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EGCCLESIASTICAL NDTES.

CanoN ARgLes has offered 'a marble floor for
ihe choir of the Cathadral, Peterborough, Eng.,
to the Restoration Committee.

Tazx tract, ‘“ The Chuoreh end Her Ways,” is
getting & world wide fame. The one hundred
and tenth thonsand has just been printed.

Tk Bishops of Edinburgh and Glargow,
Scotland. bave just become patrons of the
Cherch Army. A night reseue ghelter has
been opened in the Edgware-road, Glasgow by
this sooiety, which seeks to reach ithe lowest
ard most depraved. It is conducted on distinot
ly religious lines,

Tar Bishop Suffragan of Reading, Eng., (Dr.
Racdall). has been presented with  Pastoral
Staf value £200. At the same time Mrs,
Randall was presented with a fine portrait of
ber huebard, painted by Mr Charles Furse, sor
of Canon Farse, of Westminster, The gifts
wero accompanied by a beantiful album, con
1uining sn illuminated address and the names
of the snbsoribers

At Trinity Chuorch, Eastbourne, England,
recently, & young woman, who was a candidate
for Confirmation, made a public renunciation of
the doctrines of the Church of Rome. After
the lesson, the vicar, Rev. W. Bathurst, M A,
proceeded to the Communion Table, and baving
made some preliminary remaiks, read a Form
of Recantation, which the convert repeated
loud after him. Prayer was then offered
up, and the service was resumed,

Unper the instruction of the Bishop, the
Sunday schools of lowa, U.8., are to be organ-
ized as & ' Missionary Host” Any school
may become s **Cohort’ of the Host with a
“ Commandant,” Each Cohort is to bo divided
into “ Bunds" of ten under a * Captain.” A
badge is to be given to each member and
s bunoor will be presented to the Cohort which
shall make the largest offering in proportion
to membershsp during apy yesr,

Toe Use or Our CrurcHES —Tho question
s sometimes raised as to theuse of our churches
ior.the funeral services of members of orders,
secieties, military organizations, e'c. It should
pot sdmiv of & question, that no order, society,
or the like, has any right to occupy our hounses
of worship which are set apart by conscorativp
solely for religious uses according to our own
forms. These societies and sssociations have
no more control over the Church or the
services to be conduoted in the Church, than
the clorgyman or vestry cen control the halls
and lodge rooms of these same soc olies, or the
observances held in the same. The clergyman
I the sole arbiter respecting the rervices held
in the church building ander his charge, aud
he is responsible mot to the public, the news.
paper press, ur even, Lo the vestry for his
decisions in this matter, but to the Canons of
the Church and the ecolesiostical anthority.—
The Towa Churchman,

WaaT A Vesrry Canwor Do.—It must not

he forgotten that it in not in the power of a
vestry ‘“to epcumber or sliensle any conse
crated chureh or chapel without the previous
consent of the Bishop, scting with the advioce
and consent of the Standing Committee " This
is not the arbitrary decision of the Bishop, but
the ezpress provision of the Canons of the
general Church. Any action in contravention
to this Canon is, so far as the vestry is con.
cerned, ultra vires,; snd any such morlzage or
deed of rale wonld be held invalid by the oivil
courts —The Tewa Churchman.

Tar BisE0P DBSIGNATE oF DokEanm —-Canon
Westcotit's appointment has evoked wide spread

