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THB B3A T LD SIGER. ing withyour hot roils .yon read the leader. fromabeginning and an occasional one to mos of the monthly magazine.
(wriitei fortha. Ocaiiadi4in ,1î1ustratedawg.] to end, but you would as soon think of sotting yourelf the, Bydegrees his income from these sources increased to£uch an

task of finding out the names of the mon who wrote them as extent as to justify hira in throwing up his appointmont in
A ,ànmmer nightfall-a still blue sky, of seeking an introduction to a peripatetic showman, beeuse his eedy Government office, and taking to literature as hi

Growinag gray down the shadow streti you have derisIed sone whinsical amusement froms bis wooden sole means of support. He joined the '4ged Pilgdma," with
And tho murnous rhythu fresUobss tes dolls So I warn you beforehandi that if you expeot to find whom hie snarti showy, conversational powers and irrepres.

Floats with the wind and tho vaning n ht many notabilities anong -the "ÀAged Pilgrim," you ill be siblegood humour made him a immense favourite. Ho lied
Away from the great town's itter and ht disappointed. But ta imy* word for it that h y are mostly heldu eto thelir.brotherhood for about two ycars at the date
Whore thebreozo in the o urtains oftly atira, clever fellows, that they may ail be termed good follows, if you of hie introduction, to the reader. I agaln apologise for bring-
And under the wainsoot a.lune crieket ehira have no objection to place a li beral construction on the words ; ing him into notice amid the unpolite surroundings of a thea-

'W d , ,etortuna monotone alJvlly Super1With ceaseless monoton always near d tht wenever an IlAged PilgrimI" fals sick, and i. therc- trical hocue of cal, but as unfortunately, the s Jolly Super "
But the distant imurmur of square and street by prevented from saurning his weekly income, he has no sas the place whero Ralph Warren was gonerally to bu found,

Is lest as a voies divides the nir, occasion to appeal to his brother Pilgrims for assistance, for as it was her that he, in company with other Aged Pilgrimia
Fa1ina in tons that arc sadsdr esu-igt, thrassistanceis volunteered with a liberality which only those usually dined, always wrote hie articles, and genrally: speniFrom a se*-.mr doaimioder the lanap-light thenrsitac utcls pu
A girl-whouina thin worn shawl balf conceats, who know how hardly. the dole of a literary hack ig earned his evunings, it will bu seen that I have a excuse.for so doing.
But enough of a figure and face reveals can appreciate. I am bound, in justice, te admit that, good After ail, bu was more to bu pitied than blamed. If ho had

Ter d hr trihc iseer go furagi.ave fai'r. feîovs as thuy are, they have for the most part a repruhen- had only an opportunsity of making bimself at home with
-A the crowd's eager gaza. The face itself veil'd sible yearning for bar-parlours, long clays, and spittoons ; but three or four decent familles of regular habits and with pretty

By the dusky gold of ber loosen d hair. you must bear in mind that. I praycd you te undurstand the daughters in them, he would have been as. mch disgusted
A boy-ber brother-is gloonily lcaning £ terni Il good fellowI" n its most liberal sense. with this Bohitmlan life as you yourself are. But this oppor-

Vithin the shadow, his face tear-stain'd1 Of these "good fellows" one of the best was Ralph Warren tunity bad never becn offered to hm, and so be stuck to his
Answering ber glance, with bis own sad reanin _.a tall, fair-haired young fullow, with a clever but mot as Bêhemianism as the odily form of lifo which was open to him..Shatken with sorrow-a griot unfeign'd.
Ah awhat lvisb nionsure ofsiiverorgold strictly handsome face; indeed, if the truth must bu spoken, Ralp vas sitting in the club-room of the "Aged Pligrima,"
For thei nemory his heart now forever must hold bis appearance spoke mnuch too plainlv of extremely irregular on thu first floor of the la Jolly Super," with half-a-doxen other

Could aton But was it ascarlet sn hours, and extremely regular brandies-and-soda, to justify any memburs of that sociable brotherbood. They were not par-
Had nDver voucbsafed thetn a gneraushand very comiplimentary remarks on that score I am suorry to add ticularly jolly at thiat moment, for news had just arrived of

Till hunger had driven ber food te win? liat bis clothes were rather mildewy, and bis boots a trifle iop- the failure of a new speculativu magazine in whichthey were

a faltering sweetness her voice was fillin sided; bis linen, however, was clean, and se wcre his face and ail interested, and of the bankruptcy of the proprietor. Poor
Just nuw in the words "You'llfor.et iathleen1" hands. I hardly know how te reconéilu theu teru " gentle- Warren was especially downin the mouth, as ho had boeu sont

And anoe with a passionato impulse t'rilling manlv" with this rather unprompising descriþtion, but there dowft ta Sheffiuld by the editor with instructions to remain,a
na -'Coea bak to E din, y onMavournee '. certainly was an air of easy frankuness about Italph Warreu--a fortniight, and tI "do" a chatty descriptive accotant of s'il the

