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worth the druggist’s while to visk the
corner’s censure and public approbrivm
because he unwittingly assist cither the
criminal poisoner or the suicide.

The Suciety of Chemical Industry with
its numerous branches all over the coun.
try has made a good start, several practi-
cul papers having been conmunieated.

The Chemical Society has met in its
old quarters at Burhington lHouse but
under an improved nlteration of the
premises.  The seating accomodation has
been rearranged and extended, the de-
corations are eluborate and the installa-
tion of the electric light in both lecture
theatre and library o vast improvement.
Sir Henry Roscoe, F. R, 8, M. P, who
presided at the first meeting congratu-
lated the Society on its rejuvenated ap-
pearances.  Amongst the papers contri-
buted were two by Prof. Thoipe. One
deseribed the isolation and identitication
of fluorosulphonic acid and the other
indicated that the nteraction of io-
dine and chlorate of potassuim pro-
duced iodate ol votassium and free chlor.
ine.  Frof. Thorpe has been working for
some years on the fluorine compounds and
a very opposite question was put to him
us to whether he could contirm M.
Moissan’s claim that fluorine could be
isolated by clectrolysis? In reply Prof.
Thorpe admitted that he had spent a
large amount: of time and Government
money in repeating these experiments
but without success.  Several interesting
results were obtained, bLut when diflicul-
ties were met with he communicated with
M. Moissan, who contented himself with
merely ackowledging his letter and offer-
ed no suggestion or advice.

A question which is vexing the souls
of wholesale druggists and manufactuiers
is the preparation of citric and tartaric
acids free from lead. Tt has long been
known that these acids are usually crys-
tallized by the manufacturers in leaden
pans and mere fire are particularly liable
to contain traces of the mectal. This
occurs as the salt of the metal and also
as free lead, the luter being derived from
the scraping of the pan. There has been
no very great ditliculty in obtaining crit-
ric acid free from lead, the manufacturers
having substituted carthenware for leaden
pans in which to crystallize the acid.
Tartaric acid free from lead is with much
more difficulty obtained and the one or
two houses who guarantee the vecystal-
lized article ask 21 per 1b. for the same—
a prohibitive price. The average amount
of lead present in commercial samples is
about 02 per cent,, a quantity that is
absolutely harmless but yet sufficiently
objectionable. One point it is well to
bear in mind. Many chiemists are in the
habit of testing their acids for lead by
ammonium sulphide after neutralizing the
acid with ammonia. Now, nearly all the
commercial liquid ammonia contains a
trace of iron and unless a control experi.
ment is performed with distilicd water
and the same amount of amwonia very
incorrect results are obtained. The best

plan is to pass sulpharetted hydrogen

through o solution of the acid contained
in a beaker and comparve the tint produc-
ed, when looking through the column of
liguid standing on a white picce of puper.

Messrs. Richardson, of Leicester, Eng-
lad, are in the unfortunate position of
having o defend an action brought by
the Lanoline makers against them for
infringing their patent for the purification
of wooldnt. 1 recently pointed out in
these columns that wool-fat, by no means
answering the B, P. testsare being offered
on the English murket by Genuan manu-
fncturers. It is possiolo therefore that
Messrs. Richaidson are being sued for
other people’s delinquencies.  Although
it is only fair to state that they intend
defending the case strenuously.

The recent announcement that Mon-
treal licentiates advocate the passing of a
resolution  refusing recognition of the
diploma of the Pharmaceutical Society of
Great Britain deserves more than passing

