Janoary 29, 1881.

CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS

o7

sands againal it in the country. This state-
ment was also met by lond ironical chesrs and
laughter. It way, however, one which showed
what is the real object of these protracted de.
bates, us it is well known that all the amend.
ments the Opposition may move in the House
ary foredoomed and their only hope is to pro-
duce some effect in the conntry. A very lirge
portion of Mr, Blake's apeeeh was taken up with
sharp uegative eriticisi of the statetneuts of Sir
Johu Macdomald 5 and he 1 ved o geries of
amendiments altogether too long for the space at
my disposal to enable me to give a summary of,
But I may say that their general seops was nat
to allicm, bat to negative. They in fuet, nega-
tived everythiog, and particalarly declared thiat
the action of the Government,in makiug an
aresngement for the constrnetion of the Pacifie
Railway was not justified by the Aet of 1874 ;
that wholly new conditions were proposed, that
the Hailway Aet provided that the work should
be given out by tenders. o Jact, the whole
arguneent we have had wasdone up in thisstyle,
It is, however, altog-ther too late to oltuin n
constderation of points of this sort. The broad
question is, that even if the Government have
unt followed the precise preseriptivns of the Act
of Patliament, it as qaiie campetent for Parlia-
ment now, ta eare any Hude errors of that kind,
i there are any; an | what the country wants is
the thiough railway.

As respeets the new Syndieate; notwithstand.-
ing the aasertions 1o the eoantrary,  Mr. Blake
cranmitted himed! to the declaration that b
had never seew it until 1t was laad oo the table
of thie House nor bad been consalted on ity and
if he had been he would have recomnended
some iportant chinges in o1t Several of the
Opprwition metabers satd substanually the same
thune, and they wonid ouly vate for the new
Symilicate pronositions as a choive between two
eviin, The poor new Sywhcate, therefore, gets
wore kichs that halfpeuuies both from friends
awd opponents,

Sir Leouard Tilley fullowed Mr. Blake, amd
dealt patticuiarty with the finuncial aspects of
the question, There wis much in his speech
that | shonld HSe todbweil upan, b the Hmited
spase at iy disposal forbida,  The <ame remark
appdies tosie Bchand Cartwright's speech which
Toltowed, and ads v that of Mr. Ritkvatrick
Wh'r l‘);mlu-:l e debare an \\'min-*.\ i A I
<hiesld sy that Sir Leonard b o desive after
this Parlireent, 1o retive o private fe. The
detate continaed on Wodnesday untd half-past
one, when Mro White, of Cardwell, moved the
adjrnment and the tlosr on Tharday, He
wade many puinty inosubstantiadiy the same
aeppye g~ S John Mactonabdl, Tae debate i u
faot, utterlv worn out asd 10 secms iinpessible

fur even the ablest speaker to sav anything new
ou the subyect,

On Friday, however, when  Mro Wil
MeDarealt wmnde bis speveh thers was great in.
terest tianttested to hear him, and the seats
wlneh were empty, soon filled when he rose.
His speech was abde and delivered from an ine
dependent stand-poin?, winle not agreeing with
sotne details e supported the Centralas a whale,
and ~ticted his bedief] fonnded on Ris Lte viagt
to Hidton that it would be supponted by the
country.  His grewtest hiiculty had refersace
to the rates the Company suight charge. Buton
this peint Sir Johin Macdenaid rose and said
that Lhe wanld see Letore the session was over
that that cliuuse in the Bariway Act, that had
refercuee to this guestion sheuld be made so
clear, an net to deave room for doeuld,

