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A REGIMENTAL ROMANCE.
Captain Ruthven had put the asat carelesa

tou~ches to Lis toilet, and stood leaning on is
eibow and iooking at himself in the giass with a
handsome and insolent smiie.

Il don't know, Ayres; i sometinjes wish we
Lad remained in the West. Awfui cliniate ! See
how they are dying. Facing bullets is one thing;facing Yeliow Jack quite another. We shall beordered to New Orleans next week-mark it."

Lieutenant Ayres stood up and gianced at his
watch.

IlIt is quite nine. Are you ready ? The danc-
ing Las begun long since."

So the two officers set out for the bail. The
lieutenant's conjecture proved correct ; the fes.
tivities were in full progress, and, as they en-
tered the room, the dancers were whirling
through a Strauss waltz.

" Who would imagine the fever only a few
hundred miles amay " murmured Ruthven, withLis satirical snîile, as Le watched the scene.

But it is for the henefit of the sufferers. "
And he, also, was watched. More than onedark-eyt d Southern beauty noted Lis arrivai and

thought of the vacancies stili on her card. The
Fifth was noted for its handsome officers, and
not ujustiy, as one might see by glancing
throngli the room ; bnt Rnthven was the peer of
them al. There was something wild and fierce,
almost cruel, in the splendour of his features-
proud, snd sad, snd sarcastic.

lie looka on dreamily, and you would not sup-pose he cares for the scene or any one figuring
in it; but a faint flush las risen to Lis olive
cheek, and his heart Las thrilied within him.

The dance ends, and Le crosses tLe room towbere sits the famous beauty and heiress of the
Ravieres plantation, Miss Douglas, wLo is fan.ning herself; a little exLausted. TLe littie dried.
up old lady beside Ler is in a great flutter, sndsmirks and fans Lerself violently. It is Madame
Noiret, the governesa.

Miss Douglas receives tLe handsome soidier
Lsughtily, and Le begins talking about tLe
bail.

'"Many more tLan 1 thougLt there would Le.TLe drcad is growing, and I do not wonder.
How many new cases yesterday V"

"ýAre you afraid of tLe fever, captain V" asks
Madame Noiret.

I am-Iran kly, " Le laugLa. «Il can scarcely1
conceive a more miserable fate. We are expect.
ing to be ordered to New Orleans, andyou can
fancy my sensations over the prospect."

'Il am so accustomied to the fever," says
mada me, with a shrug, "ltLat- 1 neyer thiuk of
it. Thjs season is no0 worse tLan some others I
Lave passed through. Xou would be mucL re-gretted, captain, if anything unfortunate shonid
Lappen to you. 1 Lave Leard that you are thefavourite of your regimeuit, and they tell me tLat
one of your men ia passionately attached to you.
He waa pointed ont to us on parade this nîorn-
ing-tLe drill, I believe, you cail it. A finefellosm, whose life, tLey tell me, you saved-O'Leary."

IlYes, 1 did O'Leary a service, and Le Lasbeen mucL attached to me ever since ; it is quite
true. Miss Douglas, may I Lave tLis quadrille ?"cMiss Douglas danced with (Japtain Ruthvenf
Lait a dozen times tLst evening, and tLey Lad
severai quiet and doubtless romantic taîks to-
getLer in out-of-the-way places. This, Lowever, tsurprised nio one; the beautiful Leiresa Lad
shown something of apreference weeks befure.

Ruthven was in great spirits; sud yet wasv
there flot an odd sort of turbulence in Lia gayety,
such as people show who would drown a secret
care? Now and then Le sighed Leavily, and
more than once glanced steaithily at Lis watch.y

Ayres caught Lim i the dressing-roomn lean-u
ing on his hand and in a dark rever je, s0 that a
Le did flot even Lear the lieutenant as Le entered,
nor until Le Lad touched him on the shouider,
when Le tarted and flamed up savaigely. But
it was only the ebullition of a second.

IlWhat are you doing here ?"
"las it you, Ayres? 1 was juat debating

whetLer 1 should.go out and Lave a amoke," anda
Le got up. IlIf any- one asks for me, make anexcuse." n

TLey chatted a littie longer-the bal, the'
ladies, the prospect of these gayeties ending very
shortiy-and Ayres went away again. Ruthven
watched Lîm to the door, and, Laving made sureE
that be was really gone, took a note from his a'
pocket and crossed over to the iight. The mes-
sage was written on pretty and perfumned paper,
but in a curions scrawl, snd began thus te
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more cautiously, sud once pnt Lis Laud witb
Lis bresansd touched somethiîîg there, sudi

igot on sud on, until at length L e nemsrgg
einto the mooulight snd found Lirnseif beside

stresmu of dsrk and siuggish water.
Hers Le was met-a very Laîidsome Crec'

girl, who had been standing on the bank,i
some revenie of hem own, turnsd sud seemf
doubtful whetbsr to advsnce. Ruthveu stoppE
Short, with a sour sud sarcastic smile." 9So, Misa Coma, you ses I Lad your note au
Lave complied with your request."