attention. ILet me at once gay that the
English Society have no power to recog-

nize any diploma besides their own—in
fact they are so absurdly placed as to be
unable to recognize the Irish qualification.
Whether the union of hearts, soon to be
formulated under the title of Home Rule
will alter this T do not know, but I am
informed that a special Act of Parlia-
ment woull be necessary before any
reciprocity could be legally granted. On
the other hand, as the penalties for keep-
ing open shop as a chemist are usuully
inflicted through the prosecution of the
individual by the Phavmaceutical Society,
Caunadian phaimacists need not be afraid
of their being summoned should they
start business here. I am also informed
that more than oneTrish Diplomate is prac-
tising here and that the Society will notin-
terferc. If our Canadian friends knew
something of the difliculty of attempting to
push Bills through Parlinment in which the
public take no interest, they would not
urge this point. Should the various
pharmaceutical associations in Canada,
South Africa, Australia, New Zealand,
etc., memorislize the Council of the
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britian
something might be attempted, but T am
not sanguine of any success with Paclia.
ment. The assurance of sympathy and
non-interference with colonial pharmacists
desiring to cstablish themselves in the
Mother Country might, however, bhe
counted upon. Not until a British m-
pesial Zollvercin is established will that
proper amount of reciprocity be obtained
which justice demands.
Communications.

To the Edutor

Deanr Sin,—TIn reply to your inquiry
what answer we have to make to the
articles that have appeared in the Phar-
macentioal Jonrnal concerning the pro.
posed “ Amendments to the Pharmacy
Act,” I expressly stated at the Conven-
lionldof Druggists that the amendm‘:ng:ls
wou uire to be put into proper
form b;eq the Collegepnnﬁeiton, and that

there might be some unimportant changes
made by them to harmonize the whole
with our Act. For that purpose the
Conmittee on By.laws and ILegislation
met with our solicitors in Torouto on Oct.
28th and earefully went over the whole
ground, and all concurred in what was
done.  There was present Messrs. Petrie,
1’’Aviguon, Danicls, Cluk, McKenzie,
and the writer,  The matter, which takes
time, is in the hands of our solicitors, and
I see no especial urgency, 1f Mr. Petrio
has the original draft T am sure by ap-
plying to biwmi any person can sce it now,
or could have made a copy of it at the
convention or Council meeting ; every one
heard it read theve clause by clause and
there was ample time.  Everything else
about that convention is reported in the
Pharmacentical Journal, why notit? As
soon as our solicitors hand over theiv
work, and before the Bill is put before the
Legislature, the large and influential com-
mittee appointed by the convention to
assist in passing the Bill, will be consult-
ed. 1 amsure the druggists have every
confidence in their committee, no member
of which, I believe, has complained of
delay.  The reason the druggists have not
been informed Lefore of the delay in this
matter and also our side of the Eaton
aund other prosecutions is not our fault.
About Nov. 16th I wrote to the editor of
the Pharmacentical Journal asking his
consent to publish in his journal a reply
to his many severe, and, as I considered,
unfair criticism of these matters, a for-
mer connnunication of mine having been
suppressed. Thave had no acknowledgment
of my letter yet, and can only regard it
as a refusal.  Perhaps the editor may be-
lieve that the following clause in the
Journal contract prevents us using any
organ but his to reply toanything he may
say about ug, and remember there is no
condition in it that he shall publish any-
thing we write,however fair :—“That they
will not sanction, encourage, assist or in
any way recognize the publication of any
journal of a similar kind to the said
Pharmacentical Journal during the con-
tinuance of this agreement.”

Respectfully,
Jonx A. HaLu

P. S.—T1 have just received a letter
from our solicitors, dated Dee. 10th, rc-
gretting the delay in forwanding the
amendments, and explaining that the de-
Iay is caused by the *“ Deputy Attorney-
General who has them in hand and who
has been written to twice with reference
to them and has promised to hasten their
cxamination, But he is at present in
great confusion moving to the new Par-
liament buildings in the " I am sat-
isfied that Mr. Cartwright will not delay
the mattcr one minute longer than neces-
sary.—Jonx J. Hart.

WANTED.

T ONCE— A first-class druggist as Partwer

or Clerk. A;’);‘!y ﬁqi%wm ; o be

ready at onoe, -1 Druggists,
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