The Senate has ben diseussing on a motion of
Hon. Mr. Power, Prof. Hinds, charges of in-
tentional falsitication of the statistics used in
the Canadian case before the Fishernies Come
missicn. Mr. Pawer moved for papers and in a
speech of some Jength very clearly showed that
stel of the charges as he hiad vxamined, were
withont tundation, and in fuct, trivelous and
vexatious, e showed, moreover, that My,
Hind had not even spprehiended many of the
points beis o anxions to have the world believe
are frauds, fuvolving the characterof men of the
highest standing, who have bitherto been he-
youd repraxch,  Mi. Power hinted indeed that
thete was guite autlicient evidence in Mr. Hind's
own lettom tn show that he is simply a wono-
maniac, 1 have carefully read iy letter to Mr.
Detlusse and that to Sir Alex, Galr, i which he
states liis case with great prolixity. 1 applied
myself 1o this perusal with an ewrpest desire to
ascertain for myself what the merits of the ques-
tivn were, and 1 rose (rom myv task with the
painful cunviction that the writer was simply
out uf his mind, and his lucubrations it for
nothing exeept a lunatic asylum, There is noth-
ing in these llvncrs that any man can under-
stand.  Several other Senators showed  with
great clearness, the atter nonseuse of some of
hix particular statements

TOROGGANING PARY AT RIDEAU
HALL.

A correspondent in the city sends us the
following letter lutely received, deseriptive of
the tobogganing party at Rideauw Hall, which
will be iflustrated in our next issue.

Dear

1 was at Ridean the other night (Mouday,
Junnary 3), and s it was one of the prettiest
sights T have seen for a long time, 1 must give
you the best deseription 1 cun of it, although
words fail me when I need them most,

A cloar, frosty night, the merenry down be-
low zero, only n degree or twa, lut cnongh to
give noerisp Nrostiness to the air to make the
show sound under one's feet with that delight-

ful scrunch that is so musical to a Canadian’s
ears, not a clond in the wale, blue sky, scarcely
a star visible, the wind that had been blowing
in short gusty all day, driving thejsnow iuto
whiter wreaths than ever had gone with the
sun, leaving the night air still,. The sky over
the ravine behind the Hall a blaze of light,
fleecked with o thousand starry sparks ns they
flew up from the great bonfice below. 1t would
be difficult to say from which point the scene
was prettier. From the foot of the loug tobog-
gan slide, bauked on either side with snow 1o
which fluning torshes were set upright to the
top of the natnral hill, long strings of coloured
Chinese lanterns swingiog ap the sides of the
artificia! vontimuations, the great reflectors at
our back< giving it the apprarance of being an
almast perpetriicalar deveent of a hundred feet,
duwn which, in rapid sueeession, sped the
tobograns, with  their living freight in the
picturesque blanket econts and tuques.  On —on
one after the other at nigh lightning speed to
the hottom, where hreathless and werry they
shook themselves frae of the snow, and tratling
the empty tobogean behind up over the deeper
snow, past the geeat honfire to the stairway be-
hind the slide, to mount, load, and go down
again.  Away to the left ou higher ground, the
toyg house with its lighted windows in amongst
the trees, hefore its doors the whistling skaters,
tiio trees hiding thew one moment, the bright
lanterus belind showing them the next but
for such an instaut that altmost before one could
see them they were gone.  Round aud round,
inamwd ont, some dark, some light, some such
delivioun bits of colour, some so little and grace-
ful, that with the swinging lights around, the
heavens above and the faint strains of the hanid
floating up from the valley below, one could
well believe there i3 poetry in every thing.
0Oz, standing an the edge of the upper rink, the
cirelinge skaters behind one under the light
of the ** Hapyy New Year,” written in the
trees with eolonred lights, one looked down
into the valley, the blazing fire the centre ob-
Jest. Tobogguns thashing past, and from be.
hind its hignt the returning ones stepping out
like a moving pauorama of strange ligures, On
cithier hill the hghts Like stars amopyg the trees,
the reflector’s great eye Keeping guant over all
and beyoud on the summit the vast pile of
Kidenu Halll Its round tower and siquare wings
rising black ngatut the frusty sky-—tne jingle of
the «deigh bell on the brow of thie hill as more
banket-coated fignres were added o the throng.
The warniog shouts from the descending tobog-
gans, the notes of Norma fulling on one's ears
between the friendly grectings meeting one on
all sides, the lights, coxtumes, colours and music
recailing to our memory another scene, the
picce dr resistaxece of Lord Dufferin’s  entertain-
ment the Faney  Ball, and  givieg  Lord
Lorne’s tabogganing party s like place there
when from the wilds of the great North-West
we look back upon the laxuries of civilized
iife.

With kinid regards, ever yours,
¢ Ottawa,”’

OUR ILLUSTRATIONS.

