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— THe ** CHRISTIAN” AND THE ‘¢ MESSENGER
AND VIsITOR."—A few weeks ago we made a little
innocent ** jotting "' nbout the ¢t Disciples ” of I,
E Island. Tnat were tho following expressions:

* On the Island the * Disciples ™ hase a larger
folfowing than in any other place in the Dominion
....Itis'a pity they could not give up the idea
that & man is not saved untjl faith has been sup-
plemented by baptism, and join with us in the
belief that baptism is an act of obedience for one
already saved.”

Tue CHRISTIA¥, a little monthly sheet of the
«t Disciples " of the Maritime Provinces, takes us
to tn-k for these statements. It declares our first
erroncous, because

+According to the census of 1881, New Bruns-
wick has twice as many as P. E. 1., Nova Scotia
three times, and should the number found on the
Island be multiplied by 23, there would be a bal-
ance in fevor of Ontario.”

But our contemporary forgets that New Bruns-
wich has three times, and Nova Scotin aver four
titacs the population of P. E. Island.  Our remark
is true of the Maritiine Provinces, but it does not
hiold of Outario, where the ** Disciples " arca little
more numerous, in proportiou to population, than
an the Island.  We are glad to be corrected in this
latter case.

It is a pity they (Disciples) could not give up the
iden that & man is not saved, &c¢ ‘This did not
please Tie Cumisrian  This is the important purt
of the criticism:

*“ The iden advanced that * baptism is an act of
obedicuce for one already saved,'is not a scriptural
one. ‘That Jesus in his great commission supple-
mented faith by baptism in order to salvation is
evident from the words, ¢ Ilc that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved.” On the day of Pentecost,
Peter said:  ‘ Repent and be baptized every onc
of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission
of sin, and ye shall reccive the gift of the Holy
Spirit *  Surely their sing were not remitted before
the baptism! Ananias to Saul: ‘And now, why
tarriest thou; arise and be baptized and wash away
thy sins.’ From these, and many other passages,
we are led to believe that baptism preceded by faith
that purifics the heart, and repentance that pro-
duces a reformaticn in the life, and a public con-
fossion that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, is
for the remission of sin.”

Before we advance one stepr there must be a clear
understanding of the term *“saved.” We used it
to deseribe the state of those who should go to
heaven, were they to dic The issuc between us
aud Tuk Curistiax then, is simply this: Our con
temporary lholds that u believer will not go to
heavea, but to hell, when he dies, unless baptized ;
we hold that a believer, althcugh unbaptized,
would go to heaven, sad not to hell, were he to
pass away. Let us explain one case, however. A
man professes to have believed, admits that bap-
tism is 4 command of Christ, and still refuses to
obey. what would you say of him? it may be asked.
Just this: He is probably deceived; he is not a
believer; for all true believers obey Christ's com-
mands, e has no suflicient cvidence that he is
in a saved state  The trouble is not that he is not
baptized, but that he is not prepared for this or-
dinance.

But to the question at issue between us. We
wish to judge of the case, however, not by a few
isolated texts; but by the general teaching of the
New Testament,

Let us appeal first to the Gospels. Lu, viii. 12, in
the parable of the sower, it is believe and be saved,
Leaving out Jno. iii.5., which Trr Cniristiax will,
no doubt, admit, has no meaning te aid his belief,
we have reference in John in any number of cases
to belief or faith-as suving, aud not the slightest
reference of baptism as baving anything to do with
it. We refer to a number of them: chapter
iii 15, 16. 18, 36: iv. 30, 41; v. 335, 40, 47
&c.  Now, the question is, if our Lord knew that
faith did not save without baptism, why did he
declare that faith alone saved, in these, and so
many other passagesin Dis teachings? Takeone
instance, as o sample of the otber cases: In chap.
iii, 16 ** God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on
IIim should not perish, but have eternal life »  If
these words do not ncan that faith saves, what do
they mean? That is what they say. Had our
Lord believed that baptism was necessary (o salva-
tion, in addition to faith, why did He notsay so?
It will not do to say that our Lord supplemented
this teaching elsewhere.  He, or John inspired by
Him, here says that faith, of itself, saves. He
gives here the full preseription for the dying sin-
ner. To sy that our Lord gave supplementary
eaching clsewhere, to be addeq to this, would be

the same as for a physician to give & prescription
to a patient lacking ono of the essentinl ingredients,
and say in excuse that ho had mentioned the other
Jdrug 1 some part of his published works. With
this general view of our Lord's teaching, what
must we understand of the passage, * Ifc that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall?”” o shall not cer-
tainly suppose that Ha incuns to contradict Ilis
previous utterances, and teach that faith alone d »es
not save, Certainly, he that believeth and is bap-
tized shall be saved; but this does not say that a
man is saved by the belief; it only necessarily
implies that an act of obedicncee, in addition, will
not make him any the less sure of snlvation,

The foregoing, with but tew abbreviations, is the
Messenger and Visitor's reply to a criticism we off-
cred on what it hns sinco been pleased to call an
“ innocent jotting.” Our paper being a monthly,
and somewhat small, we are compelled to condense
our reolarks, and to leave unnoticed some of the
assertions of our critic.  In passing, we would say
—if the * jot " had stated what its author now
intimates was his meaning (larger following accord-
ing to population) no reference would have been
made to it. Tho statement as it first stood was
not true; with the explanation it is not far out,
If over 50 per cent. can be called a * little,” then
no objections should be raised to *“ the Disciples
are (in Ountario) a little more numerous.”