Their slender dole in her pa runask'd ; genial gentlenanly bonhoni-, combined with a suggestion of mauuafacturts of that cheerlesa city for the magazine in ques-
But the nibt wanes chill. and the narrow street quiet, conscious power, that induced you to forget his suedi- tion. By, way of rider to bis instructions, he was told to make

Grods sent. til tbey lone are [eite ness and bis sodas-and-brandy, and te dub hin "gentleuanu" himself as jolly as circumatances w6uld permit, and not on
It more than ever strang iAnd sweet- before you had enjoyed live minutes of bis conaversation. any accoun t te sparu any uxpense. lie had acted fully upon

In point of fact, Warren was a gentleman by birth and cdu- illese hints-hu bad taken pains with the articles, he had
But he putce in St. artns s paare erad swerication, Hîis father, Lieutenant-Colonel the Hon. Guy Warren, sparcd no expense wbatever, and ho was anxiously expecting
Grown paler and caddor heur by hour. was the second soutof Lord Singleton, an extremely wealthy a cheque for a hundrecfand twenty-five Pounds (seventy-five

Tremble athwart its blacken'd bars. but eccentric noblenan, who quarrelled on principle with pounds for the papers, and fifty for his hotel bill and travel-
there thse ookm gathers do ees, two fgures glide every member of bis famnily, except his heir-apparent or pre- ling expenses), when the uews of the collapse of the whole

God help thenr! The baptismal dews oftpoace sumptive for the time being. Lord Singleton bad turned thing arrived. They were endeavouring to restore the balance
Fall not for stich ; nor any rest. Ralph's father into the world at the age of sixteen, with an of their equanimity with thcir cutomary panacea--brandy-
But dli. adowarped. n pi opressu ensign's commission in a marching regiment and a hundred a and-soda; but wbuther it was that brandy-and-soda as a

G. H. M. year, coming to an unavowed determination to avail himnself remedy did not apply to loasses aboya five pounds, or whether
Montreal.1870 otrthe earliest opportunity that shouild arise of quarrelling the irrepressible good humour and aggravating jollity of Sam

with this unfortunate young oflicer, anf of forbiddiug him the Travers (the low comedian of the Parnassus), who bad that
Y F W Ehouse, asanatural cousequence. The opportunity sooai arose. day signed an engagement for the next seasonat an increaseAGuy "went wrong' lin the matter of debts before he bad been of five pounds a week to his salary, operated am a damper with

six months with bis regiment; bis father paid the score with- which it was impossiblo to contend, I doa't know, but cer-
BY w. S. GILBERT. out a murmur; intimated to Guy that he would not bW cheer- tainly the conversation flagged to an extent almost unknown

fully received at Singleton any more and, indeed, determined among the "Aged Pilgrims."

CHA PTER1. te hold no further converse with him at any Lime, unless it "They say," sald one of them, "lthat there won't bs a penny
should unfortunately happen that bis elder brother, Spencer, in the pound. Thu whole thing l mortgaged to the paper-

TI EAGED PILGRIMS. were to die childless, in which case Guy, as the heir for the rakers,
tine being, would conme in for all the gratifying consideration I Hang the 'paper-makers I' prayed another, while the restI Ai sorry te have te begin a tale, wbich is rcally not which, until the occurrence of that unlikely contingency, chortused in "Amen I"intended te be objyctionably squalid, in a public bouse. It is would be the iereditary right of his fortunate elder brother. "Thirty pounds a month for 'Gnats and Camels,' till It ran