Uer large dsnk eyes searcbied Lis fa(
snxiously; but at the same time there was a soi
of defiance lu theas, sud she tapped Ler litt]
foot nervously.

"You did wsll to come, sir. I am almoi
Leartbroken, Captain Ruthven, and I wish t
know wbst you are going to do. I am s desperat
girl, sud that note only said wbat I assaut."

"I1 sent you word by O'Leary wbst 1 meani
I Lave no ides of being auuoyed funther. 1 wi
give you uîoney, Cors-I Lave already said ai
You can't Lave been fool enough to thiuk
would marry you. I intend to msrry Mis
Douglas-sud now you kuow it."

She uttered a littîs cny sud pisced ber hand t,
ber aide.

" Rsther than ses it lIl do what I wrote ii
the note," she said, passionately.

And Ruthven instantly stepped towamds Ler.
Au hour later the captain waa dancing agai

with Miss Dougls, of Ravieres, sud wheu thiwaltz was over Le % ent ont sud Lunted up hfi
orderly, O'Lsary, sud tbey rode te the barracki
together.

Captain Ruthveu wss oddiy gay; Le sang-
swest sud mslanchol *y tenon-sud after s whil(
bethought hlm of the soldien lu the rear.

" O'Leary, are you asîsee pT DuIl work, 1 danisay, you found it wsitiug for me. Uow did you
pass the time ?"

The mai), wbo Lsd ambled up, muttered somne
thing, but so iudistinctly that the captain gavis quick, surpnised glance at hlm.

"I1 ses," said Ruthveu, gravely, ««Low you
passed the time ;"asud Lis higL spirits subsided,
sud Le sang suid talked no more. His faithful
O'Leary was grossly unsober, sud could scsrcely
keep lus seat-the first occurrence of the kiud in
Lis Listory.

And now lu the next four or five daya it gotpretty well about that the Landsome CaptainiRuthven sud the beautiful Leimesa of Ravierswere to be married. It was a great match forthe penniless soldier, sud hue shouid have beenvery happy ; but Le wss not. Us ws distrait
sud auxions, sud the moreso8 as nsws camne ofthe spread of thes tever. And, indeed, the wboleregiment Lad its secret snxiety ou this point, noone knowiug what minute onders might corne fora movemeut to New Orleans, wlîere people wemedyiug like sheep. The men Lsd been through
Western campaigna, but Lene was another sortof foe, more treachemous than ths Indians-an
invisible enemy whose vemv breath wss poison
sud whose ±ouch was certain death. And a littiedemonalization followed, whisky ws muggled
into the barscks, sud Qome of the Lest men wereoccasaonally fuddled, sud, strangest of ahl, it Le-carme pretty well kuowu that the csptaiu'sfavourite sud the regimental pamagon, ChamlevyY'Leary, wss druuk evemv day, sud csred uolonger for Limseif or for wbat Lis comradea
tLought of hlm.

SucL wus the situation when, one evening,Eaptaiin Ruthveu, waikiug into tLe barnacks,
was stopped by Major Poindexter, an old regu.lan, with a piuk face and suow-white Lair sud
moustache.

" Captain Ruthven, 1 Lave Leen waiting for
you," Le said, uervously ; sud sonîs others came
îp, ail with grave looks, sud even the seutiiel.
at the gate, forgetting Lis duty, Lslted sud lis-
;ened. " Thene la some Lad uews. A Creole girl
mred Cons Vaudrsy bas been foully murdered.
fer body wss washed sLonslas iiright,and-and
-- I n fact, air, lstely, people Lave connected
your name witL Lers. I1as sure there eau Le
nothiug lu the story ; but, sir, they ssy you Lad
an assignation with hem on the night of the bail.
f it Le true, you are nuiued, for that was the
night she was kilîed. You did not Lave s meet-
ing with hem, captain ?"

