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WILLIAIM MERCER WILSON, L.L.D.

Judge William Mercer Wilson, Grand Muater
of the Grand Lodge of Canada, died ut his resi.
dence, iiisimcoe, oit Saturday, the 1oth nst

Ie was born in Scotitind on the 24th of Au.

gust, 1813, and emigrated in this country in
April 1832, receiving, next year, th appoint-
ruenît of Commissioner of the Court of Bequests.
For three yearsi, during the rebllionl he actively
commanded a troop of CUvalr1 y and idid service
on more than one occasionf. in 1839, h was ap-
1 oiited Clerk of the Peae and of the County

ourt of Norfolk ; in 1842, Registrar of the Sur-
rogate Court ; in 1818, gaze tted as Lieut.-Colo-
nel of Militia; i 1853, calledt to the Bar of
Upper Canada ; in 1858, appointed Cointy
Crown Attorney; from 1862 tu 1865, he served
as Warrdei of the Couity ; in 1868, teudered
his resignatioi ai tComllandin1g O0ilicer of the 3rd
itattalion, Norfolk Militia, aid was iallowed to
retain bis rank--a special Ga.zeue, in which his
pat services were noticed in liolit couplimentary
terms, being isued ndt an enugrossedcopy for.

If,byoExcelency
the Governor-Genera. On thisccusion lhe ws
aprointed Coulity Julge of Norfolk,

in regard to hi0 Masonic career. lie was ini-
tiated at Simucoe, in Sit. .Jolh'sA Lodge (now called
Norfolk litlge), oit the l1th Juie, 184t). Wa
paed atid raied tlhJulv, same vear ;elected
Junior Warden in Diliecemlber following, and
calledl tr the chair in Decembeir 1842, filling the
office Worshipfuil for ten yearsï with brief inter-
missions, and, at the revival of the l'rov. Grand
Lodget the 15tlt Juie, 1S48, uder patent i.
ud y the G. L of England to IL W. Bro. Sir

Allan Napier lacnab, wasu appointed G. Pur.
suivant, officiating as Grand Orator at the cere-
mony of laying the foundatiun atout of the Tuwn
Hall et St. Catherine, on the 301h October of
sane year, one of the mtost splentlid and nuime-
rously-attentded Manic displays which had ever
taken place in anlada.

Dunug a visit t Europe, 1851, (as delegate
from the Provincial Agricultural Society to the
Great Exhibition) ie availed himeelf of the op-

rtunity of searching ti archives of the Grand
Lge of Eniglaitd, for information as to the early
historv of St. Johnt's l&x1te, of whichli e was
then Master, lso ea visitei nany Lodges in
Fran ce, and there acquirei that lutiiate ac-
quaintance with home and foreignu Masonry
which, in a higier station, le turned subse.
quently to sbch useful purpose.

The wide rpreat repitation throughout the
continent deservedly enjoyedl by the ubject of
this memoir, is evidenced in the fact that a Ma-
sonic district and several lodges of Catada bear
his name, and that his aiddrescs have been ex-
tensively quoted throughuut the United States,

OUR CANADIAN PORTRAIT GALLERY. No. 214. of many of which lodges ho is honorary membar,
while the subjoined enumeration of some of bis
Masonie dignities will show that his estimation
has not been confined altogether even to our own
and the neigiboring commonwealth

He had beeri exalted to the sublime degrea of
a Royal Arch Mason in- the Hiram Chapter of
Hamilton, and on the organization of the Grand
Chapter of Canada, in 1857, was elected Grand
First Principal.

On the 18th February, 1862, installed as
Knight Companion of the Order of Masonic
Knights Templar, in the ltichard CSur de Lion
Encarnpment, at London, Ont., and preaented
on same occasion with a full suit of the clothing
of that degree.

On 21st Oct., 1864, enregistered as a Knight
of Malta, and subsequently installed as Eminent
Commander of the Godfrey de Bouillon Enca'mp-
ment of Hamilton.

On the 9th May, 1866, appointed Grand Con-
stable or Mareschal of Grand Conclave of Eng-
land and Wales.

On the 28th August, 1866, appointcd to the
honorary rank of a Past Deputy Provincial Grand
Commander of Knights Te mplar, in Canada, and
at the dateof bis death was Provincial Prior for
Western Ontario.

On the 21st Jun, 18(J, Col. Wilson, having
proceeded to Halifax for the purpose, installed
the First Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
Nova Scotia there.

Was an honorarv enmber of many subordinate
Lodges, both in Canada and the States, and
Grand Representative of the Grand Lodges of
Illinois, aud the Grand Orients of Sai Domingo,
and Kentucky, and Central America.

Was also an honorary tenber, with full pri-
vilege, of Ezra Chapter, No. 23.

Degree of LL.D., conferrei by the University
of Kentucky.

Dealing with his Grand Lodge connection we
have to record that on the establishment of the
supreme Canadian body, in October, 1855, Col.
Wilson was elected as First Grand Master and
and occupied the chair for five years, retiring in
1860, but being again clected in 1866, and sit-
ting for two years, when in consequence of a ju-
dicial appointient, he declined to offer himself
for re-election. He was in 1972, however, pre-
vailed upon to preside over the Order, and con-
sented, and was re-elected in '72 and '73 and last
year, remaining in office until his death. He
was ever indefatigable in the diseharge of his im-
portant duties, and during fthe earlv years of the
Canadian Grand Lodge spent much time, toil
and monev in visiting sister Grand Lodges. He
also personally visited a majority of the Lodges
in Upper and Lower Canada, and did good ser-
vice for the order at large.

TUE LATE JUDGE WILSON.
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