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THE WEEK.

It is Monday. A statement which in
ordinary weeks might pass without com-
ment, but which has a strange significance
to-day. For so many people had per.
suaded themselves that there would be no
Monday, that there will doubtless be a
slight feeling of disappointment mingled
with the gratification which most of usex-
perience at heing still “1to the fore”
Various were the preparations made for
the expected tour through space. We
krow a little boy who petitioned, though
unsuccessfully, for permission to wear his
Sunday clothes thronghout the week so
as to get as much wear out of them as pos-
sible, and tradesmen report a disinclin-
ation on the part of their customers to

pay up their bills in the hopes of getting !
a release in full of all obligativns. The |
majority of the Stock Faxchange were re-:
ported as “ holding for a rise,” and the!
polics were ordered to be on hand in caze !
their assistance should be required in the
event of any serious disturbance among
the planets.  For ourselves we wisely de-
clined writing our editorials until to-Jlsm,
lest haply they should be wasted upan thae
inhabitants of Saturn, and set to work to
get up such information as would be useful
to us, in the event of our next engagement
being on the Jupiter Duwily Astorsid,
But as we before ohserved, it is Monday,
and—well we have to write our editarials
and pay our bills the same as usual.

Peccarimus ! Forin our iguorancs we !

knew but one Sophocles, and it senms
there are two.  But why, O why, did not |
the Home Jowrnal give the Harvard Pro-
fessor of Greek a Christian name, or eall
him ““Esquire” or “ Junior” or * number 2”
or something by which we might have diz-
tinguished him from his predecessor in the
same, or a similar line of business? Ther. js |
many a WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE, but so far |
as we kuow, few have attempted to “ write |
plays,” and out of many hundred Grorce |
WasrINGTOKS, no second has heen rash |
enough to court comparison with the:
father of his country by becoming Presi- |
dent of the Republic. But Professor|
SorrocLES (Junior) is in a pogition in
which bis name may prove a ¢ scandal,” |

in the Greek sense of the word, to many ! already spoke

# trye believer,

Oye thing that cannot help striking
everybody in connection with the revised
edition of the New Tostament is, how
much better the critics wou'd havo done it
than those gentlemen who have spenf so
many years upon a comparatively thank-
less task. It is well to be an *irresponsi-
ble, indolent reviewer,” and it seoms an
everlasting pity, as our neighbours pithily
express it, that so mdany brilliant sugges-
tions should come too late to be incorpor-
ated with the text. One gentleman is
concerned with the disappearance of the
“ beasts” from the Revelations, and the
substitution of *living creatures.” His
own suggestion solves the ditliculty entire-
Iy. Why not zoinand zoa 7 How nicely
it would sound ““ And the four zoa fell
down.” But have the critics not reflected
that the alteration of the passage at all
will be the death blow of a cherished
Bible narrative, Have they never heard
of the Oxford youth who, when seated be-
fore the quartette of examiners, and found
wanting in other Seriptural knowledge,
was asked, “Can you not quote from
memory any passage of the New Testa-
ment ¥ oand confidently  replied, * Oh,
ves, * And round about him were four
great beasts.’ " Faney if he had been ro-
duced to quote * And round about him
were four great 20a.”  The reviewer'ssug-
gestion reminds us of the translator who
thought the Bible needed rendering into
refined and elegant Fupglish, te become
really popular with the upper classes, and
who proposed to commence the Pro-
digal Son’s history with ““ A gentleman of
opulence and fortune had two offspring
of widely differentiated characters,” and
as to whose ultimate fate history is silent.

THE CONJUNCTION OF THE
“ PLANETS.

The excitement which prevailed over
the  predicted disturbance of Sunday,
seems to justify a few wonds concerning
the phenomenon which actually did take
place.

