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THE PHILOLOGY OF SLANG.

There ls a whole sarcastic homily implied ln calling a finger-
post by the way-side a 41parson," iln that he showeth other
men the way they should go, but goeth not himuelf. Blang in
hard on the parmon In various ways. He Iu known as a "devil-
driver " or Ildevil-scolder," otherwise as the "ungrateful
man " inasmuch as once a *eek, at least, he abuses hi beut
benefactor, the Devil. The record of time-honoured jestu
preserved irlang dictionarleu muut sometimes luterfere wth
good storleu of more modem date. Thus wlth the foilowlng
famous passage ln Carlyle's "Life of Sterling1"--" I have
heard one trait of Sterling's eloquence, which survived on the
wings of grinning rumour, and had evidently borne upon
Church Conservatism in some form : '9Have they not '-or,
perhaps It was, 'Has uhe (the Church) notI'-'a black dragoon
in every parish, on good pay and rations, horse-meat and
man's-meat, to patrol and battle for these things?' Very
likely, as Carlyle says, the "black dragoon " naturally at the
moment ruffied the general young imagination Into stormy
laughter ;" but thejoke was somewhat elderly, for ina Grose's
Dictionary," long before Sterling was bora, "a review of the
'black cuirassieru' lu oset down as slang for a visitation of the
clergy. The samne classîcal authority (its date lu 1785) sets
down "Turkey merchantI" as slang for a poulterer. I must
leave It to more precise antiquaries, to settle the question
whether the story can be true that Home Tooke (who was
bora in 1736) made this joke for the first time when he went
to school,, and the Eton boys asked him the awful social
question, "What's your father ?7" It used to be a common
habit of etymologists, wheu a word was troublesome, to alter
it a little, so as to put sense Into It-to do, ln fact, vith
scientific pretension just what we have notioed the coster-
mongers doing for colloquial purposes. One of those clever
scholars (the great mistake of philologists lieu in being too
clever) was pumzled that a eWelsh rabbitI" should menu a
piece of tousted cheese, so he decided that It muet be a cor-
ruption of "Welsh rare-bit." The public believéd him, and took
te speliing it accordlngly, so that even nov the best edfition cf
iWebuter'u Dictoary"l (Bell & Daldys) gives ItsauI"pro-
perly Welsh rare-bit." Now, the whole of this is stuff and
nonsense ; the very name "irare bit" lu a fiction, and IlWelsh
rabbit " is a genuine slang term, belonging to a large group
which describe In the same humorous way theuspecial dish or
product or peculiarity of a particular district. For exai"ples:
an"ctEssex stileI" lia ditch, and an "Essexlion" a calf; a
"9Field-lano duck " is a baked sheep's head; "Glasgow
magistrates," or "Gourock hams," or "Norfolk capons," are
red herrings ; "Irish apricotsI" or "Munster plumeI" are po-
tatoesu; "Gravesend sweetmeatse" are shrimps ; and a "Jemu-
salem ponyI" li a donkey. Puns produce ocM new terms, as
when the old hangman's machinery of cart and ladder was
superseded by the "drop," and the appreciating cmowd spoke
of its being "autumnsI" wlith the criminal, meaning the ifall
of the leaf;" or, to take a pleasauter instance, when a
vamped-up old shoe came to be called in France a diz-huit, as
being deu jois neqf. The slang-dealer likes wrapping up his
meaning in a joke for his customer to unwrap, generally find-
ing something unpleasant inside. You want your money back
from him, and he offers a "draught " on Aldgate pump ; you
confesu yourself a fool for trusting him, and he blandly recom-
mends you to go to Battersea (famous for its herb-gardens) to
have your "simplesI" cut. Puns on names of places are a class
by themselves. To be off to "Bedfordshire " or to the "Scilly"
Isles requires no explanation; a "Greeniander" lis a novice,
and to have a holiday at "Peckham "lIs to go without your
dinner. Just so in France, aller àVersaillea is to be upset, a
dunce hae fait son coure à Asnières; and It lu a recognuised
hint of sending a man about his business, to promise him a
prebend in the Abbey of Vatan.

THE HABITS OF BEES AND WASPS.

