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TRADI, MATIERS,

In his recent message to Congress
President  Cleveland  signifieantly  ob-
served: — ¢*with natural resources unhmit
ed our progress shouldnot be checked bya
false financial policy™ and adds ¢“‘the real
trouble that confronts the Government
is the maintenance of its gold reserve”.
It is thus evident that the executive and
the cabinet of the United States have no
fears as to the future of the couutry the
only matter with which they are con-
cerned is how to deal with the pres.
ent financial issues.  The Democrats have
one recipe, the Republicans another,
and in the opintun of the solid wmen of
the country, the multicude of connsel and
the diflerent modes of treatment pre-
scribed is as with us an exceedingly potent
cause of evil.  Cuuld the two parties ouly
lay aside partizanskip for a while aad sit
down to patrivtically cousider the situa
tien they would not be long in Jevising
means to prevent the nativnal progress
being checked. It s much the same in
this country ; where by many people the
outs —that 1s the oppusition are re
warded as being a species of anarchist in
asmuch as they mahe all manner of ob
jections to the way in which afluirs are
being conducted, but are afraid to suy
gest a remedy, cven if they have as
much coufidence m free trade as seme of
them profess to have.

In Great Ditiua they are haviog what
18 termed *Ya boumn tuns” in speculation.
They have any quantity of idle wmoney
seckiny investment , but lesiiate tou put
it out iu the Umted States because de-
apite their ushmited natural resources
they are afraid of the “false linancial pol
iy which the upponents of the adminis
tration are forever densuncing. Soitis
here, the cffurts of the oppasition whet-
her in Doaminion or Provincial matters
anver cease. They decry the alming ra-
tion and in that way injuare the country,
for to suy that its public affairsare im-
properly administered is the worst blow
that could be aijuid at it.  Aud so in-
stead of vur having British cagutal more
largely cmbarked in our commeranl,
wanufactuning, muung and other cuter-
prizes, the money finds its way into
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South African gold mining specnlations,
and we are practieally forced to realize
that the present eycle of Jow prices will
last until credit recovers in the Unitod
States and Australin—aund, we may add
Canada, We notice that the city of Vie-
toria s at the prasant time beiug deluged
by hteraturo issned undee the auspices of
the Cobden Club and such organiza
tions whose principles, however, they
may at some time have been advantag-
eously followed vut in the Muther coun-
try are not adopted to vur conditions. It
wis by a policy the reverse of that advo-
caied by Cobden and his friends that
British inJustries got their first start and
here with, us it is a case of *‘lirst creep
and then go.” Industrially Canada is
only now beginning to walk aloae; let hor
enterprises get fiem footed before they
are forced to submit to the rough tumb.
ling and jostling for which we have no
doubt that bafore so very long they will
be prepared.

We are undoubtelly suffering from the
ills that have come upon our neighbors by
reason of their false tinwcial policy 1 for
heaven’s sake let us not add to the o the
difficul:ies which conld net fail to follow
a challenge on our prre to conflict with
the world, with the odds as M. Launer
admits avainst us, the policy prop sed
buing so one sided that the mouth of the
Jug was always on the side of our nvals.
The claim that goods would be cheaper
were trade  made more free s
pretty pour argumont, for if most of the
goulds we cunsume were imported there
wourld beno wark for the operative class;
andif they had no nemey, w8 the late
Sir John Macdonald forcibly demanded,
of what use 18 it however cheap goods
may be !

also a

TRADE SCRILI.

We have receved an msignaticant look-
ing handbill ashing the public not tu for
get to ask for the merchancs” trade scrip
Itis healud **Freed Feee” and in the
boly of it we obsetve that consumers are
advised to take notice that fur every cash
pucchase of §1 from any wmerchaut whose
name appears i the margin you are en
titled to & per cent. script which will be
accepted as five cents on every cash pur
chase of one dullar.  On the handbills are
the uames of soame cighteen  business
e, who, we take 1, are members of vn
association.  We huve nothing to say
about the aseocintion or combination into
which these people bave entered, but we
are inclined to question their right te
issuc script.  We do not say that it is
illegal but we are strongly of the opinion
that of 1t 18 notat spproaches very closely
to an infraction of the law.  Itisoritis
not an attempt to create o currency—
amang, it is true, the houses specially
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interested—aund i3 not the subject one
which demanda the consideration of the
Deputy Receiver General?  Duoubtless
the partics concerned imagine that they
have gone into a splendid advertising
scheme ; but does it not strike the reader
that if they had adopted some moro legit-
mate way of bringing themselves and
their business into prominence they
would have suzceedod cqually well, and
at the same time be encouraging home
enterprises instead of baing associated
with ountsiders why have no local inter-
est3, who citich them ont of 820 or $25
as membership fe2s wnd then leave for
outside parts to caery on 4 similar busi-
ness there? This kind of thing is we
hold far from being o legitimate depart-
ure, and the only man really benetitted
will bu the glib tongued fakir who
chiarges them 82 wmuch for his wmere in-
stractions and suczestions in rezard to a
thing or two,

In this connection we might remark
that a word of counsel to those of our
citizens who have -the best interests of
British Columbia at heart may n.t be
out of place, in connection with the
printing anl other businesies—we say
minting because of our more immediate
relations with it. “Don’t order a few
hunidred sheets from local printers and
then cumpar- the prices with lots of as
many thouswd ordered in the East.”
1 Sunilar sized ordersof job work can be ex-
ccuted and delivered hiere at as luw a rate
as anywhere, anl if the same liberality is
shoau lueal coticesns as is extended to
drummers in almost any business local
mteresta would not complain.  There is
nu law to prevent thuse of the learned
profession in the Weost from making use
of castern caterprise, but there isalaw
tu prevent western enterprise from mak-
inyg use of castern doctors and lawyers,
and this little fact should not he ignored.

BRITISH COLUMBIA COAL,

We are pleased o notice by the San
Francisco coal reports that Lusiness is
very brisk and prices are steady. Itis
smd, moreover, that during January
there were pertods when British Co-
lumbia coals were alnost unprocurable,
while tonuage is in demand to carry
conl from tha Northern mines ; extreme
rates being pawd. It will be remembered
that sbout this time several vessels were
lost and others made long delayed pass-
ages. It is well understood that Van-
couver Jsland coal is the bhest that is
sold on the Pacific Coast, and we think—
though we, of course, are notdown to
the secrets of the trade, that ia view of
our proximty to the principal ports of
distribution 8 bigger husiuess ought be
done, were the parties divectly intorested
prepared to make smaller profits upon




