
10> THE BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER

AN EXPANDING PORT ARTHUR

1BUSINESS.

Tf 14FR~F ks .ust beiag added to %Ir

jJ. L. Meikle*s extensive retail book.
slationery and fancy goods business in Plort
Aithur, Ont.. a wholesalc department. and
an illustration cf the building is given in ibis
issue Of IIO<KSELi.ii AND STATIONER.

The history cf %Il. Meikle's business as
înteresting and instructive, In 1882 hc
started a bock. stationery and fancy goods

and mnus.ical in.strument business an a smal
way en South '%altr street. It was the first
store of is kand an the distrit.

îfier conducting Ibis stort for sorte time
be removed te Cunmberland stieet. and net
long afler bc buiît the stoe noir known as
the liiu. wbich is the largest bock.
statior.eîy. farscy zoods and musical instru-
ment bouse in W~estern Canada. Tbrce
Veats ego bis trade had gteva te sucb pre

pa~rtions that it became necessary te double
the store accommodation by taking in
another flat. Mr. Mleikle. watcbing the
graduai growth cf tbe Algoma District, as
well as ais contigawty te Manaitoba, the North-
west and B3ritish C.ulumbia, the number cf
stcamsbips and railways cenlering consider.
able cf their business in Port Arthur.
decided that the lime had come te start a
wbolesale brancb. Having secured salis.
factory fre.gbt rates, be at once slarted te
build a large four storey. solid brick .and
stone warelfouse, wbicb be intends te stock

witb fulli unes cf fine china, srnallwarts.
high.class faacy gccdls and musical instru-
ments. This business will be opened and
travellers on thetroad about May 15 next.
la the middle cf Fcbruary 'Mr. 'Meikie left
l'oit Arthur fer Europe to, visit the digè~rent
foreign markcets and purchase stock for the

aW arehouse.
Mr. Mceikles career bas been remaikably

successful, and bc is regardcd as the type cf

a, bardworking, respected and honorable
man. Hc has filled prominent positions In
the Port Artbur town council, bigb sc.hool
board, park commission. etc., bas a beauti-
f ui home overlooking Thunder Bay. and as
noted for bis benevoience te the poor and
liberality cf view toward ali Christain
denominations.

Is a very necessary part cf building up
a odbusiness that the store windcws

should be neat and attractive, but dealers
sbould not rest bere. The interior cf the
store aise demands great care, and if- it is
truc, as some stationers say, tbat "what-
ever is placed in the window selîs,- it
f ollows thai goods displayed Wieil insiale 1tze
store will aise, effect sales by theraselves,
for a cusîomer is always more in the buying
mood inside the store than cutside.

No stock is more suilable for the decora-
tien of a store than tbat carried by the
dealer in stationery, vibo is aise, in nine
cases eut cf ten, a dealer in fancy goods in
a large or small way. He may net be able
te drape bis vindows like tbe dry goods
merchant, or fill thein as easily as the
grocer, for the stationer*s class cf goods
does not lend itself toward tbis kind cf dis-
play so viel, but bis fancy goods wiil maire
his couniters and showcases more attractive,
and bis bocks, pictures. etc.. wiîl decorate
his shelves and viails better tban any other
kind cf stock.

Such fancy goods as statuettes, vases.
etc.. aie bust displayed on smrail fasncy
stands. separately. instead cf together on
one table. The most attractive of them
sbould be picked out and displayed in this
way, a rneîhod tbat bas the advantage cf
frequently selling the stands as well as what
is shown on them. In tbis way. toc, the
sides of the storè may be fllled up wutbout
the necesiîy cf strewing goods along the
floor, vibere they are Olten ins danger cf
being broken. Care must be taken, bow-
ever, in using thesc sepzratc stands that
tbey arc net placed in the way cf custom-rs.
or the double -":.advantage cf inconvenienc-
ing the buyer and placing the stands where
they are liable te, bc knockcd over wiIl
occur.

Again. if it is iniended te exbibit botb
stand and contents, a proper regard should
bc shown in suiting the stands te the goods
and thtitverse. Eton te sxatutttes look out
of place on white fluted stands, and uhite
casts on vooden stands losc much cf the
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