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Pharmacy in England.

The Widow's Clause in the Pharmacy Act-
Itroysl, for the Preparation et' Spts. Ethel'
Nit. -Sanmetto-Chlorobrom ln Seaslckness
-Pure Cittoroform-The Chemical Market.

(<ly Our Owtn Correspýoîdlent.)

l'le president of the Pharmaceuîcal
Society is always springinig iiew surprises
upon his supporters. Soie few years
ago be went for the curriculum sclienie
with ail his Ieart and soul, and actually
induced the council to eibody it in a
bill before parlianient, but its carcer vas
short. N.xt, lie evolved some imiproved
method oi conducting the examinîations
witlh the assistlance of outside professors,
which the Council adopted, and now
seens sorry for it. For one ofthe first pro.
fessors appointed was Professor Grcen,
who holds the chair of Botany in the
society's school of pharmacy'. This un-
fortunate selection has raised a small
hornet's nesIt, as it is thought that the
uninpeachable fairness of the examina-
tions cannot lie naintained if a professor
of one school of pliarmnacy is on the
board of exaniners, whilst ail the rest of
the schools throughotut the country are
unrepresented. Now, Mr. Carteighs has
started a cruîsade against the widow's
clause in the Pharnacy Act. By this
clause, a chemist's widow is permitted to
continue the business if she engages a
qualified assistant as manager. For soie
unexplained reason, except that this
beneficent provision for the widow and
fatherless is an anomaly, we are called
upon to sacrifice this clause, and for
what ? Apparently to assist in closing a
few businesses in the country, whîere con-
petition is getting so keen. But in this
absurd outcry against an institution which
lias certainly never proved a grievance-
rathier the reverse-the president forgets
that, as the law stands, even if the widow
clause were repealed, ail that she lias to
do is to turn the business into a limited
liability comîpany, and she can carry nn
the business just as before. From tiis it
will be seen that any agitation on the
subject is farcical, and that no surrender of
the widow's privilege would effect any
alteration in pliarmacy unless the con.
panies' ininunity is also broken down.

Itrosyv.-Under this cabalistic word,
Messrs. Fletcher, Fletcher & Co. have
introduced a concentrated spirit of nitrous
ether. Indeed, it is so highly concen-
trated that they claini i part mixed with
r9 parts of rectified spirit will instantly
produce the pharmacopæial spirit of sweet
nitre. Froim an examination of it, I an
inclined to believe that it is a solution of
ethyl nitrite in absolute alcohol, with a
small quantity of aldehyde. The solution
is probably prepared by the double de-
composition niethod fron sodium nitrite
in a freezing mixture, as recommended
soie few years ago by Professor Dunstan.
It is supplied-only in sealed glass cap-
suies holding one fluid ounce, with the
idea of preserving the fluid without any
loss of gas, ane of which is to be brokien
and mixed with the rectified spirit as re-

quired. As onc of the bugbears of phar-
macy is the preservation of spirit of
nitrons ether at its full strength, thtis
method iay be of soie advantage. 'he
price of the capsules is twenty-four cents
aci, wlhich makes the preparation soie-

what dearer than the ordinary article.
Sanmel/o.-This is the latest Anericai

candidate for iîedical favor whiich lias
reaclhed thtis side. It is apparently a
fluid extract flavored so as to be ratii(r
agrecable, and of a reddislh color. It lias
been suggested that it is an extract of the
saw palmnetto. Soie considetable ex-
pense lias already been incurred by the
proprietors, the Od Clhemîîical Manuiac-
turing Company, by mailing all our regis-
tered physicians a firce sample, with
literature. Fron the latter I gather it is
recommended particularly for cytitis,
pyclitis, prostatitis, and pre.senility-
whatever that nay mean. Apropos of
new reniedies of thtis class, I may mention
that I had an opportunity of secing it
prescribed the uther day by one of our
leading Vcst-end physicianîs. It vas for
a young.woanan who, I lcarned afterwards,
was suffering fron tuberculosis of the
kidney. 'lie prescription was followed
in a few days with another calling for
Dusart's syrup of the hypophosphites,
next a course of Stearn's wine of cod-
liver oil, and, finally, Scott's enulsion.
Then I lost sight of the patient, but I
could not lelp reflecting on the apparent
advantages possessed by our enterprising
cousins, who had so effectually captured
thtis physician that nothing i:' the phar-
nacopæia, or even imiantfictured in Eng-
land, was good enougli for lini.