At a recent meeting of the LinnSean Society, Sir John Lub
bock, M.P.F.R.8., read a paper on the habits of bees and
wasps, more especially on their power of communicating in
formation to one another. lthough Kirby and Spence have
given an Interesting collection of anecdotes about the instinc
of insects, they refer to no experiments as authorities for the
correctuess of their statements. Sir John Lubbock hue mad
a long series of patient observations on bees and wasps abou
hie own groundusand lu his own study. He marked a numbe
of inuects.with different coloured painte, selecting the momen
when they were most Intently febding for this operation. By
giving up whole days to his observations, and keeping a sys
tematic record of the egress and ingress of his marked bees t
and from the hive, and the time each speut on the honey h
had placed for them, he hau been enabled to collect a vas
number of facts about the daliy life of each bee, on which i
teresting generalisations can be based. On an average a be
will make fie excursions in the hour froms its hive in searc
of honey. Thore seems no reason to believe, as bas been for
merly supposed, that bees have. the power of communicatin
to one another intelligence as to the locality of food; an
indeed, they seem to have so- tle intelligence u findin
their way about, that w-en bues vited a supply cf honey pi
lu a fresh place they often did not revisit It. When once the
became familiarised wîit a spot where honey was placed the
visited it with great regularity. Many popular ideas about bee
are, br Joha believes, without any foundation. The soundin
cf frying-pans andflhe-lronu at the. timne of swarming ls probi
bly based only ou superstition, for there lu ne proof bees ce
heur. Souds from violine, tuning-forks, &c., failed te produc
any efucts. They distinguish colour, au this expenrmen
shows. A number cf different coloured pieces cf glass roî
" baited ' with honey, and at each return from the. hive th
bues selected the. glass it had visited bufore, though their r
lative position were often changed. They seem te have bi
little cunning lun iuding their way about, and a bue placed I
a glass bail 18 luches long, with the mouth 6½ lnches wid
tried fer more than an heur te get eut at the. closed eud, b
cause that was turned towards the light, without ever e
tempting te escape by the open end. A uumber cf meut i
teresting defails were recorded and Sir John hopes te centini
his observations during the coming summer.' If hie examp
is followed by other apiarists, we Š)all soon have weli-esta
liehed facts supplying the place o( yague traditions about t]
sociai hymenoptera.

DRAMATIC GOSSIP.
Mr. Dion Boucicault hu arrived in England from the

United States.
Dumas le writing a drama for the Odéon, to be called The n

Taking of Jerusalem by Titus."
Signor Arditi hua been persuaded to accept the direction of

the opera establishment at Regglo for a short period.
Gi. et Gillotin, a one-act opera by M. Ambroise Thomas,

has been successfully produced at -the Paris Opéra Comique.
Madame Schneider has purchased a splendid mansion ln the b

Avenue Urich, ln Paris, on the road to the Bois de Boulogne.
A vocal phenomenon has recently appeared ln Vienna-a fi

tenor who fromt some eccentric formation of the larynx cen re
sing two notes at once.

Herr Kuhe, the planist, þas been appointed grand organist w
of the United Grand Lodge of the Freemasons of England by c
the Marquis of Ripon, Grand Master.

Madame Annette Essipoff, a young Russian pianist, of Whose V
praises the German musical papers have lately been full, hu P
made hem frst appearance lu England.

Mr. Brinley Richards, recently delivered a lecture on "The P
National Musi cof Wales," before the members of the Society g
for the Encouragement of the Fine Arts.

Sir Julius Benedict le to be auked to write a new symph-
ony, and M. Gounod a cantata, specially for the Liverpool Fes- e
tival, whichis to commence on September 28th. t

Dr. Von Bulow, who le at present at Warnsaw, l Ill. The
Neue Zeit.chrift fui Musik, the authority for the statement,
gives no particulars asto the nature of theumalady. c

Signor Campanlui hu arrived in England from New York;•
he hu left numerous admirers on this aide of the Atlantic. At
one of his benefits, the enormous sau of $6,000 was realised. l

The death of the well-known tenor singer, Signor Mongini, 0
ls announced as having taken placeè suddenly at Milan, short- <
ly after his return from Cairo, where he hadbeen singing with
great success.

Mdlle. Sangalli, the dancer, hu achieved another success at P
Vienna, Iu the ballet of "Sardanapale," by Taglioni. The
Empress, during the performance, sent her a present of a mag-
nificent diamond bracelet.8

Faxz.-The Sheboygan Heraid states: "Many of our cit-
zens attended the Italian opera at Milwaukee on Moadayn
evening. A lady named Nilsson sang on that occasion and Ioe
sald to have done quite well."c

According to the Vienna papers, a tenor singer has recently
presented himself to the physicians of that city, who by means
of some normal formation of the vocal organs is able te sing
two notes at once. The opera managers will have to doublec
his salaryl1

The Birmingham Amateur Harmonic Association announces
a concert in the autumu, at which "The Woman of damaria "
will be conducted by the composer in persou, " it prooably
beingI" (it Is nid) " the last appearance of Sir Sterdale Ben-
nott in public."

Intelligence has buen recelved of the deathi of Prisson, the
actor, aged forty-six. .Afer .having passed two manat as in
Egypt, applauded by the public, he was preparing to retura to
France, when he received, lu the Place Ibrahium Pacha, at
Alexandnia, a sunstroke.

