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; be convinced, from a glance at this patent, which
confers the late divided government on me alone,”
that your title and authority in Acadia are now -
abolished; and you have every reason to appre-
hend the severity of the luw, for certain mal-
practices preferred against you, if you are return-
ed a prisoner to France. I offer you, immediate
liberty, with sufficient privileges to render you
independent, on condition that you make a legal *
transfer of your lute government to me, and thus
amicably reunite the caleny which was so unbap-
pily divided at the death of M. De Razilly, ' Pug
Your signature to this deed, and you are the pext
moment free.” R

* Now, by the holy rood!” exclaimed La Tour,
bursting into a laugh of scorn, *“ but thatI think -
you are jesting with me, I would trample you
beneath my feet, as I do this;” and snatching the
parchment from his hand, he tore it in pieces,
and stamped violently on the scattered fragmenta,

“You reject my proposal then?” asked DlAul- .
ney, pale with angry emotions. .

“ Dare you again ask me to accept it?” return-
ed La Tour. “ Think you I would sanction the -
slanders you have fabricated, by such a surrender
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on my own name, and bequeath poverty and
grace to my children?” .

“Itis well,” replied D’Aulney sullenly, “and
the consequences of your folly must fall on your
own head; but when too late, you may repent the
perverseness which is driving you to destrue-
tion.” ) .

* Were the worst fate which your malevolence
could devise, at this moment before me,” -s2id La
Tour, “my resolution would remain unalterable,
Iam notso poor in spirit as to shrink before the
blast of adversity; nor am I yet destitute of fol- |
lowers who will fight for my rescue, or bravely
avenge my fall.? .

“We shall soon find other employment for
them,” D’Aulney coolly replied. * This unfortu-
nate expedition of yours has scattered _your
vaunted force, and left your fort exposed to ase
saults, which it is too defenceless to resist.,”

* Make the experiment,” said La Tour proud-
ly, *“and again you may return, vanquished by s
woman's prowess. . Try the valor of men who,
though few in number, burn to redresg their mas-
ter's wrongs; and, if you dare, once more prove
the dauntless courage of a wife, anxious for her
husband's safety, amtl tenacious of her husband’s
honor,” : . .

“You ere fortunate,” said D’Aulney scornful-
ly, “ to possess so brave a representative, and I
trust it haslong since reconciled you to the chance
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of my rights? that I would thus bring reproach

which thwarted your alliance with one less valiant .




