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Dominion Parliatiient. Manîitoba scenis disposed to adopt it. 'lhle idea
is rapidly becomiing popular in Ontario, and the niavement is spreading ta
other Provinces. The %ystem owecs its e.xistence ta the late Sir Roberi
Toràcrs, a la> man in one of thc Aubtralian Provinces. BingstrULk vvith the
case, chicapîîess and saféty ai the ordinary mode of transferring shares in
vessels and ather propcrty, as comparcd with the cumbrous, costiy and un-
safe..imode of transferring land, the question accurred ta him wvby real
estatc should not pass as easily fromn hand ta hand as a horse or a share in
a batik. He devoted mucb.time and thought ta a plan for bringing about
such a'simplificatior., was eiectedýto Larliament as its author and pramoter,
and eventually sucteeded in ha% ing it adopted in lits oivn Province, wvhence
it has since sprcad aver the whole Australian Continent. Aiter it cames in
force here people %vili ask in ainazement %vhy sanie sucli plan ivas not
adaptcd a hundred ycars aga,.ar rather why any other ever had an exis-
tence or found a defender.

The flu ai Khartoum brings ta an end the vacillating policy ai the
British Governrncnt in-.North eastern Africa. The course of that policy %vill
yet forni an instructive episade in generai hislory no lcss than in Engiish
Parliamentary Government. WVhen Arabi Bey rebtlled against thc Khcdive
af Egypt, and took possession of Alexandrin, the British Gavcrrnmcnt un-
dcrtook ta queli the rcbcfliun ma;nly, so far as ane can sec, inl the interest
af British holders ai Egyptian bonds. The tcmporarily succcssfui uprising
under Arabi Bey in Lower Egypt gave an impetus ta the much mnore per.
sistent ane under the Mahdi in Upper Egypt and the Soudan, and Chinese
Gardon %%.as aiiowcd ait his awn urgent requcst ta penetrate to Khîartoum
and put himiself at the head ai the enernies of the False Praphet. The
latter is an Arab, and has gathered round hiîn many ai the sheîkhs ai the
descrt. Gardon had a cansiderable amounit of influence with the triheZ,
but was gradually henicd in, and Engish public opinion forced the Gao'-
ernm'ent ta scnd an expedition under Wolseley tu relieve hrn. The van-
guard ai that expeditian reaclied the beleigured place on the 28th January,
only ta fusd at i the hands ai the enemy, Gardon being either dend or a
prisoîser. It is evident thait to allawv Gordon ta undertake surh a mission
was a fatal error. I-is lueé was worth no mare ta the nation tîsan those ai
af saie who have Iost theirs in the effort ta relieve hidm. He is a n enthu-
siast, but cntliu>sis must be kept under restra int %vhen it ttnds ta lead ta
file needless sacrifice ai lufe. What %vas England's interest in Khartouîm
The occupation ai thit place by the Mahidi wvas nat cvcn a menace ta the
Suez Canal, whicli could in any event be maore easily defended fromi itself
than Irans the Nule nt Khartaum.

The Wolselcy expeditian =rs zent aut greatiy against the wvili ai so:ne
nienbers ai the Giadstone Governinent, but nowv that Khartoum bas fallen
and thc litile army is in danger there wili be no mare indecision. If Mr.
Gladstone wvi-hes ta pnj>ular ze himself isow ail lit need do is ta start a
crubade aigainst the slave trading Arabs and cruý,1 theisi once for ail ir the
Soudan. Gen. W%'olbelcy has b&en ý;iven fusll pbower ta act on his oivn dib-
cretion, and this ineans that lie will be supplied with the îîecessary mneans.
There is no likeiihaud ai France giting trouble fer she is in a worse fix
in China and Tonquin. Itaiy wili cordially assist Engiand, and even Ger-
man) %vili applaud. TIhe grcatcst diffîê.ulty in the way is the desert, but
that can bc avercome by the construction ai a chea> railway over a dis-
trict which preserits a level surface. At this writing the baIl stl se.mis ta
be at Mr. Gladstane's tac, and hie ivili belie bis high reputatian for versa-
tility and resaurce if lie fails ta send it aff.

ONLOOKER.

CANADIAN.
Vie Dominion W. C. T. U. closed a vury successiul three days

convention at Uit.tasa on Friday iast.
Col. Trywhitt, iMi.P. l'or 8outh Sîisscae, bas made application ta

the(, \ar Ollice ta orýgasize a Canadian reZiiiienL for service in Egypt,
Mr JT. W. Bain, the Li lera]-('onqprvati vi candidate, lias been

eldptpe to thse Hiouse of Conîinq for tise cnissnty nf Snulanges, Mans.
Mi.Poirer, pastmaster of tse Hlouse of Commans, lias been ap-

pointed Senator for Newi Brunswick, in place of the late Senator
Miuirbead.

E lectiaxîs under tisa Canada Temperane Act ara caileil for thea
counities af Elgin, LsnbLon, Missisquai and Vhe city of St. Tbmas,
ai an Mitrchj,9.