an unproinsing opening, and one that is calculated to alienate At the same time Lord Singleton did not disguise from himiaelf through, I was to have had."
the good opinion of a large section of readers, but I am not the bare possibility of such a complication taking place, and " NVeil you'Il get it off your hands in some other paper."
sure but that after ail, iL bas siome artistic ment. I t nmay bu o, with the view of kee.ping Guy well before bis eyes so that "iDevil a bit ; it was written to order-,written up te some
taken to stand to the coming chapters, in the relation that the he miúht be able to lay bis hands upon him wheniever he might confounled blocks that the beggar bought wholesale of Flicker
opening scene in a pantomime does 1o the impossible glories happen to want him, he privatelyadvanced that young oflicer's and Dowse before they went to smash."
that.are to follow : it serves as a foil to tbem, and their effect iuterests at the Horse Guards, and, indeed, werit so fra on ont : IlHow mnuch do you put your claim ait, Ralph ?"
is heightcned by contrst with the dismal horrors which have occasion as to pauy the purchase-money for bis captain's com- "A hundred and twenty-fi.ve, and cheap enough, too, for apreceded them. Please be good enough to suppose, fCIr the mission fortniglht in Shetlield."
moment, that the "l Jolly Super " theatrical bouse ofCalk is The old lord, however, was much too knowing a huud to do ccILl be all right, rny boys," said Travers. "INeyer say
The Abode of the Denmon Alcohol, and that the pretty but this good deed in his own name, and so lay himseulf open to di i Down one moment-up the next! Look at me-I began
supercilious barmaid is a carnal embodmerncnt of his familiar, the supposition of being accessible to the claims tof impecu- as cal-boy• and sub-deputy assistant property-man, at eight-
rne mahignant Djin; raise thucurtain to the airof "'The Rua-st niotus kinsmeu ; be did it through a confidential valet, who, in and-bixpencì: a week, and I'vejust signed an engagement forBeef of Old Enagiand," encourage the fiction that the conver- Ihe assumed character of a ben-volent money-leuler, callei five-and-thirty pounds. It'll be your turn next. Lor' blesssation is spoken uthrougb the levelling nedun of a pantomime on Guy and offered to acconmodate him with the necessary you, it isn't liif such a bad world as people thiink i The devil
mask, and ail will be well. I promise you that there are amount at insiguificant interest, for any period he might isn't half as black as hue' painted1"
briglt fairies, pretty shepherdesses, ,princes with black hair, i clooaeeu to nane, on his (Guy's) personal ssurance that the "Nor speculating pul>ishers liaif as white as they're white-
and big-beaded monaarchs, waiting at the wing for thir cuc: to monuy should be repaid as soon as Guy should find it conve- wasshed," aid Ralph. " Oh, come in; don't stand knockingcone on; and yo must not quarrel winh ic if I avail mysulf tient to do so. Ot course the.seedy ieutcnant closed with the thereo"
ofe my priviltge to deay their appearance unt!i th rogress benevolent money-lender on the spot-the loan was there and The d(too opened, anda waiter puta letter into Ralph's band.f the plot demands ithen effected, and Guy sang the worthy usurer's pruise toe such A lawyer's letter-blue paper and a red criss-crossed wafer.The "Jollv Super - is a dingy public-house in the immediate effect among bis brother odficers arid their friends, that that At any other timea Ralph would have kept it to stick, unopened,neighbourhood of the Theatre Royal Parnassus, and derives excellent peron was embarrassed with innumerable applica- upon bis nantlepiece, where il would have remained forite main support from the cuastoan of lie " Pariassus" coin- tions fromu these straight'enedl gentry for the loan of fabulous monthas, while h and his frienda amused themsulves withpany, and that of their triends and adnirers. Its naume wouldl sunms on the sarne security that Guy bad given fr the loan of lively conjectures as to it8conteits-I. But imatters were gettingsuggest that the establishment appealsu eclusively to tu the þuîrchase-money for bis captain's coraisasion. It is, pur- serious, and lie opened it iith a solemn face.
sympathies of the humbler members of the thuatrical profes- bups, hardly needful to add, that Lord Singleton's valet founid
sion, but this nlot, in point cf fact, the case; indeed, a stand- it necessarv to declitie all the proposed anegotiations. si 13 iratu 's ye N LIE.Dsi neb jui0
ing rule et the bouse, tacitly' acquieseedi in by' aIl conacerned, 10R will not surprise the worldly-mninded1 reauder to hear thaat ea,--Wea ret c inform etouh thabt Hn.ellgenc siguto
makes it a breach of etiquette for any membenr of a draixatic the truatment that Guy experienced at the handt of bis reached uls of the death of the Right Hon. Baron Singleton
company to enter the pnivate bar, unless bais thea'tricai status uingenial parent contributed te souir thaat officcr's mind againsct utuandildtwson, byh e HonuabdeHug Waszarren, yaho er
entitle him te avail himself cf the greena-roomn of hi., theatre- bis own ofTspring generaîlly anad against bis second son, Raipla unfortunateilyV redb thetn suden' ou caiigo th practf
