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wort h the drugi.st:s while to iisk the
coriel's cisurec aid piu blic approblii um
because lie unwittiigly asxsist eithler the
criiiiinal poisoner or the suicide.

Tlie Society of Clhenical Iodustry with
its numerous branches ali over the coun-
try has made a good start, several practi.
cal papers Iaving been coiiiiunicated.

The Chieiical Society lias lmet in its
old quarters ait Iuhngil.tonl .fouse but
under alin iiproved alteration of the
premiiiiscs. The seatiig accoiodation lias
beeni rearranged aud extended, the de-
corationis are elaborate and the installa-
tion of the electrie lighît in both lecture
theatre and library a vast improveient.
Sir Henry Roscoe, F. . S., M. P., whdo
presided at the first ieetiig congrat.
lated the Society on its iejuvenited ap-
pelaralces. Amiîongst the papers contri.
buted were two by Prof. Thoi pe. One
described the isolation and identification
of fluorosulphonic acid and the otier
indicated that the iteraction of io.
dine auid chlorate of potassuii pro-
duced iodate oi potassium and free chblor-
ine. Frof. Thorpe lias been working for
somte years on the fluorine coipounds and
a very opposite question was put to hiiiii
as to whether lie could contirm M.
Moissan's claii that fluorine could be
isolated by electrolysis' In reply Prof.
Thorpe adnitted that lie had spent a
large amtount. of tiie and Goverinment
noney in repeatiîg these experimiients
but without success. Several interesting
results were obtained, but wien diflicul-
ties were met witi lie coîumunicated with
M. Moissan, who contented hiiself with
nerely ackowledging his letter and ofler-
ed no suggestion or advice.

A question wlich is vexing the souls
of wholesale druggists and nmanufacturis
is the preparation of citric and tartaric
acide free from lead. It has long been
known that these acids are usually crys-
tallizcd by the manufacturers in leaden
pans and mere fire arc particularly liable
to contain traces of the iietal. This
occurs as the sait of the metal and also
as free lead, the lnter being derived from
the scraping of the pas. There lias been
n0 very great ditliculty in obtaining crit-
ric acid free from lead, the mainufacturers
having substituted cartienware for leaden
pans in whiclh to crystallize the acid.
Tartaric acid free fromt lead is with much
more dihticulty obtaited and the one or
two houses wio guarantee the recystal-
lized article sk el per lb. for the saie-
a prohibitive price. The average aimount
of lead present in commercial sauiples is
about 0-2 per cent., a quantity that is
absolutely harniless but yet sufliciently
objectionable. One point it is weil to
bear in mind. lany chemists are in the
habit of testing their acids for lead by
ammoniunm sulphide after neutraliziig the
acid with aimonia. Now, iearly aIl the
commercial liquid ammonia contains a
trace of iron and unless a control experi.
ment is performed withs distilied water
and the saute amount of ammonia very
incorrect rsults am obtained. The b-st
plan is to pass sulpiatted hydrogen

thirouglh i solutioi of the acid conîtainied
iii a beaker anld compare tie. tint produc-
ed, w hen lookiig through the columln of
liquid standing 01 a whaite piece of paper.

Messis. Riichardson, of Leicester, Eig-
land, are ii tihe unfortuniate position of
having to defend ii action brouglt by
the Laioline soakers againist them for
infringinlg their patent foi the purific:tioi
of wool-fat. I recently pointed out in
th ese colulnms tliat wool.fat, by nlo mieanîs
answering the I. 1. tests arc beimng oliered
on the Englisl mllarket by Ger îîman mîîanus-
facturers. It is possible therefore thlat
Messrs. Richaidson aie being suîed for
otler people's delimqueicies. AItlouglh
it is onlly fair to state tiait thtey initend
defendinig the case streniuously.