"iFair France," a play recently produced at the Queen s The-
tre, London, was so very bad that the audienee called th, au-
thor, a Mr. West Digges, before the curtain. Deceived by the
presumed sound of approval West Diggus appeared only to
be met with a storm of catcadls, hisses, and ironical howls.

The petition of Mrs. Isabella Dallas, known to the play-
going public as Miss Glyn, praying for a dissolution of ber
marriage on the ground of desertion and adultery committed
by her husband, Mr. Eeae Sweetland D dllas, has cone before
the Court of Divorce, and a decree niai, with coste, was granted
by Sir James Hannen.

King Victor Emmanuel, on the occasion of the reproduction
- cf" Aida," at the San Carlo Theatre, Naples, sent a rich bra-
d celet lu diamonis and turquoises to Mdile. Kraus, who im -
- mediately came, in her stage coatumeto thank Hi. Majesty lu
e hie box. The King told her that he deeply regretted the de-
t parture of a singer who could not be replaced.
e M. Charles Lecocq, the author of the well-known opéra-
e bouffe, "La Fille d Madame Angot," as also of "Girofié
t Girofa," wa bor lin 1834. His father was an employé at the
r Tribunal de Commerce. At a very early age, Lecocq showed
t an extraordinary taste for music, and when h was three y'eare
Y old hie favourite toy was the flageolet, upon which, without
- knowing one note of music, he played the popular airs of the
o period.
e L t hue due If at lab.given his whole collection cf cu-
Sriosities orks of art, eth., valeud at 400,000 florins, te ,th
SHunganian nation Among the curicelties are Beethoveu's

e American piano, Haydn's and Mozart's harpuichords, and a
number of decorations and other articles presenttd to Liset by

i almirers.Thi. H ungaiannation viii b. pleaed te gaze
upon thee historical but somewhat ricketyeid gInstruments

g and regallu. Itsgood to doso.

t One nf the critic Chorley's last freaks was during some cha-
yrades ut Dickens,a home at Gad's Hill. It vas ut Christmas-.

y tide, and Dickens proposed a dumb pantomim,, withi Chorley
s~ to play thu piano. When the evening arrived Cherley " came
g .down druesed lu the queerest vay, and sat downi to the piano
a. lu a meek and unobtrusive manner, being a poor old musician
n and very shiy, and very shabby, and very hungry sud vretched-
e looking altogether.. He played is part a-imlrably the whiole
t evening, and his get-up vas excellent. A great many of the

re audience did nef knov him at Ifret.'"
me A cerrespondent says: " If Patti spende many more au pro.-
e- fitable vlutërs as ehe hue the past lu 8t. Petersburg, she, tee,
ut cau found a museuti. Hor presents une said te represen t a
Lu fabulous eum, and her jevelry case centaine gifts from all the.
eu, potentaes lu Europe. The. sm eh. received lu money for
e- her past engagement in St. Peteruburg vas 280,000 francs, and
t- eh. e iste receive for ber nexf tour lu the United Statee
n. 1,000,000 francs for eue hundred eveninge. Patti's leading
ue faute seesto bu for fne dresses, which she orders froms Worth
le lu Paris, by the dosons. Before they are sent to hem ehe per-.
b-. mite tho autocrat cf fashion to have vhat he callu a Patti ex-
he position. Th&e the ontire vardrobe ie laid out to bu admired

by the fashionable world cf Paris."

THE LITERARY WORLD.

Mis 0. Rossetti will bring out, a little before Christmas
oxt, a new volume of tales.
The fret number of a new English monthly magaine called
arble Are hue been Issued.
Mr. Gladstone hue contributed to the Contenporary Review
The Reply of Achilles to the Essays of Agamemnon." i
Another Egyptian romance of an amatory nature has just

en discovered by M. Chabu among the Papyri at Turin.
"A Life of David Friedrich Strauss," by Professor Zeller,phis

rend from early youth to hie death, le announced au nearly
eady.

Mr. Gardner, of Paisley, announces the complete poetical
orke of Robert Tannahill, with topographical and blographi-
Il notes.
A literary fête lu being organised lu the department of

Vaucluse, for the celebration of the ffth centenary of the poet
Petrarch, who died on July 18, 1374.
An edition ha. lately been published, at Bombay, of an Im-

ortant work for the study of the Prakritical dialecte, vis., the
rammatical aphorisme on the Prâkrit& by Hemuchandra.
The unprinted part of "Pepys's Diary" l bleing deciphered

anew by Mr. Mynore Bright, andii containe soveral very inter-
sting passages relating to the theatres of the old goslper's
ime.

M. Brugech hue just diSovered, inscribed'upon a wall at
Karnak, a list of upwards of two thousand Egyptian towns and
ities. This very important contribution to the geography of
Egypt will shortly be published.

