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of the Faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God unto a perfectman.'

Look at the mystery of the Holy Trinity.
The Faith given us by Christ sud banded down
in Hia Churob, le that there are Three Persons
-the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,
who are yet but One God. Docs it matter
whelber we believe this or mot? Surely it
doest The whole Work of God the Son and
Gcd tho Holy Ghost, for our Salvation, resta
upon tbeir Divine nature. One grasp this, and
the Faith will b the mainspriog of or lires.

If we believe in God the Father, as our
Fatber in Heaven, we shaHl seck to live as His
obildren.

If we believe that Jeans Christ is the ouly
begotten Son of God, who became man for s,
that He migbt redeent us from ai and death
and give us Eternal Life-we shall give our
hearts ln loving obedience to His command-
ments. If we believe that ho is now present,
feediug and strengthening us, in His Word sud
Sacraments, we shall bc very earnest in seek-
ing him thora.

If we believe that He bas given His Holy
Spirit to dwell within us, to tesch us, to guide
us, to strengthen us, end to comfort us, we
shall seek to know more of that Holy Spirit
and His marvellous work.

We do not indeed fully understand now, God's
nature and His deal ngs with u-nor does a
child urderstand ail about His eartbly father-
be sin ply believes. The lite of faith is a life
oi growth, sud the more firmly we believe in
God the more shall we know Him, and the
more faithfnlly shall we follow Hia guidance.

The Devil whiers that it docen't matter-
because ho knows that indifference leuda to
ruin. He belvs men to make plans of their
own for salvation, because It fiatters human
pride-but the path of humility ie the path of
e tfety.

Let us seek to value above al this world
can ofer, the Word and Saoraments whicb
Christ bas down in His Church. As little
children, let us learn in ail humility the mys
teries of the Faith-and as mon " contend
earnestly for the Faith once delivered to the
Saints."

SECTJSM- UEJUSTIFIABLE.

One of the most common arguments in
justification of sectism is the succass which bas
attended the varions bodies of Christians who
have adcptdd independent organizations, regard'
less of primitive or Apostolic precedent. Be-
hold, they say, wbat a blessing bas rested on
our ministrations (irregular though you pro-
nounce thom to be?) What numbers have been
gathered into the fold through our instrument.
alities ? Would the Head of the Church emile
upon our ministries if they wore as dofective
as yon represent ? This argument le more
forcible in the mouth of the Roman Catholica
than any other clitss of professing Christians,
for they fer outuumber the entire aggregate of
all Protestant Christians ; and they do use it
freely, not becanse it le logical, but plausible
and quite effectual with a certain clases a think-
ers who imagine that truth muet alwaye he
with the majority. But no one in the least
aequainted with the struggles which Truth bas
always had against numerical odds, will attach
the elighteet weight to the argument ai num-
bars. The heathen may taunt the whole Chris.
tian world with the sad fact that the suffrages
of maikind have always been in their favor,
and that Christianity bas never been proved to
be a Divine Rdigion by the verdict of a mojor-
ity of the human family, because thtey, the
heathen, number between five and six hundrtd
milic a of th eartb's population, while Chris.
tianty can count only between three and four
hundred millions. Now while we cannot but

admit the fact of their Dremises, will we also
acknowledge the truth of their conclasiones?
Will we not rather say, with the poot,-

"But numbors are no mark
That mon wilI right ha found;

A few were eaved in Noah's ark
For many millions drowned."

Yet certain classes of Protestants do use this
argument ta prove that, in separating from the
Church Catholic, their rapid numerical inocreaso
shows thoir act to have beau approved of God :
e g. We," sey the Methaodiste, " outnumber
the Church in this country five to one, although
iL liad a contury the start oi us. Is not this
evidence that the Divine blessing i with us
rather than with you ? Lt us briefly examine
this argument, and sec what weight ought to Le
attached to it.

Ta do evil that good May comae is a principle
aliko abhorrent to Ciristianity and moralhty.
Or when evil bas been doue, to supposa that it
cau ever cease to ho evil beonuse oertain bene
fits may result from it, je a delusion of Satan.
The underlying falsehood on which any sys
tom may be biseud will prove to be to it a rotton
foundation in the end. Vice can never produco
virtue although it may associate itselIf with
vi tue, and by means of it may accomplish
some good; but ail the good fiva from ha
virtue, although vice may b the instrument.