ThE NanpeESFELLT GUN, practice with which
is shustrated on another page, isa receut im-
provement in construction of ritled machine
guus. s shooting is said to b remarkably
clase and aceurate as well as rapid.

Tie Srreuspyi of Drreteso,—The stery
of the tinal surreader of this place has been told
<o fully in the daily press, that the accompany-
ing sketehes taken from the London Graphic
wiil speak for thewsclves without description.

Lary 1Ny Britisu Conessta. - We have been
pressed so often hy correspondents in the far
west o insert in our paper soms drawings 1.
trative of the life and manners in the Land of
the Future, that we are constrained to endea.
veur to fulfil their wishes. We publish this
week n page which we hope will be appreciated
Ly all to whem British Columbia s of interest,
and to whom is it not to-day.  The sketvhes
have been gleaned fiom various sourees, and, if
appreciated by our friends we shall give them
others from time to time,  We have mado ar-
rangements also for a series of original sketches
of the North- West which will shortly appear.

ToeE WiINTER SCENERY AT NiAcanra Fanns,
—The page which we present our teaders with
this week hax been unavaidably delayed in pro.
duction.  The beantifnl forms and fantastie
shapes in which the Frost King loves to clothe
the surroundings of the monster cataract speak
for themselves without description.  The en.
gravings have been made from  phatographs
kindly furnished ux by Mr. George Barber,
phiotographer, of Main street, Niagara.

Frent pETWEES Criks AND Storx.--Our
illustratinn represents the sanguinary engage-
ment which took place a few weeks siuce in the
Cypress Hills, bat of which information only
recently reached Abrams, Battle viver, some two
weeks after the oceurrence,  According to the
accounts received from a Cree ludian, himself
one of the combatants, the Sloux were the ag
gressors,  Forty lodges of the half-hreeds who
had pitehed across the Missouri River had all
their horses stolen, and out of this arose a quar.
rel, in which the half-breads wore supported by
the Crees.  The police endenvoured to prevent
bloodshed, but their numbers were not sutlicient
to cusble them ta tutetfore with suecess, and the
atlair culminated in a pitched battle.  O7 the
loss sustained by the Sioux, who wore left

masaters of the field, wa can obtain no accurate
information, but the Crees report 30 of their
number and 6 half-breeds missing.

FaraL BotLer ExrLostoN.—Our illustration
represents an occurrence which took place on
the 10th of January last, near Lucan. About
11 ocluck on the afternoon of that day the
boiler of 2 threshing engine belonging to Mr.
Bolton, London Township, and manufactured
by F. W. Cleun, Oshawy, exploded while
threshing at Mr. Alexander Ironside’s, killing
Alexandor Bolton instantly and injuring three
other men, who hal a narrow escape with their
lives, as the bulk of the engine and trucks
pagsed just over their heads while in the act of
fixing something around the cleaner in the
barn.  Mr. Ironside was in the act of fixing a
barrel for the band cutter to stand on when it
was smashed to atoms in his hands, but strange
to say, he was unhurt, with the exception of a
slight bruise on the arm. The threshing ma-
chine was driven completely through the barn,
striking the logs of the straw pen, driving it
and the straw back some feet. The engine
went through the barn, striking the farthor
door post, thereby breaking the plate, roof, Ko,
leaving the barn 1n a wretched conditiou, After
having spent its foree, it turned upside down
Just outside the door.  The engine and eleaner
nre a total wreek,  The accident appears to have
happeaed through curelesaness or want of ability
ou the part of those in charge of the angine,
they having discharged their engineer about
two months ago,

