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OBEDIENCE—~BAPIISA,

Practice {s tho end of all theory; action tho end
of all instruction. ‘What shall wo dof" 18 the
ono only sincere aud sensible gnestion when a man
hears the Gospel and belioves it.

The answor given was double,—** Repont and be
baptized.” That was tho answor at firat, and 1t
must be tho answer to ond.

Wo have considered the former part of it. liet
us now examino the latter,—*‘be baptized."

Wo have soen that our Lord organized, here on
carth, 8 kingdom. It was to be govorned, this
kingdom, by the everlasting laws of heaven. Iis
aubjects wero to stand ob the same organic law on
wlich the angols stand and sorvo in the courts of
God. To thom amnesty was to be given for past
rebellion; freo pardon, bought by the Savivur, was
to ho freoly conferred for all past breachos of the

. law; and they were onrolled henceforth as subjects
and servants of the only Master and King,.

That 18 the way in which that organizationw<the
Church — presents itself in the New Tostament.
It atands among the kingdoms of the varth, distinct
and golitary; setting aside their differences;} ignoring
distinetion of rank, place, or nationnlity; knowing
‘ neithor Jew nor Greek, neither bond nor free}”
neither emporor nor beggar; but ranking them all
88 ono in *he one brotherhood~tho great, ondless,
world-embracing new *¢ kingdom of heaven,”

+ Now, all who belioved the Gospel wore told to

“ repont,” to change their entiro aim and purpose
and views for life, and enter this kingdom, and
live on its laws henceforward.

The method of entrance instituted by the Lurd
himself was Baptism,

Heo adopted a simple aud significant rite, with
which the poople had been long familiar, as the
form of naturalization into this kingdom. In that
rite the King and His robel subject moet. Thoy
enter there into agreoment. The rebel renounces
his rebellion, forawears his ellegiance to all the
tyrants that havo usurped authority®over him,
denies their service, rejects their names, and takes
forover tho oath of allegiavco to his rightful Lord
and King, and vows to serve Him faithfully his
life long.

Thison the man's part. On the King's part there
was the pledge of forpiveness, the promise of accept.
ance, the assurance of protection from the hostile
tyrauts, the help of the abiding Spirit as hisghostly
ally in all times of danger and fear. And the Lord
left the administration of this covenant, and the
authority to act in His name in reconciling men
and God, to the officors of this kingdom for all
timo—*¢ Go ye into all tho world and make all
nations disciples, baptizing them in the name of

“tho Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
and lo, [ am with youn alway, even to the ond of
the world.”

Simply and clearly, baptism was thus the accept-
ance of God’s service, tho naturalization into His
otornal kingdom. It was the first act of obedience,
and symbolized, expressed and concentrated all tho
rest. It'was the first uct to be done; and it moeant
a wholg Jifo of obedience following, The man, a
rebal before, stood up bofore men and angels, be.
foro earth-and heaven, and renounced the slavery
of his rebellion, and took a solemn vath of loyalty
to his forgiving King,

He was saved in tho act. We cannot ses how
any other word will express the result. Ho was

lost in his robellion. He turns, accopts the amnesty,
swears himself into the kingdom of mercy and
graco, of righteousiess and lovo, and 4s saved,

Understanding what aalvation is,—deliveranco,
not only from the penalty, but from the guilt and
stain and power of sin: and understanding what
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God's kingdom is,—the ordered polity formed
hore on eatth, under the oternal laws of hoaven;
and, also, understanding what baptism is,—the
covenant by which man renounces his sin, and on-
tera tho kingdom whose law is holiness— undor-
standing theso things, we van also understand the
high things which Scrigtures speak of be ptism and
its effucts,

For tho whole is cousistont. Tho New Testa.
meut proclamation of these thingd goes togother as
ouc clear whole. Wu noed do violonce to no stato-
mont.  Wo need pass ovor no Scripture.  Wo need
“oxplain away' no distinct declaration.

It is only beeauso meir havo made a thoory of
“‘alvation,” which is not the Scriptural one, or a
theory of *the Church” which is merely human,
or a theory of ‘“‘ropentance” or *‘faith which is
2ct in tho New Testameut, that they are compelled
for cunsistency's sake, to mako a thevry also of bap-
tism which retyuires them to pass over silently, or
to do violence openly, to the plain words of tho
Lord and his Apostles.

It is our comnfort to bolong to a Church which
fears no Scripture; a Church which has no human
theory or system to support; and which, thereforo,
takes her children by tho haad, in sure confidence,
at all her wurship, and bids them listen to the
voico of the Lord and his Apostles,

“ The like Hgure whoreunto even baptism doth
also now savo us,” saith Poter,

If my theory of salvation be that it tdeduns unly
final deliveratico from hell, I itust oXplain away
the text. For no mam ever held that baptism assures
a man of perscverance o the end.

But, salvation being deliverance from the puwer
of sin, its guilt and stain, hore, in this world, a
man is most surely saved tho moment he rises and
sincerely denies sin, and faces it as his deadly foe
in Gud's name, and turns and pledges his Iife to
righteousness aud truth in the vows of holy bap-
tism, .