chism le an evil condemned of God and
denounced by His word (I Cor. i. 10 ; xii. 25 ;
yet echism may taire bold of the gospel of
Christ and proach it with zeai, and may dis-
pense (though without authority) the sacra
monts, and the truth may tko uffect on the
minds of multitudes, while schism remains as
odious as aver. " Some preach the gospel of
envy," says St. Paul; yet envy le no less
odions because it hae seized hold of the gospel
to gratify its passion withal. An impoastor
May pray with such fervor and preach with
sBch eloquence as to carry the multitudes with
him, who have no doubt for the time being that
ho le a man of God, divinely commissioned to
do good and blese the world by bis faithful
labors in the service of Christ. Si acts of'ten
arise ont of jealousies or rivalries or ambition
or revenge. Soma Diotrophes who loveth
to have the pre.minenace, but cannot raie in
the Church and will not be subject to his
brethren, goes ont from thorm taking with him
their gospel, but repudiating their authority.
Ifeubcasetl ln gstboring followers or inducing
numbers ta joli> thc sabiazu, iL le ciaimad ta La
an evidence ut Divine approbation. Can suh
an inference ho legitimately drawn ? Mobaz-
medunism and mormuonism claim the boenfit or
the sm kin d of logic. The invariable con-
sequenoe§of aiacharna which are divisions, sema
times ufford a curions illusration of the value
of the argument from sueccis. Whon in th>
course of a few generations, sohisum passing
through varions changes resches a point which
at the firat it regarded as a deial of the faith,
or from the higheat toned orthodoxy de,
generates into the lowet forma of Universal-
im, Unitarianism, or Rstionalinm, sin Geneva

and Germany, and in its new role bas larger
increase than ever before, and begine to appro.
priate the argument of numbers in proof of the
Divine lavor, does not every oae sec that an
argument r o elastia can really establisb no'hiug
uai i; that it proves too mach to prove any-
thing, inaamuch as it may domonstrate the
very opposites of doctrine or poiity to b trua
and truth and error are by it su confounded or
held in equipoise that the arithm3tic of mure
numbers i iouked to, to tarn the soale ?

That numerical euccees cau furnish no argu-
ment in »roof of Divine favor is evident,
aeotarianism itself being jadge. For as a sect
la always a minority aeparLing from a majority,
in the very at of separating they repudiate
the argument ut numbers. Tue" Vox Popui,
vox Dut" was against them and concamned
thei and condemned their scisn. But they

heeded it not. In process of time, perhaps,
numbers come to their relief. They inorna'se
and multiply, they boame the majwitv. Now
the argument finds favor with them and is
pressed into their service. Sehism is souht to
be jastified by the very argument by whieh it
was et first condemned.

If the numerous conversions whish have often
sco .mpanied sohisms, may b rearded as a
justification of them, thon it will b diffiuit te
prove schism a sin et all, for there is perhaps
not one among ail that have ovor taken plwe
that has not had soma ingatherings. Bit doas
schism ever stop to inquire whether these in.
gathering coald not have taken place in unity
as well as in schism ; whethor ail the good
they claim to have acomplished could not
have beau done in the Church as well as out of
it, or. to speak more in accordance with their
theories, without making a new church for the
express purpose, while ail the evils of schiem
would also have beca avoidod ? If the antago.
nisms and unîcharitablo discussions, the disin.
togrations and consequont debilitation of the
moral powor of Christianity, togethor with ail
the skepticis and free thinking, which soot.
arianism has ongendored, bo put into one se.
cont and the great successes they bonst of into
the other, and the balance bu strurk, will it not
ho against that cauo whioh sho ild be dear ta
all, thu Cause of Christ? That Christianity as
a power in the land has bon sadly weakened
by the multiplication of sants, no caudid Ob
servor of avents can deny. Evory now schim
ie an argument against the witnass whioh it
bears for the trnth, whicî. the world says,
ought to be uniform to be believed, but in the
sema proportion that it bocomos confilcting it
becomes doubtful and incredulaous, and leads to
skepticism and intilolity. Wherefore, if the
priviloges of schisi are to le so dearly bought,
iet every one forago the expensivo luxury, and
scok that unity, both orgtiio and spiritual, for
which the Saviour prayed, "that the world
may bolieve that Thou irs sent mn."-Theo-
klesia.

SIX ESSENTLALS TO SUNDAY-SCHOOL
WORiK.

The following six alements are essential to a
'ell conducted and prosporous Sunday-achool.
Omit auy one of thom and you weakan the rest,
and hinder the usofulnos of the school. Lit it
b the concern of overy Sunday-school teacher
to do the utmost in his or her p)Wer to sciure
the combined inflience of those six loienen¶s
essential to success:-

1. Parental authority exeroised in sending
children rogularly, punotualLy and with lassons.

2. The rotor atually, and not meraly nomi-
nally, head of the school a reliablae suporintnd-
ont being hie administrator.

3. A short and Churahly religious service
with aaretally solcDed hymne.

4 Teacbers, mature, expurionoed, perceptive,
adaptative, studious, upirituat; always ou nand
punatually at sohool time and frequently or
occasionally at the children's homes, working
and playiag places.

5. Graded lessons, including: (a) Catechism,
coliouts and other data of the Ohurch year, with
Scriptural whys and whero:ores, (b) Tae
Bible-" It rather than about it," its exogesis,
and with spocial reference te Mossianic rela-
tions.

6 Classes and asqociations if grown persons
for Bible study.-The North East.

The beginning and the end af a religions life
le

To love Gd with the heart,
To praise Gd with the lips,
Tu edify others with the.exsmplo.

-St. Bonaventure.
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