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My Sketch—Hair-Dressing -Pretty Shoes
Housewifely House-Linen.

My sketch shows you that we are gradually leaving off
our furs, both as wraps and trimmings, but it is well to see
the bitter winds of March well past before we quite say fare-
well to them. 1 theretore give you a new model of a spring
jacket in blue-black cloth., The long vest or waistcoat is
of velvet, and framing it in are long ornaments of black pas-
sementerie, which end in fringes, as you see. on each side.
The back is made plain, and fits qite tightly to the figure,
except for the two under pleats, which are necessary togive
the required amplitude to the basque of the jacket. Now,
if you wish still to make this a little more wintry it will
cost very little to add a flat piece of fur inside the Medici
collar, the ends being allowed to continue down the front
to the hem of the coat, like a fur trimming. With similar
pieces of fur added as cuffs to each sleeve, it at once be-
comes a thorough winter wrap for cold days, Of course
these additions would be made removable, to take off and
on, according to the state of the weather. Itisalways well
to remember these little arrangements, for they often be-

come real econ_uiics. Now, please look at the hat, which
is one of the three-cornered Louis XV, shapes, and made
of felt to wear with this jacket. It is bordered with black
feather trimming, and if desired a little smarter, a narrow
gold cord may be added round the brim, about three-quar-

ters of an inch away from the extreme edge. I give alsoa
design for a simple, little bonnet that is useful for every-day
wear, and rather brighter and more spring-like than the
heavy-locking felt ones of the past two months, It is made
of velvet, with bows of velvet ribbon in any colour you find
useful to wear with the rest of your costume. Apricot,
capucine, a peachy mauve, or pale green, are all colours
that will go with almost any dark tint. There is not much
to be said just yet about what we are to wear, but the latest
news {from Paris states that cloth of a light make will be as
much in favour for early spring dresses as it has been in its
thicker qualities for those of the past winter. All the
jackets, and most of the short mantles now making for
March wear are composed of it, and very pretty they are.
For dresses also, there is nothing more becoming, for it has
such a way of falling into beautiful round full folds.
- - »

[air-dressirg [ am glad to say, is becoming a little more
reasonable. We have no longer the helmet-shaped arrange-
ment of hair, with which some peoble used to cover their
heads, and it is only those young girls who are endowed
with a super-abundant chevelure who are compelled to pile
it up in exaggerated looking masses on the top of the head.
Womenu are learning to appreciate the beauty of a shapely
head, and thus nothing is done to interfere more than can
be helped with its natural symmetry. The hair is still
pressed into large waves and drawn to the back of the head,
where it is clubbed into a small chignon, from which afew
light curls may escape, if desired, to break its uniformity.
Wreaths are beginning to be worn, or a circlet of balls ot
gold or tortoise-shell laid lightly round the hair, which is
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no longer allowed to cover the top but on the crown of the
head, as in the accompanying iilustration. Young girls
wear some of the same ribbon that trims their dresses
knotted like a Scotch snood round the head, and when
flowers are added they are only of the very smallest, sim-
plest kinds, such as snowdrops, hyacinthe, lily of the valley,
mimosa, white heather or forget-me-nots. Aigrettes of
diamonds are either combined with little sprays of flowers,
or tiny tips of ostrich feather, and these are the principal
coiffure for young married ladies, but in no instance is the
hair or its ornament allowed to increase the size of the
head.
* #* *

Pretty shoes are far more frequent nowadays than they
used tobe, I can remember the time when nothing but
black or white were considered correct, and now all colours,
including gold and silver, are permissible. I hear that the
newest shapes that aie being made in Paris are to be either
quite high upon the front of the foot as in King Charles I1’s
time, or cut down very low, so as to make the fore part of
the foot look very short, like those we see in the panto-
mimes on a harlequin. In all cases our evening shoes must
match our diesses in material and colour, but I do not hear
of very large bows or rosettes heing worn just yet—merely
buckles for the high shoes, and a diamond solitaire button
for the low ones.

