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CANADIAN ILLUS

TRATED NEWS.

WILLIAM MERCER ‘WILSON, L.L.D.
Judge Willian Mereer Wilsori,” Grand: Master

of the Grand Lodge of Canada, died at his resi.

dence, in Simcoe, ou Saturday, the 16th inat,

He was born in Scotlnnd on the  24th of ‘Au-
gust, 1813, and: emigrated in this conntry in
April 1832, receiving, unext year, the appoint-
ment of Commissioner of the Court of Bequests.
For threo years, during the rebellion, he nctively
commanded s troop of Cuvalry aud did service
on more than one ocension.  In 1839, ho was ap-

ointed Clerk of the Peace nand of the County
gourt of Norfolk ; in 1842, Rogistrar of the Sur-
romate Court ; in 1848, gazetted us Licut.-Colo-
nel of Militin; in 1853, called to the Bar of
Upper Canada ;- in’ 1858, appeinted County
Crown Attornuy ; from 1862 to 1865, he served
as Warden of the County ; in 1868, teudered
his resignation s Commanding Ofticer of the 3rd
Itattalion, Norfolk Militia, and was allowed to
rotain his rank—-a special (Jazette, in which his
past services were noticed in wmost cmu(ﬂimen tary
terms, being issued und an engrossed copy . for-
warded to himsulf, by order of His Fxerllency
the Governor-General.  On this occasion he was
ap sointed Cuunly Judge of Norfolk,

n regard to his Musonic carcer, he was ini-
tiated at Simcos, in St. John's Lodge (now called
Norfolk Ladge), on the Lith June, 1840. Was

ed and raised $th July, same year; elected

unior Wanden in December following, and
called to the chair in Decernber 1842, filling the
office Worshipful for ten years with brief inter-
missions, and, at tbe revival of the I’'rov. Grand
Lodge on the 15th June, 1848, under patent is.
sued by the G. L. of England 10 R. W. Bro. 8ir
Allan - Napier Macnab, was appointed. G. Pur.
suivant, officiating as Grand Omtor at the cere-
mony of laying the fouudation stoue of the Town
Hall at 8t. Catherine, on the 30th Oclober of
same yvear, one of the most splendid and nume-
rousiy-attended Masonic dispLya which had ever
taken place in Canada.

Dunug a visit to Eurepe, 1851, (as delegate
from the Provincial Agricultural Society to the
Great Exhibition) he availed himeelf of the op-

rtunity of searching the archives of the Grand
Edge of England, for information as to the early
history of St. John's laxige, of which he was
then Master, He alsa visited many Lodges in
Fran ce, and there acquired that lutimate ac-
quaintance with home snd foreign Masoury
which, in a higher stution, he turned subse.
quently to such useful purpose.

The wide spreml reputation throughout the
continent deservedly enjoyed by the subject of
this memoir, is evidenced in the fact that a Ma.
sonic district and several lodges of Canada bear
his name, and that his addresses have been ex-
tepsively quoted throughout the United States,
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of many. of which lodges he is honorary member,
while the subjoined enumeration of some of his
Masonic dignities will show that his estimation
has not been confined altogether even to our own
and the neighboring commonwealth :

He had been exalted to the sublime degres of
a Royal Arch Mason. in.the Hiram Chapter of
Hamilton, and on the organization of the Grand
Chapter of Canada, in 1857, "was elected Grand
First Principsl. '

On  the 18th February, 1862, installed as
Knight Companion of the Order of Masonic
Knights Templar, in the Richard Cawr de Lion -
Encampment, at Loudon, Out., and presented
on same occasion with a full suit of the clothing
of that degree.

On 21st Oct., 1864, enregistered as a Knight
of Malta, and subsequently installed as Eminent
Commander of the Godfrey de Bouillon Encamp-
ment of Hamilton.

On the 9th May, 1866, sppointed Grand Con-
stable or Mareschal of Gran(f Conclave of Eng-
land and Wales,

. On the 28th August, 1866, appointed to the
honorary rank of a Past Deputy Provincial Grand
Commander of Knights Templar, in Canada, and
at the dateof his death was i’rovincial Prior for
Western Ontario.

On the 21st June, 18¢J, Col. Wilson, havin
proceeded to Halifax for the purpose, installec
the First Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
Nova Scotia there.

‘Was an honorary member of many subordinate
Lodges, both in Canada and the States, and
Grand Representative of the Grand Lodges of
1llinois, aud the Grand Orients of San Domingo,
and Kentucks, and Central America.

Was also an honorary member, with full pri.
vilege, of Ezra Chapter, No. 23.

Degree of LL.1)., conferred by the University
of Kentucky.

Dealing with his Grand Lodge connection we
have to record that on the establishment of the
supreme Canadian body, in October, 1855, Col.
‘Wilson was elected as First Grand Master and
and occupied the chair for five years, retiring in
1860, but being again clected in 1886, and sit-
ting for two years, when in censequence of a ju-
dicial appointment, he declined to offer himself
for re-election. He was in 1972, however, pre-
vailed upon to preside over the Order, and con-
sented, and was re-elected in '72and '73 and last
year, remaining in office until his death. He
was ever indefatigable in the diseharge of his im-

ortant duties, and during the early yoars of the
‘anadian Grand Lodge spent mnch time, toil
and money in visiting sister Grand Lodges. He
also personally visited a majority of the Lodges
in Upper and Lower.Canada, and did good ser-
vice for the order at large.
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