a privilege acccrded at the Parnassus to those members oraly in particular. Guy rtired from the army on captain's lhalf eyan Bil.ea ruon,rh eionu ab your lare, th prea
wese sualary amounoted to a minimum or thiry shihli ngsapaiy, and although hi er oen Uei half-pay ist t.o a lieutenaant- Bao singlmo to oinmituat toyou s esirthatry
week.•• csoud oiahmtheinleonwihot nydhay*c-Parasus :opan, te oloep'o'commissGuon, this accession fe digmity contribuated an 't B oiretnactianoaLuatiu t> tdrupnatoBesides thearnasun way to increase lais income. He marraied a young lady with "W aruntruct£100 a yudre a to draw uous os
affected by members of a neighbouring Literary Club, known five hundred a year ef ber own, and this, with hu captain's tem f1 on n oundodyy
te themseves and to t c puabishing reIld as the 'l Aged Pil- Ih lafi-payb, furedi thie bulk cof his incomae. The lieutenlant- a Vt e bae (bu1honer.ubeiour ver be unevs,
gris." The "Aged Pilgrima" are (as their namne impies) a colonel livedi, ail lth year ron, at a chaeap watering-place, W aetehoort e Sir yourwa. very obeAetPer
colectin e young and middlLaged dramatiC authors, vih lis wife and eldest sona hopeleas cipile ; and whn la Tu the Hon. Ralh Wa
novelists, reviewers, magazine writers5, actons, "centertai nens," ha rocurerl fer Rtalph a c[erkship in a bad overrnment ofice, h ol Sp rBad~ren, y
and literary barristers. As a nule, the "Agedi Pilgrims" are he conshaleredl that he had donc lais duty' by the boy, and leftTeJlySprBdoduy
apprecaiatd by the pubishing world alone, an di p u ttrliy binm to shtift for himself in Lontor.
unkunown te the rest et society'. They' arba, for the' maot part, Rtalphi's mnethod of shiftin.g fer himsaelfwasa, at first, a fatiluire. CRiAPT'ER IL
clever ellows, bia (heir cierness is expendcd, nainly, upon He took cheap rois with a brotherclerk in IslingtonattendedL
anonymeous moagaine anti les and daily' new saper work; se, ait his ofie, and dild lais work l a slip-slop way daaing tle
if it should happen that any members et he "Aged I ilgrima" day, dind dshily adi unwhlsoeiy a t a heap but shaowy RAft Wa rose and left bis cOmpanions wlthoDh a word'
whom I may bave o basion t intrduce to yeo rm thle course eatighuse atewars, spent bis veuing uualy at anet f evalked mvodily dowstirs, paid bis score, and strolled
et this story' are not already known to you by anamn, y'ou muet the theatres or at Cri:morne, knocked about at uheap places et into the street. It wvas soame Lime before ho could! quite realîzo
net entertain a poor opinion et themi on thaat account. You disreputable renot, wsent te bed at two in the morning, notL bis position. Trhe whole thaing was so surdden--so wholesaleread ail the novela that Mn. Mudie sends yeu, you know the ipsy, baat yet having drank freely and unwholesomiely, and -he unexpeacted change in bis prospects wsas so overwheilm-
peculiar-ities et their several authiors, and you therefore suip- woku up the next day with a bot. heaad, a feverish pulse, anal a ing,J.hat he had to repeat the contents of Lhe lutter several
poe that yen a.re acquainted with the mnime et every literary noauth parched ivith cheap beL cigare. He got into debt with Liames to himelf bera ha could! realize them. Ha walkecd up
man, of any7'talent, an England. But you neyer were more thu mouney-ienders whîoinfest the Governmenrt otlies, and was und downî Covent Garýeun for neaurly an hour, aund after lic bad
mnstaken in the whole course of youar existence. Whao, do agen. rally aîdmitted by alli who know hlm to be going directly read and re-read theu astounding lutter bhoco or four dozen
you suppose, writes the .eading articles and reviews na the .anal uannisakably Lo the baud. times, bu began ta realizea. Uhe fact that instead ef drudgingmrmng and weekly papers and in the monthly magazines? t BRa atlph was nota cad b>' instinct. A raction et in, and weaily ad Obsurly at af-paIld autho-work he was Lo ho
Mien, my> good friends, et whom, twenty chiancesi to onie, you althouigha his life> was anythling buiL a spotlesis one from thiat sudderaly removed to anîalmost, brilliant position, with thehave neer hard, unles yuen are beind the slenes u these moment, it as an mmensu imprvermnt tpon what iL bad pobable comantd o wat appeared o hlm t bu ulimited
matters. 'Mcn wth lear logical brain, and great iterary beeni. ce was a smart, clever tlla, with a natural turn for walt, nd an almoIt certain prospect.of a peerago; for bis

ability ; keen satirisis, pleasant humourists but men whesc epigarn and satine, nd uh began t tuarn these daagearaos eder brothr, hea cnippdlo to ;hom allusion bas already been
na mnes, with perhap, alf-adz un except uins, are totally quaitis'io goo i eff eet i n the bcolu ni s f bette -class p eiodin ao de, w oulld certainly> n ver a arry, ua d i ncde d was c urco ly
unknown to you. They' are men who bave davtd humslves4 cals. Hie began humrbly and aneonymously li obscure journal, likely Lo live Iany' yeas.
te anrnymnes literature; and te the world t large tey ane but he btauneid a certaIn measure otauccessin thes,and this ie puat his aud litoe hs bresatepookt to open and read Ior
a distinct trom their witings as the PundchdJudy man a succesis indaaeed hlm toe aspire ta greatr tiag. I becao, he fiftth Itme te communicatIon which ad so agtatud


