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" THE .(}ONQUEBOR ‘OF QUEBEC.
BY PROF. GOLDWIN SMITH, D.C.L.

. . .Wolfe.wauld fain have gove abroud (England affordiug no
.sehopls) to complete.hig military and genersl education; bué
the. Duke of, Gumberland’s omly :notion of military education
»was-dnll ;,50;Wolfe had to remain with his regiment. It was
cqauartered, o Seotland, and besides the cankering inaction to
.. whichithe,gallant . spirjt. was condomned, Scotch quarters were
~not.pleasant in.those doys. The country was socially as far

st

as

.....

entu, ted, dovoid of any kind of cowmfort ; and habits and man-
-ngrs, were, not mugh better than the Labitations. Perhaps
Wolfe,saw the Scatoh society of those duys through en un-
favourable medium, at pll events he did not find it charming.
¢+, Tha.men here,,’ he.writes from Glasgow, **are civil, design-
ang,.and teacherouy, with their immediate interest always in
viaw},they pursye trade with warmth and a necessury mercan-
tile spiri}, arisipg from. the baseness of thair other gualifica-
tions. The women coarse, cold and cunning, for ever enqguir-
jng.after,man’s circumstances ; they make that the standing of
their.good breeding.” . Even the sermons fyiled to plerse. ** I
. do several tlings in my character of commanding officer which
I.shonld never think of in any other ; for mstauce, I'm every
Sundsy 2t the Kirk, an exawmple justly to be admired. I would
not Jose two hours of a dey if it would not auswer some end.
When I say ¢ lose two hours,” I must complain to you that the
«generality of Scobch, preachers are oxcessive blockhieads, so
-ruly \and. obstinately dull, that they scemn to shut out
knowledge at.evory. entrrnce,” If Glasgow and Perth were bad,
- 8till worso; were dreary, Banff and barbarous Inveruess. The
, Scotck buyghers, their ladies, and the preschers sre entitled to
the benefit,of the.remark. that the Scotch climate greatly af.
fectod Wolfe's sensitive frume, and that he took a wrong though
.established method  of kesping out the cold end damp. When
there is nothing in the way of action to lift the soul sbove the
¢lay, his spirits, as he adwits, riso and fall with the weather
and his impressions vary with them, * I'm sorcy to say that
my writings are grently wnflugnzed by thostate of my body or
mind at tligtimo of wiiting ; and I'm ocither hiappy or ruined by

m, last night's rest, or from sunshine, or light and sickly air:
such infirmity is the mortal framo subject to.”

Tuvernoss was the clitnax of discomfort, coarsenoss und dul-
ness, as well as o coutre of . disaffection. Quarters there in
thoso days must bave beon somothing like quarters in an In-
dinu villge, with the Scotch clumato superndded. Tho housos
wore hovefd ; worse and more fetid than thoge at Perth. Even
whon it was fiue there was vo amusement but shooting wood-
cocks at the nisk of rhenmatise.  When tho raine ponrel down
and the roads were broken up, there was no society, not aeven
a# newspaper ; nothing to bo done but to eat conrse food' und
sleep 1t bud bods. If there was 4 laird in°the neighbourhood, hie
was apt to be some ** Bumper John' whose first act of hospi-
tality was to wmake you drunk. I wouder how long a man
moderately inclined that way, woull regquira, in a place like
this, to wear out his love for arms, afl soften his martial
spirit. I beliove the passion would be something diminished
in less than ton years, and tho gentleman be coutentzd to bo o
httle Jower than Cmsar in the list to get rid of the encumbrance
of greatness.”

It isin his dreary quarters at Inverness, at the dead ‘of
night, perbaps with o Highlund tompsst howling outeide, that
the futare conqueror of Quebec thus morilizes on his own con-
dition and prospects in a letter to his mother -

** ‘Tho wnter woary away, so do our yuars, and so dnos lifo jis it add
1t mattors hittle whoro u man passus tue days and What station he fills, or
whethier hie bo great or cunsiderablo, but it iports him snmethin- to
look to his wmannor of life. ‘This duy am I twouty five yours of age, and
all thnt tiino is as nothipg. Whon L um sy (ifit uo- happenn) aud Jook
back, it will bo tho samu; and £0 on to the Jast hour. Hutat iy wungj'x [y
moment's considaration that one muy be cullod awny on o suddoen, un-
puarded and unprspared; and the oftcuer these thoaghts are outurtatn
ed, the less will bo tho dread us fear of Joat. Yoa witl judge by this
sort of discourse that it is tho desd of night, when all ix quist aud at
rost, and one of those intervals wheroin men think of whut they really
are, and what they really ghould bo; how ruch is expucted, and bow
little performed. Qur short duration hero, auid the doubts of the hore-
after should awo tho mwost flagitious, f they reflected on thets.  Tuo
fittlo taken w for 1editat.on s tho beat employed in ol their lices; for
if the nocertainty of vur state avd being is then brought Lofore us. who
15 there that wiil not immedintely discover the idconsistency of il his
behiaviour and the vanity of alf his pursuits? And yot, wo are »0 mixed
and compounded that, though I thunk surioualy this mitute, sud lie duwan
with goud iutentions, 1t 13 hikily I muay nf with my old nature, or per
bups with the nddition of somo new swpectinence, and be the sume
wanderivg lump of 1dle orrors that I have evor hoou <

* Yoa cortainly advize mo woll. You have pointed oat tho ouly way
where thore can bo no disappointinent, snd comfort thut will never fail
us, carrying-men steadily avd ohvarfully in their journvy, aud o place of
rest at tha end.  Nobudy can be more persuaded of it thuy Isaw; but
sitanti n, cxample, the current of thiuys.and our natural weaknoss, deaw
me away with the herd, aud vuly Jeave me jast strength enough to resist
the worst degreo of our niquities. There aro tiwts when mon fret st
trifies and qnarrel with thoir toothpicks. Xo one of theso 1ll habits I
axslann against tho preseat coulition, snd thiuk it Is tho worst of all;
bat coolly and temperatoly it 1s plainly the bust. Whero thore s 008t
emnployment and least vice. there ono should wish to be. There is u
meanuoss and o basonoss not to endurs with patirnce the Jittle Jneon
venicnees we ars subject to . aud to know no hiappineys but in one apot.
and that in oase, in laxucy, in idlesess, scoms to doservo our'contemps.