So tho Apostle calls it *the laver of regencra-
tion,"” and the ‘* washing of rogeneration,”

And here apostles, and the entire Church Catho-
1i}, only follow the Mastor.

For Nicodemus, coming to Him by night to ask
of this kingdom which He, the Prince of Iaraol,
was come to set up, is told by the Lord himself,
** Except a man be born of water and of the Spint
ho cannot enter into the kingdom of God."

We cannot pass over the word water. We can
not.expiain that word away. We cannot supposo
the Lord was misleading the anxions inqairer, 1If
our theories of “the kingdom of God,” or of on-
trance into it, require us to deal unfairly with the
words of the Son of God, it is surely time to roviso
our theories.

It isa now birth. The words fairly express the
meaning of baptism. No other words will do. We
cannot spare them in their utter emphasis. Bap-
tism, if we have boen clear, is rogenerztion,
literal now birth.

A man denjes his whole past life. Ho flings
away his whole past purposes. He rejects the
mastors he has served hitherto,— the world, the
devil, and the flesh, Ho flies to his rightfu! Lord
and King. He knocks for admittance into the now
kingdom founded upon carth, Ho s naturalized
into it, Ho becomes a subject and citizen thero.
He puts himself under new laws. He is accepted,
8o flying. God receives him coming from his ene-
mies, bruised and wounded. He takes hiw into
tho kingdom of love and mercy and goodness. The
man recoives the appointed sign and seal of ‘pardon
and acceptence, Ho is literally new born into the
realm of light and truth, into the kingdom of
heaven. Ho is boine out of chaos, darkness, and
the anarchy of Satan, into lifo and light and order,
oternal and divino,

We wonder how men staggor at God'a gracious

how thoy miss the earnest, downright, praotical
wmeaning of Christ’s religion,

T'hoy’let it alip away in metaphor. Thoy dies
solve it into porsonal fecling, Thoy do not prasp
it in its utterly practical proclamation, as s rebind.
ing of robel anbjects, pardoned and accopted by
the morits of Christ’s death and passion, to tho
setvice of their Lovd. Distinet and pronounced
enough, in the Now Testament, as a’ life-long war
with Satan and for Ohrist, in the doing of all good
works, thoy havo changed it from a sorvido atead:
fast, loyal, and true, while & man lives, to aotiie
mofo seéurity against doserved punishment when
a man dies, Selfish in all, they have cunsecrated -
selfishness by turning i. into religion.

The Church is ** tho household of God,” saith
tho Sciiptures. The covonant by which a man is
adoptod into God’s family and becomes His son (if &
man knows once what that meuns to the uttormost)
is surely a now bhirth. And God’s household is no
motaphor. His kingdom is no figure of speech.
Memborship io it is no shadowy dream. Baptism
is no ompty rite for admission into an obsoure
sect.

These thinga aro all practical, sensible realities,
proached here plainly in a busy practical world.
Chrlstianity is a life, aud not werely a system of
theological opinion,—tH. 3. Thomson,
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MORE UPON THE DAY WE CELEBRATE
AND WiY?

E. THOMBSON.

I quute McGarvoy's *“ Lauds of the Bible,” page
683. ** On our morning rido we bad been accom-
panied for several miles by a feeble old Aiab who
was travelling through tho cvuntry on horseback.
Assad, after conversing with bim for some time,
ropresonted him to us as a man of prodigious loarn-
ing. In tho c,urse of conversation the question
arose why the Mohammedans kept Sabbath on
Friday. Hoe said it was because Adam was created
on Friday,” eto, .

This I estoom as « valid reason why it was right
and proper for them and all God-fearing people
frog Adam to Moses. 1 believe that all the nations
that preserved the knowledgo of God, and accepted
His covenauts, and hoped for the fulfilment of His
promiecs, kept that day, and are keeping it still,

Let it be remembered that the Arabians and
Mohammedaus constitute -near one-quarter of the
huuian race, and their origin autedates the time of
Abraliam, At least a portion of their race sprung
from tho ancient stock of Hebrews from which
Abraham sprang., 1 admit that Ishmael and- the
sons of Koturah, tho second wife of Abraham,
joined and incorporated themselves into the same
nation, hence thoy are called in Jeremiah *¢ a min-
gled people.” The testimony of a-race of such an-
tiquity and undeviating adherenco to their laws
and traditions, is not to be ignored or lightly set
aside. .

Bat it will be said that Mohammedanism arose
in tho soventh century after Christ. Yes; bul Mo-
hamwod conceived it his mission to restore the
religion of Adam and Islam, which ombraced the
Sabbath and circumicision, both of which they per-
petuate to this time,

The Sabbath is first brought to notice in the
third chapter of Genesis, and is associated with thes
completivn of the creation, and the division of time.
into sgven parts, of which it is an abidi ng memor.-
jal.  After this but onoe incidental reference is mades
to it fer 2,500 years. That reference is when:
Laban said to Jacob, Fulfil her week, and I willl
give thee Rachol also. This reference comes from,
one not of the family of Abraham, but.of.the ancient -
sluck referred to above. This people:then and.now -
keop tho first antl Adamic Sabbath on Friday,..

worde. But the wonder goes when wo consider

When the Jows came out of Egypt thay’ werp,
el .