C/oro/romt.-This preparation, first
suggested by Dr. Charteris, Professor of
Materia Medica and Therapettics at
Glasgow University, is being hooied by
the proprietors, Messrs. Burgoyne & Co.
It is a pleasant mixture of an elixir ia-
turc, containing chloralamide and broiide
of potassium. Dr. Charteris specially
recommended it as a remedy for seasick-
ness, and soie remarkable evidence of
its success in preventing or -abating at-
tacks of this distressing malady lias been
produced. Messrs. Burgoyne are niow
pushing the remedy as ain ideal sedative
and hypnotic. They claini that it can be
safely administered even to children,
whilst the combination with choralamide
prevents the depressing action of the
bromide froni being asserted. li con-
nection with its success as a renedy for
seasickness, it should lie borne in mind
tlhat Dr. Cliarteris insists on the passen-
ger taking an anti-bilious pill, or three-
grains tabloids of calomîel, for two nights
previous to eibarking. When on board,
a dose of chlorobron, cither 4 or 6
drachis, should be taken, and the pas-
senger should retire to his berth and as-
sume the rectmbent attitude. In over
one hutîndred cases only one unsuccessful
result was obtained, and this was explain-
ed as being due to an excessive dose.

Pure CYMfoform.-For some tine past
the purity of chloroformi has been a sub-

ject of speculation and experinicent.
Whatever the cause may be, it is an un.
doubted fact that mor deaitlis fromt chlo-
roformî have occurred in recent years
than formnerly. Physiologist. are inclined
to put the ontîs upon the clilorofornm
iîîmiuifacttrers, and suggest that as chlo-
roforni is now prepared fron acetone,
inethylated spirits, etc., imîlpurities are
much more probably present than wlen
it was only prepared fromu pure alcohiol.
Somie such opinion is also hîeld by
Squibb, althougli lie admits that pure
chlorofori is the samne thing, no matter
wiat it is made fron. Messrs. Macfarlan,
of Edintburgh, who are very large mîakers
of thtis article, have fromt tine to time
cunnunicated to the pharniacetitical
press thucir experience in the matter.
Whilst advocating more stringent tests to
be apolied for the detection of impuri-
tics, they are perfectly convinced that,
with ordinary care, there need be no im-
purities, but state that the blcaching
powder employed is- a more prolific
source of iniptirity than acetolne, niethy-
lated spirits, etc. They have placed upon
the market an absolutely pure cliloroforn
for ainesthetic purposes, which extended
experience lias shown can be safely kept
for a year or more without decomposition.
Makers of chloroforn are naturally rather
inclined to saddle ain.-sthetists with the
responsibility of most of the accidents
that have happened. They state, with
soie show of reason, that many a hîun.
(rcd minor operations are n1ow performed
under chloroformî which used ta be per.
formed without anhesthetics, and that this
lias rendered surgeons careless of the,
idiosyncrasies and cardiac weakness of
patients who are not suitable subjects for
chloroform inhalation.

The market at the close of the year is
always more quiet, very ltttle business
being transacted. Chemicals remain, for
the mîost part, unaltered, and there have
been no drug sales since the i 5th. Somtie
exciteient lias been caused Iimoing the
expore drug houses by tle.courity council
threatening to sumîmon ail who have
metric weiglits and measures on tlheir
premises for purpoces of trade. As many
of the South Americanî indentors require
tlcir goods to lie supplied by the kilo-
gramme or litre, this is very awkward ;
and it appears that, as the law stands, it is
illegal for clemîîists here to dispense
foreign prescriptions with metric weights.
This matter appears ail the more ridicu-
lotis, inasmuch as the new British Pliar-
nacopæia is to recognize the metric sys-
tei more fully. Soie conjoint action
of the Pharnaceutical Society and Cham-
bers of Commerce is spoken about.

December is the most fatal month in
the year for asthna.

Tlhe number of persons born blind is
sixty-five to the million.

Mrs. Shaw, the whistler, says that.one
of the best cures for indigestion is whist-
ling for about half an. hour after eating.


