiply. they booome the mujority, Now
the argument finds favor with thom and is
pressed into their service. Sohism is sought to
ba jastified by the very argument by whioh it
was at first condemned,

If the numerous conversions which have often
aco mpanied schisms, may bo regardad as s
jastification of them, then it will ba diflsalt to
prove schism a sin at ail, tor there is parhaps
pot one among all that have ever taken plise
that has not had somo ingatherings.  Bit does
schism ever stop to ingaire whether those in.
gatherings could not have taken plade in unity
88 woll as in schism; whothor all the good
they claim to have sccomplished onuld not
have been done in the Charch a3 wall a4 gut of
i%, or, to spoak moro in accordance with their
theories, withont makiog & new church for the
oxpress purpose, while all the evils of sohism
would salso have boon avoided? If tho antago-
piams and uncharitabloe discussions, the digin-
togrations and conseguent dobilitation of the
moral power of Christinnity, together with sl
tho skopticism aud free thinkiug, which seot-
arinniem has ongendered, be put iato ono ao.
count aud tho great successes thoy boast of into
the other, and the balance bo struck, will it not
be azainst that cuaso which shnald ba dear to
all, tho Canso of Christ ?  That Christianity as
u powaer in tho land has beon sadly weakened
by the maliiplication of anats, no caudid ob.
server of events oan deny.  Hvory new sohism
is sn argument againsi tho witnoess whioh it
bears for the trath, which, the world suys,
ought to be uniform fo be believed, bat in the
ssme proportion thut it bocomos conflicting it
besomes doabiful ard inoredalous, and leads to
skepticiam and iotiiclity, Wherafore, if the
priviieges of sohism sre to be so dearly bonght,
iat every one forogo the expounsiva luxury, and
sook that unity, both orgario and apiritusl, for
which the Saviour prayed, *that the world
may believe that Thou hus sent mo,”"—7Theo-
kiesia.

81X E3ISENTIALS TO SUNDAY-SCHOOL
WORK,

Theo following six elemoents usre easontial to a
«ell conducted and prosperous Sunday-school,
Omit any ono of thom and yon woaken the rest,
and hinder the usofulness of thoschool, IList it
bo tho concern of overy Sunday-school teacher
to do tho utmost in his or her pawer to sasure
the combined infl tonce of those six elomen's
essential to success :—

1, Parentsl anthority exercised in sonding
chiidren regularly, punotuslly and with lessons,

2. The roctor actnally, and not morsly nomi~
nslly, heud of the sohool a relisble saparintond-
ent baing his administrator.

3. A short and Churehly religious service
with onretully selected hymns,

4 Toachers, mature, experionced, peroeptive,
adupative, studious, upiritunl; always oo nand
punctaslly at sohool time and freguently or
cooasionally at the ohildren’s homes, working
aud playing places,

5. Graded lessons, including : (a) Catechism,
oolioots and other dats of the Chnroh year, with
Soriptarsl whys aod wherciores. (b)) Tae
Bible—* it rather than about it,” it exegesis,
and with special reference to Messianic rela-

tions.
6 Classes and asaoociations of grown persons
for Bible study.—T'he North Bast.

The beginning and the end of a religions life
]

8
To love God with the heart,
To praise God with the lips,
To edlfy others with the_examplo,
—8t, Bonaventure,