(1) In reviewing the reply to our criticism, we
find our contemporary making what is sometimes
termed a change of base. The ‘ jot ™ expressed a
pity—not that the Disciples taught that a believer
will not go to Heaven but to hell unless baptized,
but for supplementing faith by baptism, and in
not making it an act of obedience for one already
saved. If our contemporary had stated in his
¢t jot ¥ what he now affirms to be the issue between
us, we would have met it as we do now with squure
denial.  Inreply, we simply said, and say now, the
iden advanced by the M. & V. is not a scriptural
one.

(2) The issuc between-us we thought to be this
—In the caso of & penitent believer presenting him-
self for Dbaptism, does the remission of sins take
place before or after baptism? Our contemporary
snys—Certainly, ¢ he that belioveth and is baptized
shall be saved,” and the man refusiug to obey the
command is not a believer, he hasno sufficient evi-
dence that he is saved, 2nd then goes on to argue
the doctrine of salvation by faith alone; and thata
person can get to heaven just about as well without
baptism as with it—sceing that it is but an* act of
obedience that will not make him (candidate) any
the less sure of salvation!”

Surely the M. & V. is not voicing the sentiments
of its people in these parts. If such be their sen-
timents, why put forth such strenvous efforts te
present to the world the subject of baptism? Why
seek to influence as meny as possible to submit to
this ordinance? Where is the consistency of argu-
ing that baptism is unnecessary to snlvation and
then conclude by suying, * Let us hold it as strongly
ay thougl it 1wcere necessary to saleation #"  Why not
join with the Baptists of England and discuss ser-
jously, as they are doing, the propriety of granting
to a candidate the choice of modes? If baptism is
of such little importance, why did our contempor-
ary condemn in such serere terms the Salvation
Army? Here is what he said a year ngo: —

“Docs the Army consider baptism as a duty
that must be performed? it is replied,** DECIDEDILY
NoT.”  “The Army only considers obe bap-
tism essential to salvation, and that is TRR BAP-
T18M OF THE SPingr ¥ Eph. iv. b, where all Bible
students suppose water baptisim is meant, is given

as proof. 'This sacred ordinance, is plainly com-
manded by our Lord as anything can be, is flung
aside as having a place with shaving the head,
washing the feet, ctc., “‘which were never intended

to be binding on our practice or consciences,”
Has the M. & V. cbanged its views? Docs it

now agree with the Salvation Army, thut baptism

is a duty that need not be performed, and that only

one baptism is esscntial to saivation? Unless such

a change oxists wo are somewhat puzzled to har-
monizo its remarks of a year ago with these of a
recont date, If the above criticism on the ¢ Army
hod appeared in one of our papers it wonld be
quoted as confirmatory evidence of the statement—
they (Disciples) hold that a beliover will not go to
heaven but to hiell unless baptized.

(3) We aflirm no such doctrine implying that
a peraon under no circuinstanco whatever can get
to heaven without baptism, Wesimply go aecord-
ing to orders—¢‘ He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved.” Ilere faith (or belief) is supple-
racnted by baptism, sa!vation or remission is placed
not before but after baptism.

Asto the question whethera person under certain
circumstances will not be saved unless baptized,
we trouble not ourselves—shall not the Judge of all
the carth do right? Ve have desires and expecta-
tions favorable to sume who have died unbaptized
But then the question comes, ¢ How far were they
censurable for the circumstances?” Not finding
in God's word any egplicit statemont as to how He
will treat such cases, we just say—tce don’t know.
Surely there is a wide difference between we don’t
know and ** they will not.” Our contemporary, if
we understand him correctly, sanys—not to the un-
culightened only, but to others also: ¢ You can
go to heaven without obeying this command; but
in submitting to it you will not make less sure
your salvation,” ’

(4) The question is asked, ¢ Why did the Lord
declare that faith alone saved? ® We, too, will ask
a question, ‘* Wheré did the Lord say so?® True,
God has promised salvation on faith as a condition,
but not on faith alone. Salvation by faith does not
exclude, but includes, the obedicnce of faith,
But after examining tl:o passages quoted by cur
critic to substantiate *¢ salvation by faith alone»
for the purpose of excluding baptism, we have this
to say: (@) The word ‘“ alone” is not to be found,
(0) Not onc of the passages present a case of salva-
tion by faith alone. (¢) If ‘‘elone” appeared,
would there not be a dircct conflict with sush pas-
sages as, ‘‘Faith without works is dead, being
‘alone.”” Ye see then how ‘“That by works a
man is justified and not by faith only. And in
Jno. xii. 42 we have a case of fuaith wlone and the
men were not saved,

Will the answer be, *‘Faith is the only thing
mentioned, implying thereby the only thing requir-
ed.” Well, by a similar course of reasoning, we
would have but little trouble in proving that even
faith is not necessary. For example, fuith is not
mentioned in the following: Matt. x. 823
Rom. viii. 24; Ep. ii. 5; and 1 Peteriii. 21.; ¢ The
like figure whereunto even baptisin doth also now
save us, &, For us to say that confession alones;
hope alone; grace alone; Laptism alone, will save a
man, would be no more unscriptural than to say,
faith alone. It is truc that a man is saved by faith,
by hope, by grace, by baptism; but that he issaved
by any one of these alone is not true

() Asto the illustration of the physician we
bave this to say: We have no objection to the
position assigned us thercin—that of looking
around for supplementary teaching to find out the
meaning (or ingredichts) of the prescription. But
when the'same physician, after an elapse of two or
three years, makes them known, (or, better perhaps,
gives a ncw one), our critic looks back for another
preseription in order to lcave out, if possible, one
of the ingredients of the last given.

(6) Herc is a factthat no one will feel like calling in
question: That an act of obedience in addition (to
faith (will not make him any the less sure of salva-~
tion.” For example, a tcacher says to his scholars:
*‘You that attend regularly and are good, shall re-
ceive, at the end of the year, a prize.” A question is
started among the scholars whether good is a neces-
sary condition for obtainingthe prize. Says-one, X