The recent annouicement that Mon-
tre-ti licenîtiates advocate the passing of Il
resolution refusing recognition of the
diplomia of the Phlarmaceutical Society of
G reat Britainî deserves liore thtan passing
attention. Let ie ait once say that the
Englisi Society have no power to recog-
nize any diploma besides their own-ini
fact they arc so absurdly placed as to be
unable to recognize the Irish qualification.
Whether the union of hcarts, soon to be
foriulated under the title of Ilome Rule
will alter this I do not know, but 1 ami
informîed that a special Act of Parlia-
ment woull be necessary before any
reciprocity could be legally grantted. On
the other hand, as the penalties for keep-
ing open shop as a chemiist are usuilly
inificted througlh the prosecution of the
individual by tie Phllarmnaceutical Society,
Canîadian pliai imacists need not be afraid
of their beiig suiiioned should they
start business here. I an also iniforned
that more than oneTrisl Diplomiate is prac-
tîsing here and that the Society will not in.
terfere. If our Caînadiun friends knew
soiething of the ditfliculty of attempting to
push Bills tirough Parlianentin which the
public take no interest, they would not
urge this point. Should the various
pharmraceutical associations in Canada,
South Africa, Australia, New Zealand,
etc., mieimorialize the Council of the
PliarnaSceutical Society of Great Britian
sonething might be attempted, but I aiai
not sanguine of any success with Parlia.
ment. The assurance of sympathy and
non-interference with colonial plarmacists
desiring to establishi themselves in the
Mother Country mighit, however, be
counted upon. Not until a British Im.
perial Zollverein is establisied will that
proper amsount of reciprocity be obtained
which justice demands.

Communications.

To fite Editor:
DIran Sm,-Tn reply to your inquiry

what anlswer we have to make to the
articles that have appeared in the 1>ar-
maceutical Journal concerning the pro.
posed "Amendments to the Pharmacy
Act," I expressidy stated at the Conven-
tion of Druggiuts that the amendmets
would require to be pot into proper legal
form by the College solicitors, and that

there imighit he soîme unimîportant changes
made iby tliems to lmitiioinize the whole
with our Act. For that purpose the
Coiiiiittee on By-laws and Legislation
met with our solicitors in Toronto on Oct.
28th and carefully went over the wloile
grounId, aInd IIIL concurred in what was
done. Tler(e was present Mesurs. P.etrie,
)Aignon, Dalniels, Chkaik, AlcKenszie,

and the writer. The matter, which takes
timle, is in the hands of our solicitors, and
I see no especial urgency. If NIr. Peotrie
lias the original draft I amit sure by ap-
plyinîg to uhii any person cin sec it nlow,
or coul have made a c-opy of it it the
convention or Couicil meeting; every one
lieard it read there clause by clause and
there was ample time. Everythling else
about that convention is reported in the
P'ameaeuqjdti ./.uirnal, why not it ? As
soon as our solicitors hand over theiir
work, and before the Bill is put before the
Legislature, the large and influential cos-
iiiittee appointed by the convention to
assist in passing the Bill, will be consult-
ed. I ami sure the druggists have every
confidence in thieir couisittee, no mîemîiber
of which, I believe, uias coiplained of
delay. The reason the druggists have not
been informed before of the delay in this
imatter aid also our side of the Eaton
and other prosecutions is iot our fault.
About Nov. l6th I wrote to the editor of
the Phiarmaceutical Jouraml asking his
consent to publisih in his journal a reply
to his many severe, and, as I considered,
unfair criticisi of these matters, a for-
ter communication of mine having been

suppressed. I have had no acknowledgment
of sy letter yet, and can only regard it
as a refusal. Perhaps the editor may be-
lieve that the followng clause in the
Journal contract prevents us using any
organ but his to reply to anything he may
say about us, and renember there is no
condition in it that lie shall publish any-
thing we writehowever fair:-",That they
will not sanction, encourage, assist or in
any way recognize the publication of any
journal of a similar kind to the said
Pharmaceuitical Ioturil during tie con-
tinuance of this agreement."

Respectfully,
Jon11 A. HALL.

P. S.-I have just received a Jetter
froin our solicitors, dated Dec. 10th, ic-
gretting the delay in forwarling the
amiendmients, and explaining that Ue de-
lay is caused by the " Deputy Attorney-
Genersl who ias Usen in hand and who
has been written to twice with reference
t thenm and has promised to hasten their
examination. But lie is at present in
great confusion moving to the new Par-
liament buildings in the park." I am s at-
isfied that Mr. Cartwright will not delay
the matter one minute longer than neces-
sary.-Joix J. HAL.r.

WANTUD.
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