Canadian Pacifie Railwvay traffie receipts for lat .veek show an
increase of S64,000, and thoseofa t.he Grank Trunk a deereaseoaf
.962,156, compared wvith the corresponding poriad last year.

The Johin El. Stratford bospital, nt Brantford, the munificent

gift af Mr. John H. Stratiord ta the city, ivas formally opened on
Tuesday by the Lieut.-Gavernar af Ontario.

Preparatians are beingr made for a manster representative dela-
gatian af thase oppos±d ta the Scott Act ta visit Ottawa and im-
press thecir views an the Dominion Gjverssmnent.

At ý3elleville, Feb. 6, tihe faut .yecar.aid daughter oi Mr. David
Babcack, aceidentally set fire ta lier clothes an Tucsday, and wvas
burned sa scverely that death resulted yesterday afternoan.

Toronto UJniversity Convocation have discussed the question af
federatian, and passed resolutions approving af it with a certain
praviso, and have appointed a committea ta wvatcb whatever legrisia-
tion inay bo requircd ta tîsat end.o

FIREs.-A fire broke out in (i. E. Cordingly & Ca's. distillcry,
Mantreal, on tise lOtis, wlien tise stock an the tltird ani fourth data
svas ditinaged ta tise extent of S4,000. Iîssurcd for S12,000. -At
Woodstoek. on Fub. 8tls, Johin ]3ain's cabinet factary, ew-t ep.,, was
burned Tise los% in furniture is cansiderable and uniirv.a.urecXAt
Be.lleville, an Feb. lOti, about 2.30 in the snarning, afire broke out
in Patrick Murphy's store an Front street. Corîsiderable danmage
was donc ta the goads by siaoke and water. Mr. Murplsy is insureà
for $700, wbicls Nill caver isis lose.

'UNITED STÂTEB.
During a serinmnage betwcen Mexican horse tîsieves and Texans

last weck, ten af tihe former were sIsaL.

Edw~ard S. Arnat, an acaor, suicided an Fcb. 5th, by cutting
bis tLsroat. Drink and financial embarrnîssment svere the cause.

A treinendous snawstarmi prevaileil ii i tise Nort-sWestern
States aos Mancday. In same locliûities it wvas accompanied by heavy
rain and tîsunder and Iigbltning. Railway ttaffic is alinost coin-
pletely stopped.

At Ashland,' Oregon, a n Pcb. .5ti, .Aicx. Joncs, mail carnie-, and
Mrs. Gea. Gibsan and tiva children, and a yaung mani nainedi Mc-
Olig were drowni'd wiiile atteînpting ta ford a creek vhsicls was
swal.en by recent raina.

At Gaina, Ili., on Pcbýl. 8th, Frank Abner, 15 yeas-s aid, lias been
gaalud, charged %vith is urdering, his gî'andmothor, Mis. R -ss. near
R.>ek Çreek. He lind been reprîmanded hy bis grandmiother for
neglecting, bis wo-k. At rnidniglbt lie (rot up and buried an axe in
ber brains, ki.lîng lier instantly.

A feanful collision accurnedl early Saturday suarnirsg at New
Brunîswick, N.J., l.etween a freiglit and an bul train, by w'hich four
peopie andl tweive horses wvere burned tai death, assd factaries and
prapcrty valued at thrce-quarters af a million wvas consumed by tise
burning ail.

FIRES.-One of tihe largYest fires witncssed in New York for
saoste tinsu broke out at midnigist on tise 4th, in tise wvine vauîts af
Stoinlsardt Bi-as., Woastcr street. Tise llanmes .spread mwith friglit-
f ui rap-dity througlsnut tise building, ani awing ta the inflaiimble
nature ai the content-, tihe department wes'e unable ta e pc wits
tise devossning elensent. Tbe flue gained sudsh beadwvay that thse eni-
tir,- fire department ai thse lowert part of tise city wvas called aut.
Shortly afterwarés the walls caved ln cs-usiing tise adjoining bouses.
Conti-guauls ta thse burning structure were a number ai tenonient
boauses. Abaut fity families are naw in tIse station hanse. The in-
tense heat froin the blazing structure bas cras.eked tise wvalls on tise
aLlier side ai tise street. '1lie loss la estiînated at anc and a hal£
.millions ai dollars-Another fine brake out saine evening in th6
five stary marbie building an Barclay strear, accupicd by M}ajor &
Knapp, lithograpîsers, Edward Miller & o., dlock manufatrturers;
Fritvsehe Bras., essential oils;i Jolin Wygands, glass and crockery.
Tie flitmes spread so rapidly tisat sevcnil ai tise Isindermost wvere
sliglstly burned in making tiseir escape froi tae building. Loss,
S275,000. Firensan James Smith, wvba mounted ta the top storey,.
loat lus footing, fell ta tise street seventy feet below and was ki'iled.