Tue Evecreie Licur 1y New Yors.—The
first practical exhibition, on a large seale, of the
electric light in this eity, was that ou the 28th
ult., by tha Brush Electric Light Company of
New York. Broadway, from Fourteenth to
Thirty-fourth streets, was tlluminated, and
nightly, ever since, the brilliant exhibition has
been repeated with constaut and unvarving
success,  Twenty-two lamps, one on each black,
cach of 2,000 candle-power, and mounted an
iron posts twenty-tive hugh, are used, the electric
current being generated by a 100 horse-power
Corliss engine in West Twentv.fifth street. Two
cireuits, one for outdoor public lighting, and
the other for dwellings, hotels and stores, will
be eonnected with this station, which will be
supplied with five Brush dynamo-electric ma-
chines.  The No. 7 machines, now in use, each
requiring fourteen horse.power, and caleulated
to supply ten to eighteen lights, weight about
2,000 pounds each, and are about six teet long
by two and one-half wide and high, A larger
machine (No. 8), which will reguire from thirty
to thirty-five horse.power, and is intended to
run forty lights, is now eutirely completed.
The Brush hghts, which are extensively used,
are exceedingly simple and effective.  This first
introduction of the Brush electric light iuto
New York for street lighting is only repeating
here what has been done iu other cities on the
continent.  The longest circuit known for vlec-
tric lighting is that on the wharves of own city,
where one of the Brush machines works a cir-
cuit of 14,600 feet, or nearly two and throe-
quarter miles in length.  The inventor, Charles
F. Brush, who is 4 quiet, unassuming mun, lias
been zealously at work in perfecting his inven-
tions.  While some have been engagsd in heat-
ed pewspaper arguments and in assertions of
what might be doue with the electric light, the
Brush Elecirie Light Company has been putting
down its plants and has successfully introdaced
clectrice lighting.

CHIEF-JUsTICE Moss.—We omitted in our
Jast week's issue to thank Messrs. Notman amd
Fraser, of Toronto, for the portraic of Chief.
Justice Moss, from which onr engraving was
takea,

LAWYERSAND JUDGES AT THE COURT
UF HYMEN.

1t is remarkable how many lawyers have gone
wrong in the one atfair of their lives which
might have been supposed to call forth all the
circumspection and astuteness of which  they
were capable—-some of them, ton, cminent for
their lack of these mental characteristivs which
are commouly aceredited with most ot the mis.
chief in this direction.  There was Lord Brax.
field, for tnstance.  The verv form in which he
15 sald to have proposed to the lady ol his choice
seews unmistakably to indicate a man of au
eminently practical turn of mind--a man not
grven to sentiment ot likely to be taken in by
mere saperfieial Appearances. ‘¢ Lizzie,” siid
Reaxfield, *‘ ' looking out for a wite, and I
thiuk you are just the prrson to suit me, Let
me have your answer off or on the morn, and
nae mair aboat 16,7 [t is as ditfienlt to coneeive
of & man who could pop the all-important
question in this fushion being blinded by sente
ment as it is to imagine a judge running into
mattimonial complications  without carefully
considering what he was about. [t is quite
evident that Justice Clerk Braxfi-ld had been
very carefully considering the mutter, and came
to the conclusion that Lizzie was just the per-
sou tosuit him.  Now, it might be suprosed
that when an vxpurioncm\jmT,uv seriously sets
himsell to form n vorreet estimate of & person’s
character, and ean take Lis own time and his
own mexns of investigation, he would bein very
Hitle dauger indeed of arriving at an utterly
false estimate.  This jmlgn made o seeret tn
aftor years of having made an egregions blunder
in the husiness,  Wien Lond Stouvtield an one
occasion sent to apalogiz: for his absence from
his seat on the Beneh, Braxtield wanted to

know the cause of his absence. “ What excuse
can a stout fellow like him hae 7" he Jemanded.
‘¢ He has lost his wife,”” was the answer. * Has
he ?” ejaculated Braxfield, *that's a good ex-
cuse, indeed. [wish we had a' the same.”
Lizzie, it appeared, had turned out a tartar,
with whom neither husband nor servants could
get along at all comfortably, The batler once
went to his master and gave notice of his inten-
tion to leave, ns he found it impossible to put
up with his mistress’s temper, **Ye've mickle
to comwplain o', mou,” exclaimed the Judge,
‘“you may be thankfu' you're not married to
her.” Chief-Justice Holt was another occupant
of the Bruch who was reported to have made a
deplorable mistake in this little matter, and
Judge Gilbert was another,