Ruthvsu waa pale as deathi-Lut oniy as any
man might Le on Lssrng such intelligence.
lis looks did flot falter lu the lesat, as Le an.
îwered :

"«It la, unfortuuatsly, true that 1 did Lave ameeting witL Ler ou that very night, sud a Lit-smr quîîmmel. The unfortupate crestume was lu-îtted wth e,_ud1keuIt-d-em f-1 in
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in to blame. She was infatuated with me to the ing a rather steru and auxions gaze on youn80 point of insanity , but 1 did not encourage it." Delaney,.wLo Lsd promnulgated the report.edThe inquest foilowed, sud the aame teati- "One is neyer aure of a rumour; but thisa mouy. Cora Vaudray Lad been well known ; arose, I believe, front a remark dropped by theaiso something of the extravagance of her pas- colonel of your regiment, Captain Ruthven."le sion for the Landsome captain ; and, consider- Ruthven turned away with a troubied expres.in in)g aIl thinga, an end of tLis aort waa quite lu sion, sud somte of the people in the room smiledid keeping with her previous Listory. and exchanged g lances. Ruthven's dread of theid Ruthven appeared on parade next moruing, fever was weli kuown.Iooking pale and moody. A far larger crowd After a while Le was missed fromt the root,id than usual Lad asaembled to see the soidiers go but no one remtembered seeing Liru go out.through their drill, and every eye waa fixed on About ten Le returned, and, music being ln£e the captain as the regiment drew up, Lis com- progresa, no inquiries were made ; and wLeu the
Irt pany at the Lead. song was over, Lieutenant Ayres appeared andle It was a brilliant sud atirring scene-the was warmly greeted.waspish rattle of the drums, the aLrill melody " It la hail sud fareweli, ladies sud gentie.at of tLe F fe, the steru cries of command, the shift- men," said the lieutenant, laughing, "«forto ing evolutiona of the ranka. But in a very few inarching ordera have been received. The colonelte moments it became apparent that, as the fore- annonced the fact publicly to-night."moat lunes marched, wheeled sud counter- " Where do we go, Rogers V' asked Ruthven.t. marched, sometLing disordered the harmony of " To New Orleans-or, rather, to the grave,il their movements. RutLven issued Lis orders in miost of us, 1 fear. TLe telegraph declares ao. s sharp and savage undertone, chafing with imn- startling increase fmraiysuetels w1 patience ; sud those who foliowed the iurid days. "eofmraiysceteattwss gleain of Lis eye saw that it took always the one Ruthveu drop ped into Lis seat with a singularcourse, sud suddenly tLe cry of "Hait!1" rang gesture, noticed by every one.to ont sud passed down tLe lunes, sud an instant Miss Douglas fiushed sud trifled nervouslystoppage sud stilluess followed. SometLing was with Ler fan.n wrong--what waa it ? RutLven, pale as death, "I1 suppose you do not fear the fever, Captainsud with wild sud savage rage, with bis drawn Ruthven, aithough one might prefer flot to diesword quivering in Lis augry clutch, thrust him- of it."ýn self among Lis men sud struck one of them two He looked up with a paliid suulie.ie or three times acrosa the Lead with its broad "'It does not matter much to me wLere tLeib blade. The soldier fell back a few stepe-it was regiment goes,"* Le said -;1"hecause this after-zs O'Leary, red-faced sud unsober. But the next noon I resigned my position."instant Lis powerfui aras lunged forth, sud Le "Resigned 1" murmured ail, thunderstnuck.astruck Captain Ruthven in the face, cutting Lis 1 resigned undoubtedly, sud my letter la inýe cheek open sud stqggering him. the colouei's Lands."TLe man wassseized, but not before Le Lad Miss Douglas was transfixed.-e made an sttempt to shoot Limseif with a re- " I suppose you are jesting, captain. Nou volver which Le Lad about him. soldier was ever known to nesigu ou the eve ofA great desi of surprise sud comment, of battie," sud she iaughed a musical but nervous-course, followed. O'Leary Lsd been noted for little roulade.L is dog-lik4 attachmeut for Ruthven, who Lad «*I am afraid of the yellow fever," Le ssid,ssved Lia life once in the West at the risk of with a sort of dogged defiauce of shame itself,u Lis own. The ouiy plausible explaustion wss "sund I coufeas ir. It Las beeu my resolutionythat the man must have been insane from front the fir9t flot to go to New Orleans. MyI drink. courage Las beeu tested in battle, but this-thisy O'Leary's fate was already settled, the penal- is a foe against