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THE TARIFE AND B. C.

It will be remembered that,in the course
of his loug advocacy of the claims of Ire-
land, the great Irish Liberator, Daniel
O'Connell, declared that the proper course
for the people to pursue was to “agitate”
and “agitate!™  He was no advocate of
dynamite or of agrarian putrage, and, to
our mind, nad his counsels beeu followed,
the Irish problem would have been settled
before this without many of those terrible
records which have, since his time, been
entered on the pages of history. We, in
Britigh Columbia, as membersof the Cana-
dian confederation, have grievances which
ought to be redressed.

We don'’t talk dynamite, nor do we ad.
vocate secesston 3 but we do say that our
disabilities cry aloud forredress, vurs is,
perhaps, the only province against which
the Canadian tanil operates inimically—
we might almost say disastrousiy.  We
are an importing rather than a producing
community- that is as concerns the ordi
mary necessaries of life.  Everything we
wear and o large proportion of what we
eat i the product of other countries. Soine
of these can be had in the other provinces,
but then the cost te us is, owing to the
distance they have to be brought, much
heavier than to the sister communities.
Yet, on the top of tlus, andall for the bene.
it of whatis termed Canadian industry,
we are required 1o pay a heavy customs
tax, whose outlay in no way bhenetits us,
Indeed, we are gradged the few dollars
that are allowed to come this way, aud
still the same levies are made without a
moment's relaxation.

No one at Ottawa appears inclined to
consider that our position is a peculiar and
special one.  The protection of native in-
dustries is of noavail inourcase. I fact,
it has the effect of augmenting our bur
dens, the consequence being that per kead
of population we arve ‘ur and away the
heaviest  contributors to  the customs
revenue.  We are not aware whether the
members of the eabinet, who have under
taken to investignte the tarifl question,
propos¢ to come this way. Thev have
visited Montreal and Toronto and taken
the sense of the people there, especially
fre 2 the point of view of the manuufac
turer. Wil they corve hiere and secure
the opinions of au almost exclusively con
suming community * That is what they
ought todo. Cabinct ministers and Govern
ment otlieials Nzht as shy as possible of
this provinee.  They have noidea, we are
convinced, of the peculiaritics cf our
position; and they do not waut to go into

the matter more than they are forced:

While they may not whsolutely refuse to

listen to what British Columbia members

may say in Parlinment and in the oflices !
of the different departments, they do

nothing for us in this direction; but if it is

proposed to readjust the tariff, the condi-

tion of things here must, in all fairness,

and, we say, in all honesty, be taken into

consideration,

The Board of Trade, being now in posses-
sion of most commodions and conveni-
ent quarters, ought to have and continue
to have formal and informal discussions
on this tariff question, and from them
might  were they only persistent—go forth
a voice that would cnmpel the people at
Ottawi to hear and pay some attention to
our complaints. The Board of Trade
wight be made much more eflicient and
effective than it now is, if its members met
more frequently, both formally and in-
formally, to discuss among other topics
the really live question of the Dominion
tarifl as it aftects British Columbia, In
any case, that tariff has to be adjusted so
as not to oppress us as it now does.  We
are not the milch cow on which the older
provinces must continue to draw without
stint and at the save time give us nothing
in retarn.

THE SEALING QUESTION.

‘1 here are several {eatu=es of the sealing
controversy which have lately  been
brought to the front, and as they are of
gpecial interest here it may be well tore
fer to them in detail. A few days since it
was announced that the indemnity for
the British Columbiit sealers had heen or
was to be at once forwarded to Collector
of Customs Milne, of Victoriu, for distribu
tion. We hinve not yet Licard of its arrival
nor ¢f any special endeavor having been
‘nade to sccurs the further information
conditional on its distribution. We have
no fancy for these delays, particularly
when it is apparent that they are toa
greater or less extent due to oflicial red
tapeism.  Ordinary business men cannot
afford delays in the ttansaction of thasr
affairs, and the hindiances frequently cast
in their way b, public oflicials for no other
reason than that of an uaserviceable rou
tine, are such us cannot be tolerated with
any degpree of cquanimity, All this in
volves loss and in the cuse of the seilers
it has kept out of their possession moneys
which should long ago have been in their
hands to put out to the best advantage.

Then again, it may be remarked that
Russia scems to have givenup hersupreme
soverciguty of the scas, otherwise an ar-
raugement wonld not have been made
between her and Great Britain by which
scaling iz prohibited within ten miles of
the Russiau coist and within thirly miles
of the NRobhin Islands—the Russian
rookerics. This must be felt to be rather
hard on the United States, who, last year,
as hias previously been stated, worked up
Captain de lLevron, ol Zabiaka fame, to
scize n number of scaling schooners and
imprison their eaptaing and crews,  Qur
ncighbors, no doubt, thought it a great
coup when, by nicans of cuissarics wear-
ing their naval uniform and attached to

somce of their police vessels, they furnished

the light-headed captain with charts and
other informution, and, as was charged,
induced him to follow the course which he
did. 1lis action and that of the American
authoritics who utilized him as their ool
needs bat little further condemnation than
that which is deducible from the agree-
ment to which we have just referred,
which, of support vere previously wanting
for claims for Jamages on the part of the
uggrieved British subjects, is found in
that very agreement and practical admis.
sion of wrong doing.

Here it may be well to again remark
upon the inconvenient time at which it
has been found convenient for Grent
Britain and the parties of the other part
to determine upon the limits outside of
which gealing may be safely prosecuted.
The original modus vivend! was pree
claimed long after the B.C. secalers had
left for the North and were difticult, if not
impossible, to reac.’. Its renewal was
announced at a period of the year which
was quite as inconvenient, and now this
last convention comes at u time when all
the sealers have long since been away and
can only, as it were, be reached Ly acci-
deni. The oflicer commanding the Navy
at Iquimalt has been notitied of this
agreement within the last three or four
days, but he is not likely to reach Rugsian
waters, nor are the other vessels belonging
to the North Pacific squadion, while the
notification which way sent on Monday to
the Brtish consuls in Japan may-—but
most probably will not—secure the due
warning of the sealers.

‘Then another point which has recently
arisces and is worthy of notice is the mani-
fest abandonment hefore the Court of Ar-
bitration of some of the Awmerican preten-
sions and the eudeavor to repudiate liabil-
ity for damages inthe event of an adverse
decision being rendered. The proceedings
of the last two days of the arbi-
tration have amply justificd the ap
prehension oxpressed in these columnns
that, were the findings  adverse
to the United States, the latter would
endeavor 1o wriggle out of ali responsi-
bility., What do we now find? That
when Lord Hanunen made n pointed ob-
servation, ccunsel for the Awmericans
announced that after the arbitrators had
settled the facts of the seizures the
further questions of linbility and the
amount of damages must Le scttled by
the two Governments,

Very naturally Lord Hanneu interposed
“then the whole arbitration is uscless,”
Awmecrican arbitrator  Morgan replying
that. it would be impossible even Jor
the President of the United States to
give muarantees regarding the resnlt of
further negotiationy, as when such
ucgotiations are completed they must
be contirmed by a two-thirds vote of the
Senate in their favor.” The Awmecrican
report from which the lines quoted are
taken adds *“This terminated the in-
cident which cvidently left a deep im-
pression on all concerned.” No doult it
did. The Amcricans were forced to
show their hand. and the Board of
Arhitrators must fully realize how they
have been forced to take Jeading parts
in & solemn farce intended by the Yankees
to outwit the British,