* * *

Housewitely house-linen is one of the things that more
than any other gives an air of refinement to the home.
Many ladies spend—they would hardly like it called waste
—a great number of hours in endless fancy work, marvels
of crewel, ecclesiastical, and other embroideries, useful for
very little but to while away that so-called enemy ¢* Time.”
[t is much to be regretted that they should not spend their
handiwork on something more worthy the labour they be-
stow, I will therefore, to-day, chat about the decoration
of house-linen, and show by what pretty artifices, elegance,

and beauty even, may be introduced into thesé P.‘ o
necessaries of life, adding, however, that whilst.'t !
necessary to decorate all one’s ordinary house-lﬂ'“"'w
will object to having their best sheets, pillow cases N4
covers, &'c., made as pretty as possible to enha”‘:et 55 :
pearance of the guest chamber. To begin withthe* 2y -
the end that is ¢‘turned down” may be embe"isrlcd kaf :
wide hem, and hem stitched or sewn with an opeP ,w
drawn threads, then finished off with Coventry frilliné fit.
inches wide, gathered on with sufficient fullness 05
when ironed. The hem.stitch that is vrettiest for ¢ “n
of linen is done as follows : fold a hem nearly t*° X
wid-, and tack it down very evenly, draw about t“"'ct ]
just below the edge of this hem. Take a stitch un®® .
of the perpendicular threads left by the drawings ot &
the needle in again where you began, but bring it o J,_
stead through the hem, just beyond and aboveé the [
the six threads. The hem-stitch must be repes€® .
opposite erd of the perpendicular threads as well 5 th 190
be done by either taking up the same six threads eacd d!"’f;%‘
or by taking alternately three threads of one sety V,nd’vti
of the next, giving the appearance of a sort of ot
pattern.  An insertion of drawn threads, called. gk
tirato” is made by drawing three threads, and le"v!n:,ﬁi‘.ﬂ
both ways of the linen for as wide as required. “p‘é‘:
linen thread, sew over each row of three threadss W
the needle at the back where they cross each othe’* i
doing this both ways, Lutton hole the two edges °
certion, Pillow-cases to match are made with t i
stitch or insertion on the other side, at the Samelso i
from the edge as the wide hem of the sheet, and 3
Coventry frilling. Counterpanes can be m"‘.ie eJ;
pretty of coarse or fine Saxony linen-canvas, mn cw P
white cheese straining cloth, or any of the many od
figelle coloured materialsdeemed suitable, and ad® .
German cross stitch, Russian or crewel embr’
co'oured cottons in a wide border, with crest, 3" i

. n C
monogram in the middle ; if of cheese-strainin® ,,J‘"
or an o C‘J :
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sertions are easily worked in the stuff itself, or 2
of torchoun lace looks very nice Jet in with a W! €
the same lace to finish off the edge. These C'ou:u s
being transparcnt, are never quite complete W‘t‘hbt gyeﬁ" :
lining of pale blue, pink, maize yellow, Of lig sel‘t". ;
which can be taken out when it is necessary t© do tﬂv
the wash., [ should like to show you how 10

covers but I must leave it till a future letter.
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It is impossible, however, to deny that the Wl:oml’.l‘w

and prospects of Home Rule have beel ed dl""“
changed by very recent events. The undefer was ® *
case in last November, in which Mr. parnell 1he i!r
spondent, for the first time completely dispel o

sions which the great body of the English Non¢ lhgt'ﬂ"
appear to have formed about the charactél ove
remarkable man, who has for many years go esP"d:j
Ilome Rule movement with the most complet® ce ,
and on whom its course in the immediate fut“counm
mainly to depend. There is probably no other :
Europe in which such an explosion of feeling asch’d’
on this occasion could have been produced by Suo“‘ o

It was evidently perfectly genuine and SPODtani , pot B
sprang from the most respectable of sentimen** ;cgill
not, perhaps, surprising that it should have ve 1P
wildered foreign nations, and that it should ha £ fec
some cool observers at home with me]"~"‘:holy itic?
about the kind of influences by which moder? o ¥
be swayed. When Mr. Gladstone, at the agf al lifcy 4
five, after more than fifty years of active P"]'“co oy *
denly announced the complete reversal of the Ppurs”‘d~
Ireland which had heretofore been uni{orm]fy
his party and by himself, the great body © y ﬂfﬁ'
Nonconformists blindly followed him.

shaken by all the revelations of the speci® o
They were prepared to place the govel’nment 0
fellow-countrymen in the hands ot a maf

convicted of a treasonable conspir§CY 5]
duplicity ; of a course of conduct direct Yn
perhaps as large an amount of fraud, tyr2? ; it
as any movement of the nineteenth centuf f the
when he was proved guilty of a breaC on"‘d
commandment, which was totally unc heif c.
his public life, that the scales fell from the Ho
they declared that they would abando? “g H
cause if he remained at its head.—V'*

in North American Review for March.

AN

1 coﬂl

o




