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relatives will lament her deceafe; and hu-

manity will long remember her virtues.

Let me explain, and cndcavour juitly to-
applaud the talents and virtues of Elvira.
She was the dauvghter of 3 man who op-
pofed the torrent of adverfity, with induf-
try and fortitude. He firuggled for his
hmtly with fuccefs, and experienced from
.themin his age that affe@ion and duty,
which enable us to endure the woeis of
age, with tranquility and refignation,
Often did he (natch her, with parental ar-
dour, from the boformof her affe@ionate
mother, and as aften was fhe reconveyed
to that fourceof noun{hmcng and comfcrt,
by maternal folicitude. :
As'theadvanced in years, her education
was atiended o with affe@ion, undsr the
guiddnce of rsafon. Ewvery degree of in-
. ftru&ion was beflowed cn hery, which the
country, in which fhe was born, could. at-
ford. Pofleffed of the greateft endowments
her mind anticipated the leffuns of her
teachers'y and atthe age of fifteen, fhe was

acknowledged to be both beautiful in per-

for, and accomplifbed in mind. Pride
ackrowledged her acquifitions, and even
envy confefled the. graces and merits of
Elvira, )

Butat this period-her trials commenced.
In the fpacc of three days the was deprived
of both bher parents. How"calamitous
_was her fitvation ! how extreme was her
grief! The truly filial heart alone can en-
‘testain an adequate idea of her anguith,
She had ahended them with folicitude,
during their ficknefs, wept over their cof-
fins with true piety, and i}l venerated
their memory with the moft ardent affec-
tion, °
the public office which was occupied by
her father,, had hitherto adminifiered fup*
‘port to the family, Without: the levity,
but with the hapes,
“youth, fhe had looked {orward to compe..
tzncy, 4nd occafionally to affluence, From
“the bofom of an aﬁec’honatn mothet,y the
- had imbibed delicacy; and on the knee of
her father, fh'e had been taught to'exuls.
in a profpettof wealth,

How diftreffing, for a peuod wete the

She was not then confcious, that -
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- feelings of the maiden! As a daughter (he

endured extreme anguith'; and found hers
fell expofed to all the diffidulties of a'de.
pendent fituation. ' No relation proffered
affitancc; and afrer the fale of her fa«~
ther's  effe@s, (every. dedu@ion having

‘been made) her guardian difcovered, thag:

only fifty pounds remained. - He gave hee
that counfel which was worthy of the of.
fice be had undertaken, and received her
into his houle. So .fweet: was the difpo.
fiion, fo mild was the deportment of .-
Elvira, that fhe conciliated the efieem of.
all with whom fhe converfed, She ‘was
fully convinced of the narrownefs of her
circumftances ; and therefore founded her
expc@ations on propriety of appearance,”
docility of mind, and re@itude of heart..
But f(hortly (ocipty was deprived of the
amiable confort of her guardian. -1a her’
fhe a fecond time lot a tender mother,

A few weeks after this mourful event
hér guardiag was hornied out of cxxﬁencc
by a fever ; but before he expired, he ré- .
quefled an interview.,  She attended his:
fummons. After a fhort conxerfation, he:
fent for Hilario, bhis nephew.. As they-
fat at his bed-fide, he thus addreffed them,
“ But a few days ago I regularly made a
will, which entitles you to equal fhares of
my property. May that property, in this -
inftance, continue undivided.™ He (carcely’
had ceafed to fpeak, before he expired,’
His meaning was underftood. - After due
refpe had been: paid to his ‘memory,
Hilario paid his addreffes to Elvira. -She
way far from being infenfible to his merit;
and, mindful of thelalt admonition of her -
guardnan beflowed her heart and herhand -

according to the dictates.of prudcnce, and.

the fentiments of love..
She continued four years to cxhi hit aR

illuftrious example of conjugal and maters "

nyl affeftion; when the world-was deprived
of hee virtues, - Yet her memory muft be -
ever revered, efpecially when we recolle@,
that {he was not abjed in adverfity, nor
infolent_in profperity ; and that fhe in.-
the moft exemplary manner, difcharged the
dutics.of the davghter, the wnfe, Lhe mo._
thcr, and the clmﬂxan. K
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Ufually fhcar one - hundrrd and thirty

~fheep, - moftly ewes. . . 'They pafture
thmugh tht famuner, \ut‘l litde oth.r at- -
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tention to them, than occaﬁona!l) count.
ing them. -~ In"winter, - they -al{o: ‘hife for:
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