THE GOOD NEWS,

~God manifest in theflesh—God revealed

Wnder human conditions.

The fact that there are many other pas-
of Scripture which show that the
edge of ourblessed Lord and Saviour
. 8elf, is eternal life, confirms this view and
mefpl‘etation of the text, andso futher es-
q l‘s.hes the point at present under consi-
O:Iatlon- I shall quote to you first of all
%ior Lord’s language to Peter on ove ocea-
%3 and then you will look at that lang-
%9 in \counection with another passage
Ich T shall also presenttoyou. Christ, on
' oceasion referred to, had been enquir-
f’f his disciples what the opinions re-

By ding him ware which were entertained
ao the people (Math. xvi, 18)—¢« whom
en say that] the Son of man am,” he
fay g The disciples replied :—* Some
_ 0t thou art John the Baptist, some
Dr(l)at and others, Jeremias, or one of t}.le
,ep]p et8.”  Suid Chuist to them again, in
ap 3 1 this, “ but wlom say ye that I
. Simeon Peter, ever ready to befirst
ans‘i"ery thing, is here foremost with the
the g;\“ Thou artthe Christ the Son of
oup 7 " —was his reply. Now mark
wpy Or’s words in answer to this —
. d‘;sﬁd art thou Simon Barjona, for flesh
bur 200 hath not revealed it unto thee,
ang ¥ Father which is in Heaven.” Flesh
100d had not, revealed it unto him.
kn(,wxll:; Tevealed what unto him?—The
BlegSQ ge of Christ as the Son of the
ledge ot: ‘Ye':s : this knowledge, the know-
thay ;. CBrist as the Sou of the Blessed,
blogg 2 $aF as the Son of God, flesh and
Ity d not, because it could not, reveal.
in o N0t been obtained bv human teach-
Powgy, .lﬂ.the exereise of unassistad natural
ey, o it had been revealed by the Fath-
Noy, ., 2¥en; it wag a divine revelation.
Conpgus the other passage referred to, in

1 g b this. You will fisd it in

know]

that § v,' 15; «Whosoever will confess
3 is the Son of God, God dwelleth |
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in him and be in God.” This language
evidently implies that he who makes this
confession is “ born again;’—that, inas-
much as God dwells in him, he is a tem-
ple of God and has therefore been made
80 by the work of regeneration. Plain it
is, then, from these passages, that the
knowledge of Christ, which goes before
and is implied in the confessing of Him as
the Son of the Blessed, is not communi-
cated to the soul by ¢ flesh and blood” but
by that divine operation by which it is re-
generated. To xNow CHRIST THEREFORE
18 SPIRITUAL, and consequently also ETER-
NAL Lire.

This may be brought out more fully
by other passages also. When the Philip-
pean Jailer, in the agony of an awakened
conscience, asked what he must do to le
saved—that is, to obtain eternal life—ihe
sole reply recorded as given by the apostle
to this question was—* Lelieve iuthie Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt he saved.”
Now, turn to the first chapter of the 1st
Epistle of John. In the first ver-e you find
these words:—¢ whosoever Lulieveth that
Jeaus is the Christ is born of Goll.™ By
believing in the Lord Jesus Christ—by
believing that Jesus was the Clirist, the
Son of the Blessed, a8 Detor did—the
Philippean Jailer was born of God; he
was saved—be had eternal lite. Now,
believing, as in the ease of the Juiier, and
consequent confessing, as in the cuse of
Peter, imply previous knowlcdye. There
can be no true believing in Christ as the
Son of God, nor any true confessing of
him as such, without a previous Anowledge
of him as the Son of God. And if those
who 80 believe in him, and o confess him,
have been « born of God”—havehizd Lim
Tevealed to them, not by “fiesh aud blood,”
but by asupernatural revelation—then those
Who so know him have obtained their
knowledge by supernatural revelution also,
ant kave been born again. This is eter-
nal Jife therefore to know Jesus C'hrist.

. We might read, as in the text: « This
1s eternal life that they wight kuow God