The Solar system, so called, is composed
of a central sun and eight pianets of which
our earth is onme. These planets revolve
in elliptical orbits around the sun in the
following order :~—Mercury, Venus, The
Earth, Mars, .Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus,
Neptune, their distances ranging from
35,000,000 of miles in the case of Mercury
to 3,000,000,000, the extreme limit at
which Neptune pursues his slow journey
through the Heavens, Two forces keep
this vust system in motion, and insure its
stabilisy from day to day. The fimt is
that is popularly known as centrifugal
toree, by which the planets seek constant-
iy to iy off into apace, 53 2 stone swung
round at the end of a string is ready at
#ny moment to iy off if released from its
restraining power.  The second force is
that of universal gravitation, or attraction.
We most of us understand that when an
object is let fall from the hand it strikes
the ground, by reason of the power of at-
traction which the earth has for all matter
at ot near its surface, o power which we
call gravity. This law, however, is by
no means confined to the earth, but holds
good throughout the universe jind may be
stated popularly thus: ¢ All matter at-
tracts other matter in proportion to its
size and waight.” That is to say that the
earth attracts the stone you let fall because
the earth is the larger of the two.

The sun then, heing immensely larger
and weightier than any of the planets
holds them in check by this power of
attraction, which acts as a restmining
power to the centrifugal impulse, just as
the string restrains the stone from flying
away from the circlo which it is forced
to deseribe. The centrifugal force in
turn by its influence prevents the sun’s
attraction from acting directly upon the
planets and forcing them to fly towards
him as the stone, let fall, flies to the
earth, . ‘

But this is not all. Besides the attrac-

| tion of the sunm, it follows from the law

of universal gravitation of which we havae !
, en that every planet attracts'
L every c}tl}cr in proportion to-its sizo and dopendent avidence, that thoro was a ro-

noarness ; and as one passes closo to an-
other in its path through the Ieavons the
two are drawn slightly together and out of
their usual ecourse. So beautiful, how-
ever is the arrangement of the system that
their attractions compensate each other in
different parts of the Heavens, and the
planets keep their regular courses before
and after such disturbances.

Now it happens that from time to time
in their passage around the sum, two
planots find themselves in a line with
that luminary. If all tho orbits were in
the same plane (that is if the planets tra-
velled one exactly behind the other) this
would of course happen to each pair of
planets in every revolution. As a matter
of fact, however, the planes are inclined
in various direetions, and the mecting
occurs more seldown,  Still planets do
assume this position, and such an oceur-
rence is known as a conjunction of the
two planets concerned.

It is obvious that when two planets are,
so to speak, pulling in the one direetion
an influence must be produced upon the
stability of the system, and were such an
additional force to be broutht to hear
constantly npon the same part of the sys-
tem, the accumulated derangement might
ultimately lead to the destruction of the
balance of the whole. Pui,  with that
marvellous adjustwent of power which
we trace throughout the Solar system,
these conjunctions occur in ditferent parts
of the sky, and thus what 18 Jost yn one
side i3 wmade up on the other, and the
balance i preserved as perfect sxever,

The =ame vonsiderstious affret a con-
junetion of a larger number of the planats
A perfect conjunction of all the system,
that is, the moging of the whols number
in an absolute straight line is o practical
imposaihility, but even were this Ly gecur,
the entire pull of their united forces would

not suflice to derange in any way the

system to which they belung.
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The present position of the zun and
planet iz approximately shewn in the ac-
companying diagram.  From this it will
be seen that there is a remarkable gather-
ing of the lurger planets, with the excep-

tion of Ursnus in the same portion of

the Heavens though they are not all
actually in conjunction. The physical
effect of thix phenomenon, as might have
boen predicted from what we have said,
was and could be nil. But it has another
intereat for us and a purely astrological
one.

There are hut few instances on record
of a conjunction of the larger plancts,
The enrliest is that which is chronicled in
the Chinese annals, and which astrone-
mers fell us took place B, 2446
when Mars, Jupiter, Saturn and Mercury
were actually io conjunction in the con-
atellation Piscos. But a conjunction with
which astrology has been more buay is
that which in said to have taken place
within a few years of ¢ur Lords hirth,
Tho remarkable conjunction of Jupiter and