Dr. Anton Bauhmaler, secretary of the Munich Anthropo-
ogical Society, hu devised an ingenious and practical method
of placing ail nations ln written communication with each
other by means of a system of numbers, to which he hue given
the name "Passigraphy."

Owing to the Insufficiency of fonde for the endowment of a
professorship of the Celtie language in the University of
Bdinburgh, If luprobable fiat a iecturesiipnvil be instifuted
in ite stead, sud fines gentlemen have beon nasned as havlng
strong claims to the appointment.

" Prince Florestan," who hue been supposed by various jour-
nals to be Mr. Matthew Arnold, Lord Pembroke, Lord Mont-
eagle, Mr. Colvin, Mr. Leslie Stephen, Mr. Labouchere, Mr. G.
O. Trevelyan, and several other persons, le la reality Sir
Charles Dilke, who, it will be remembered, lssharply catirised'
iuthe wor k.

Mr. J. M. Bellw's friends have formed themselves unto a
committee for the purpose of making au appeal to the public
on his behalf, as eb suddenly finds himself &truck down by
illness, and incapacitated from work. Among the names are
those of Mr. Wilkie Colline, Mr. Serjeant Parry, Mr. J. B.
Monckton, Town C[erk to the City of London; Mr. G. A.
Sala, Mr. Henry Irving, Mr. W. P. Frith, R.A.; and Mr. Ed-
nund Yates. Mr. Wilkie Colline and Mr. Sala viIi give read-
ings from their published works for the benot of the fund,
and there will be probably a theatrical performanoe.

Senator Sumner's library, which hu recently been placed
in Harvard College Library, consiste of only about 2,000
volumes. Among the met valuable of these are: A copy of
" Claudianus," with autograph of the poet Gray; Walter Scott's
own manuscripts of a work on the drama; a fragment of the
" Biblia Latina," printed by Faust in 1462 ; "Cero de 011-
cdis," in manuscript of the fifteenth century ; BurnesI" Secot
wha he," in the author's handwriting ; a Dutch mannscript,
bound with carved lvory aides, and set with preclous etones ;
"Pindar," with manuscript notes by Milton ; a book of auto-
graphu, containing Milton's; manuscript notes on "Seneca,"
by Hugo Gnctius; fret book of Thomson's "Seasons," with
author'e autoraph; Ben Jonson's antograph on title page of
a little book thus, "Sum Ben Jonson ;, " Gelilus," with notes
by Melanchthon; "The Club," with autographe of Pope and
Swift on title-page; John Dryden'e "4Greek Exorcise Book,"
with autobiography; John Bunyan's English Bible ith his
autograph; lettons of Napoleon to Josephine, with apoleon's
autograph : Haydn'e opera of" Armida,"--manueoripf by the
author; "Osian's Poems," with Byron's autogmpbh; mnonastic
manuscript with chain and ring attached; and-many other
rare sud *valuable venks.

Edmond About's career has beenu one of constant ups and
downs sInce hie ominence as a writer. While his fame has
steadily grown, he has made and lost fortunes, and lu believed
at the present time to ha"o few resources besides his magic
pen, principally owing to the blinduess with which he hu
persisted in mistaking his vocation, and hus striven to excel
in spheres from which hisi goulus should shrink, whiie huehas
neglected that field for which hale eminently desdned-the
novel To this very day, notwithsta ding his incessamntileure
as such, About believes that he isl the newapaper writer of
Francs par excellence, and he cannot acoount for the unpop-
ularity of the journale whoq6 leading writer he has been. He
devotes most of his time to the composition of editorials or
magasine articles on political topices and only ln hie leisure
hours throws off every now and then one of those sparkling
and often thrilling novelettes, which are the delght of the
most cultivated' readers of Frenuh literature-most of them
geme cf French belleslettres, which, as soon as they appeared
lu A bout's ovn counry, have been translated fate every lan-
guage cf Europe ; and yet thoe whose admiration they excited
by thin pathos, their brilliant humeur, their lucldity cf style,
have hardly an idea cf the inoredibly short upace cf tim. la
wich they were vritten.

Appieton's Journal may safely rank as one of the highest
Pureiy American pernipacais. The Iiteratry casbt fthe letter la

Gennnad[ad r a aer ilcalie foLr. Tn , és-en

fions are remarkable f.,r their finish, »ound vaolumes of
' Appean's' must fora a valuable a idition to the lbrary et any
person vho bue reflued literary tasute.

Expensi ve, however, as le l'av ln this oounfry-" openi to ricb
and poor aike," said sydney smith, •u* Ube Lfno,ts tvern,'-
it, is not se costly au attire lu th. neighbourboodl of Cape Coust
Casfie. " The mest expensively dreuse<l man t ever uav." vrites
a saienr correspondent, "vwas an A.frican chie'f. His vives had
anointed hlm with palm.etl, and then powdered hlm fromn head
te font with gold-dust."
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