expressions of satisfaction, even more perhaps
oufside the Anglican Church than within iis
pale. He has written a letter io the diocese
oarncs!ly asking for the prayers of thore with
whom in futore he is to be intimately con-
nooted, adding —* My whole strength lica in the
trust that the prayers of friends of the whole
diocese will be with me. I come in simplest
obedience, offering the little which [ have with
out reserve.” It is anticipated that the Ember
Collest, slightly varied to mest tho rpecial oase,
will be generally used wntil the new Bishop’s
consecration. Amidst all that has been written
npon the merits of the Biehop designate of Dar-
ham, it is curious, says the Yorkshire Post, that
go little should have been eaid as to his ora-
torical power. He has nover beon a freqnent
speaker on a platform, or pulpit drndgoe avail
able at almost overybody’s book and eull, pro
vided that the occaeion wae one of sufficient
importance, but as a matter of fact ‘thero are
fow moro powerful speakers than Dr. Westcott.
The Bishopdesignate has five sons in Holy
Ordors, all of whom were ordained by Bishop
Lightfoot ; three on oue day—St. Thomss’
Duy, 1864 - five yoars before the death of the
Bishop on the tame fertival. Oupe of the rons
was offercd tho Greok Proffership in the Uni.
versity of Durhum on tho deuth of Canon
Evans, bat declined it. It is an interesting
coincidence (the Pall Mall Gazetle observes)
that one of the windows in the Bishop’s Chape!
at Anckland Castie vontaing a striking portrait
ol Canon Westcott, arrayed in & gorgeous cope.
It is said that whon tho lato Bishop was reno-
vating tho interior of tho chapel he was asked
by the srtist of the now windows what kind of
faces he preforred for the bishops and monks,
whereupon Dr. Lightfoot handed bim s number
ol photograpbs, saying ibat *‘thos: were the
faces he liked best to wee around bim " As.
cordingly the present Archbishop of Cunrer-
bury sppears in a cope and miitre ag the
representative of one of his carly predecossors,
aod on his right hand stands the newly ap-
pointed Bishop of Darham, Among the other
faces in the picture are clearly recogunizabie the
late Bighop of Manohester (Dr. Frazer), and
the present Bithop of Winchester,

Lay Reapeus.—The Cuuons of the Church
limit the duration of a Lay reader’s license
to one year. Tbe licerse of & Ly reader in a
vacaLt parish terminatos when a clergyman
enters upon duly in the same, either as rector
or by the Bishop’s appointment. It is not iu.
tended thst & license shall be given or renewed
in any case withont the written roquest of the

olergyman in oharge No loyal layman will
presume to officiato a8 a Lay reader withont a
lioense, whioh when properly asked for. can be
bed by any communioant poseesging the moral
and inteliectnsl qoualifications, This is the
law of the general Church.—The Towa Church-
man

CONFIRMATION.

Tax Inwarp Guaor on GiFr oF Gop.

Q. Was thero any ciicumstance in the Life
of our Lord that may besaid t- have prefigured
this Gift of the Holy Spirit, as lollowing sfter
Buptism, as a distinct Gift, yet very closely
united with it ?

A. Yes. When our Lord Himself was bap-
tised by Jobn the Baptist Hoe “went up
straightway out of the water, and, lo,” (while
He was ‘‘praying,” St. Luoke adds) ' the
heavens wore opened unto Him, and he (John)
saw tho Spirit of God descending like a dove
and Jighting opon Him." & Matt. iii 16.

Our Lord had been born by the operation of
the Holy Ghost, He bad beow sanctified, in His
human nature, wholly by the same Holy Ghost,
ovon from iho beginning; but, nevertheless
tho Holy Ghost desconded upon Him now in a
fulter mossure, anoioting Him for the work of
His lifo

8o we aro ** born anew of water and the Holy
Ghost” in Baptism, *“ by one Spirit are we all
baptized into one Body," but “ we recoive aftor-
warde, through Laying on of Hands, a renewal
of the Holy Ghost, when God anoints us, and
seals us, und g.ves us the earnest of our in’heri-
tance"'— stablishing, strengthening, or confirming
us for the work of our life. 'We thereby receive
our Consecration to the Priosthood of the Laity,
* Ye also...are built up of a spiritual house, AN
HOLY PHIBBTHOOD, t0 offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” 1 Peter
5.

Q How do wo pray for this great Gift in our
Coufirmation Office ?

A. In a prayer ‘“‘which in substance has

boen used in both the Eastern and Westorn

‘[ branches of the Church in Hurope from time

immemorial.” It is ono of the oldest prayers
in our Proyer Book. St. Ambrose, Bishop of
Milsn, fifteen hundred yeare ago, refers to it:
It bas been used in the Churoh of England for
at least 1,200 years., By the universal use of
this prayer throughout sll Branches of the
Chorch in all ages, we have a very olear testi-
mony to the universally received dootrine on
the subject of Corfirmation.

Q. Which is the prayer ?

A. It immediately precedes the Laying on of
Hands— )

Almighty and everlasting God, who hast
vouchsafed to regenerate these thy Servants by
Water and the Holy Ghost, and hast given unto
them forgiveness of all their sins; Strengthen
them, wo beseech Thee, O Lord, with the Holy
Ghost the Comforter, and daily inorease in
them thy manifold grace; the spirit of wisdom
and understanding; the spirit of counsel and
ghostly strength; the spirit of knowledge and
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