When so many representatives of the dry
practicality of the luw have gone astray in such
affairs, it is not surprising that men of imagina-
tion—our Shakespeares and Miltons, Shelleys
and Byrons—have made more or less unfortun-
ate choice of partners in life. It would be a
wistake, no doubt, 1o assume that lawyers and
other ** practical” men are in nodangerof being
led away by sentiment ansd imaginative glamour,
just as it woulld be a mistake to ascribe all the
unhappy selections of poets and painters to the
misteading of sentiment. But it may be ob-
served that in salection for matrimony the
*practieal” is almnst as perilous a guide as the
sentimental.  The astute, hard-headed wooer of
the old story, who rejects one lady because she
hetrays her extravagance by cutting off the rind
of her cheese, and another hecnuse she shows
hersell of a_greedy disposition by eating it, may
live to find that the damsel who adopts the
happy medium of seraping and eating, though
a prudent and eareful housekeeper, makes after
all only a very indiffersut wife. He may, upon
the whole, select quite as unhappily as the man
of sentiment, who marries a fictitious being, a
mere creation of his own sprightly faney. Asa
rule, these matters cannot besatisfactorily man-
aged without a certain infusion of sentiment,
but they require also the exercise of a certain
amount of practiral comrnon sense, and it is
ouly when the two forces are nicely balanced
oue azainst the other that matrimony may be
safely ventured on. For a man to perceive
when they really are nicely balanced is however
just the sum of tha whole ditficulty : and it is
because the ditieulty is so serious that marriage
always has been and always will be more or less
of a lottery.

NEWS OF T'HE WEEK.

TELEGKAPHIC communication has been estab.

lished between the Magdalen Islands and Cape
Breton.

Mke. E._ A. BOTHERY, the actor, died on Thurs-
day eveuing last.

A $50,000 fire, which threatened to be a very
serious aue, occurred in the Metropolitan Hotel.
New York, last week.

Mr. Boortn’s *“Othello,” at the Princess's,
is severely criticised by the London press.

_ Tar Cronstadt Theatre has been destroyed by
fire, and cight persons were killed.

Tue writs against the Rev. Messrs, Dale and
Enraght have been dizcharged by the Court of
Appeals,

Tue Hanlan-Laycock race has been postponed
to the 14th of February.

~ Tux surrender of Lima to the Chilian forces
is otticially confirmed,

HUMOROUS.

OLp maids are described as *‘ embers from
whick thre aparks have Aed.”

* MiNg, miner, minus !”  This is the general
upshot uf speculation in mining stock. )

A ¢rUEL husband calls his wife “‘green fruit,”
becanse she never agroes with him.

It is absurd to suppose that a man can speak
above his breath, since his tmouth s below his nose.

“Migg, did you ever cateh frogs 17 ¢ Yis,
sorr.” ' What did you bait with ¥

! v " Bate 'em with a
stick, 2orr.

Tue fotlowing recipe for eloquence is given
by a “down East' orator : ** Get yourself choek-full of
the subject knock out the buoy, and let nature caper.”

IT was a married lady who began che telling
of a story by sayiog. “ Quuee T kuew a couple of litile
girls, one of whom died and went to heaveu, while the
other gresr np auvd got married.”

FASHION NOTES.

A DECIDED noveity is a set of Royal Worces-
ter ater-dinner enffes aups, deocvrated after the patters
ou an Indian shawl,

Yrruow.white and deal-white are combined
in many avaning dresses this winter, the Iatter tint being
used fur the fron, and the former for t e bhaok.

A nep shoull look like a daisy,” says an au-
thority, and it recommends quilted borders for shams and
coverleta quiltad in diamonds, to give the proper foral
APPEATADCe.

.

I'ite newest thing o in sleove-buttons is s

thin, squaara plate uf red guld, on which a geiffin is

steneiled, This is baoked with a thiv plate of sardonyx,
abd the effect is very pretty.

SUMMER wowns are ma lo without any shoulder
senms, And with the «eeve ont in one piece with the
waist and having only ane scam. Waists of this kind are
shirrad at the vwir,

MoxsTER Dol of feathers piinted or
plaislv-colourmi—have «<addenly become the rage. They
are ennrmons, meastring 1 vurd Across, ant abtmost w
vard oo when closed.  When sareied foided io the
baml they Took like walking stioks.