Saturn  which with other astronomieal

phenomena occurred in 1603 set K erLen
to calculate the data of the periodical con-
junctions of these planets, arriving ul-
timately atthe conclusion, verified by in-

i

markable conjunction of these planets ang
Mars in the constellation Pisces shortly
before our Lord's appearance on earth,
Now the constellation Disces was BUp-
posed ‘by astrologers to watch over the
fortunes of Judea, a still more remarkable
coincidence, which may woell be supposod
to have had weight with the Chaldican
astrologors in forming their expectation of
the arrival of the Jewish Messial,
Soveral modern  commentalors, amougst
others Canon Farrawr, have accordingly
supposed that this conjunction wag iy
fact the Star in the Fast scen by the
Magi, and that from the ecircumatances
above mentioned they were led to their
conclusions respecting the urrival of our
Lord, and impelled to make their journey
in search of Him, We caunot do more
here than touch upon this subject, which
is olsewhere treated in detail, but we may
find apace in conclusioli to nsk the qllul:.
tion.  What does the present coujunction
portend astrologically speaking?

Withoat diveetly answering this quee
tion which would lead us somewhat 1on
deeply into the realms of hypothiesis, we
may note oue curious faet, which so fur ax
we know hias escaped all writers hitherno,
The planets are ot present gronved tee
ther i the constellation Tauras,  Whie
then is the significance of Taurus, astr,.
logically I The eonstellation ia vonnectid
with  the fortunes of  Russia, Doland,
Pergia, Media, Afghanistan, Cypras and
{lreland.  No one whe reads the list ean
fail t0 be struck with the singabar vuing
tdence at the present time, Al the cony.
*tries named have been more or less dipes
v implicated mothe disturbanees of e
slast few vears, and on ore than one of
[them the oyes of the world are anxiousis
ffined.  Whit is to be the outcoms of ;i
{aAre we to expect & Doliverer for Russia,
{ Home Rule for lreland, or a fres)i wa

vith  Afghanistan . We  have no pifi
cof propheey. but wmid the  convuls<on-
i which have shsken Furope to its contre,
{80 strange W portent may give people
somethiog «t least to think about.

OUR ARTINT AT THE QUEBE(C FiRE.

Si. Lavis Horer, Quenee

P staving at the St Laeis Hotel, in the
City of Quebee. T have just partaken o)« hearty
supper, and am strolithg up and down the hall
with a cigarette in vy menth, and peaner and
i gosd-will 1 my beart, when a geotlenian ruters,
and spenks 1o another wontleman, who sovtye
soanewhat surpriv-] at the communication mad.
to him, and the two go cut together. Progently
another man enters rather hurrisdly, and bolds
a shart conversation with the clerk, Then bar.
ries in apother excited wman, and anether and
another and another, They form « gronp; the
guests of the house crowd round then. Al ik
eagerly and gesticulate, T oeateh dhe wordy
“fire,” “hurning,” ‘St John street, Genee
vieve, Latoursile, Oliver, Richoeliew,” and ths
names ol other streetx nnxed with those of in.
tdividuals with which | am rot familiar, O,
however, T remember afterwants, was Laperriers,
Ibeing « strangsr in the Jand, and unacquainted
with the wanners and customs of Quebecers,
think this commotion may be all en régls—the
regeilar thing-—a habit of the gatives, but | ask
the clerk if it v in any way unusual,  He savs
it is.  There ixa large fire burning in another
part of the town. | waik out, thinking 1 will
take a ook at the fire and then go to bed, little
supposing that seres of stout masanry,the bodins
of tunumerable dumb beasts, amd, alas? toa, of
men, women, and young children are to be
muuched up before morning by the most raven-
o of al{ the gluttons  who scourge poet
humaaity.

Howrver, | stral! out, up one street, down
another, 1 do not know where, but towards a
great glare in the sky, aud in the sawe direction
tn which every one is burrying.,  They are talk-
ing as rapidly as they walk, mostly in French,
Presently Iturn a corner, and s down at the
end of the street a square splotch of yellow,
with little black sillouhettes of human forms
moving seross it like insects in n drap of water
over the dixe of & microncope.  Thin 14 the fire.
T walk on till T reach an open space, at one side
j of which I distinguish o Jarge round Martello
. tower.

IN THE FIELDS,

Here people are crowding by hundreds,  Men
“and women earrying children, furnitnre, trunks,
i bedding, dogs, tats, every conceivahle thing.
i There are carts, Inden with houschold goods,
Pdemwn by seared hotses,  There are cows with-
ot:t number, behaviog themaelves pretty weoll
under the vircumstances, 1 am umr‘y knooked
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