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relatives will lament ber deceafe, and bu.-.
manity. will long remember ber virtues.
Let me explain, and endeavour juily to
applaud the talents and virtues of Elvira.
She -was the daughter of a man who op-
pored the torrent of adverfity, with induf-
try and fortitude. He flru gled for his
family with fuccefs, and experienced frorp
thcm-in bis age that affeaion and duty,
which enable us to endure the woes of
ag<e, with tranquility and refignation.
Often did he (natch her, w¶ith patentai ar-
dour, from the bofontnoL her affetiuna'te
mother, and as often was the reconveyed
to that fource of nouriihment and comfort,
by nternal folicitude.

As fhe advanced in years, ber education
w.as attended go wvith affedlion, unoi:r the
guidance of reafon. Every-degrec of in-
.nruaion was bel.owed on ber, which the
country, in which fhe was born, could af-
ford. PotelTed of the greatefn endowments
ber mind anticipated the leffuns of ber
teachers-; and atthe age of fifteen,.rne was
ackiiowlcdged to be bo.h beautiful in per-
fon, and accomplifbed in mind. Pride
ackr.owledged ber acquifltions, and even
envy confeffed he. Sraces and meritâ of
Eivir a.

But at this pcriodsher trals commenced.
In the fpace of thice days Che wss deprived
of botij ber parents. How calamitous
was her fituation ! how extreme was her
grief i The truly filial heart alone can en-
tertain an adequate idea of her anguifli.
She had'attended tihem with folicitude,
during their ficknefs, wept over their cof-
fins with true piety, and fill vencrated
their memory with the moft ardent affec-
tion. ý She was not then confeious, that
the public office which was occupied by
her father,, had hitherto adminiflered fup-
port t the family. Without. the lcvity,
but with the hopes, which are natural to
youth, fhe had looked forward to coumpe..
t;:ncy, ánd occafionally to affluence. From
the bofom ot an affeclionate mothce, fhe
had imbibcd delicacy; 'and on tie knee of
her father, (h'e had been taught to exulç
in a profpc&of weael.

How diflreing, for a period, were the

feelingis of.the maiden ! As a daughter. the
endured extrenie anguilh,; and found.hcr..
felf expored to al tht diffidulties of a'de,
pr.ndent fituation. No relation prosffered
aflifancc; and after the Cale of ber fa...
ther% e*6ffe, (evcry: deduaion having
been made) lier guardian difcovered, thag:
only fifty pounds remained. He gave her
that counfel which vas worthy of the of-.
fice lie had undertaken, and receivéd her
into his houfe. So fweet- was the difpo.
fition, fo mild was the deportment of
Elvira, that fhe_ conciliated the flecnm of.
ail with whom'lhe converfed. She was
fully convinced of tie narrownefs.of ber,
circumftances ; and therefore foundedher
expe8ations on propriety of appearance,
docility of mind, and rel;itude of hcart.
But (honily fociety was deprived of tbe
amiable confort of ber guardian. sIn -her
the a fecond time loÇua tender mother.

A few weeks after this mourful event
hér cuardiad: was, hurr:ied out of'exiflencs
by a fever ; but before lie cxpired, he ra
quefIed an interview. She attended hie
fummons. After a fhort con'erfation, ho
lent for Hilario, his nephew.. As they
fat at his bed -fide, he thus addr.fTed them.,
" But a few days ago I regularly made a
will, which entitles you to equal (hares of
my property. May· that property, in this
inflance, continue undivided." Be fcaretely
had cea(ed to p.eak, before he expired.'
His, meaning was underflood.., After due
refpe& had been. paid to his memdry,
Hilario paid bis addreffes to Elvira. She
was fat from being infenfible t hisrmeric;
and, mindful of the-lail admoriition of her
guardian, heflowed lier h.eart and her hand
according to the didates.of prudence, and
the fentiments of love.

She continued four years to cxhihit art
illualrious example of conjugal and mater.
n4l affe&ion; when theworld-was deprived
of ber virtues. Yet her memory mua be
ever revered, efpecially when we recollef,
that -flic was not abje& in adverfity, nor
inflcnt in profperity ; and that: the in
the.mol exemplary mariner, difcharged the
duties of thse daughtrr, the wife, the'mo.
thcî,~~änd the chrifliani.
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Ufually thear one hundred and thirty
th -lecp, mofly wes. They paRure

hrough thse fummrner. .ith little other ap
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tention to them, than oceafionallycdunt
ing tbem. ln'winter they alfo (hift for
humfelves> ii ñids unfown,. with~out be
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