whom one Las no cbance."ri ty being death, sud iu this case there was no Miss Douglas turned awsy, almost fainting.mitigation. The sentinel on guard over Lim Little Madame Noiret sprane up sud rau to Ler,treported that Le Lad flot spoken, but ast crying sud caught Ler arm. Amid a breathiesa and2violently. A'great LuaL Lung Ôver the bsrracks, diAmal silence they left the root.a sud the men louugiug about their quartera Ruthiven iooked round awkwardly, with artalked in undertones, utterng a short lsugh et shamtefsced laugb, but Ayres sud the othersisome saliy, as people wili* do unfder the grsvest turned their bscks on im . He walked to theýcircumstsnces but growing stili as deatb, sud a door, sud there paused sud looked round again.flittîs paier, wben au officen passed. His face was ghatly white-the apotheosis ofB And about four o'ciock that afteruoou Captain misery ; sud 80 Le weut ont, sud no one there) Ruthveu visited the prisouer' As Le entered ever saw Lim again from that iîight.rthe guard-house Le ciosed tLe-door behind Lim, About four or five weeks after tLis a strengesuad when O'Lesry Leard the footstep Le turned nurse at Grenada, who had been remankable forround. It was the saddest face that Ruthveu Lis devotion to the sick, was taken iii sud at onceL ad ever looked upon. The two watched each pronounccd s hopees case. No one knew any-other in silence for about a moment, sud theu thing about Lini, except that bis name waa Bsn-ssid the officer: neit, sud that Le Lad been sent to Granada byIlO'{Leary, what has been the matter with you the Uowsrds. He ssid that Le Lad Lad th"1iately ?" fever before, but the physicians who examinedYokn ,si.Ioioeyettni hLim atter Le was taken dowu pronounced it im-Captain Ruthveu, sud 5&w ail that passed. possible. Even lu- that dneadful sesson of ex-Something told me when you went froas the citement sud despair, Benuett's extraordiusryrbsIl-room, where it wss you were going, sud, as besuty was noticed, as weil as bis fearlesa devo-Syou stood by the wster sud spoke to Ler lu the tion to duty. He was very gentie sud patient1moouligbt, 1 waa watcbiu' snd listeulu' sud with the sick, but Lad a 8teru way sud a sharpLeard ivery word. Oh, I ioved Ler deariy, Cap- toue of command with the nurses when theytain Ruthven r' snd Le clasped Lis Lands lu grew negligent, which seemed to show a manwild sgony. 'IlAnd I loved you, sir, sud to Lave accustomed to be obeyed at s word. Hissaved you the crime o' thut night it would Lave erect sud soldierly besning *as aiso remarked,been Lappineas to die. I 55w hLer pitiful face sud mauy coujectured that Le Lad seen longturued up front the waten to the sky, sud yon service in the civil war.a'standin' over Ler wid no look o' mercy lu Us died deliriona ; but the Sisten of Mercyyours. Oh, sir, I've been mad ever since, sud ye found a package iu Lis bosom, whieh she Caro-cannot blame m. fully fumigated sud then trausmitted to the64Hush !" said Ruthven, swfully white, sud United States War Depantasent.shaking like s man with the ague as the drAad- Outside certain persons lu authority at thefuI 8iene waa again coujured up. " You Lad no0 seat of government, no one ever lesrned whatbusiness to strike me, O'Leary; there is not a. was lu this package; but some time afterward,hope for you."1 Private O' Lesry, of the Fifth Regiment, United'4Thene la one, cs 1 tain dea," sud Le iowered States Regulars, who Lad been coudemued teLis voice ; ' ye can britig me that as will make death for strikiug Lis supenior officer, Lsd Listhe court-martial uunecesssry, sud no one would sentence commuted to imprisoumeut.suspect you. Jist a little vial, sir, sud lu a few If the vanished Captalu Ruthven Lsd anyminutes all's dons and troubles over." other motive for resigning, ou the eve of the de-"i could not do it, O'Leary. I Lave euough parture for New Orleans, than a fear of takingon my soul already," sud Ruthven shuddered the yellow foyer there, Lis comrades neyersud threw a Laggard glance at the door, ont- îearued the fact. AltLougL Lis testimouy atside which the sentinel was îuechauicaîîy the court-martial of O'Leary was rnissed, that ofpaciUR. the other witnesses waa qite sufficieut to mneureIWLat matters it, captain, dean ? At the tecueuto hc olwd L h-court-martial you msit appear agin me, sud it sentence was coinuuuted iii one of the msuywill be your words that will slnd me-omyscet-fheWr eatast
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