
2S S]Z-ýUM DIAGNOSIS 0F SYPHILIS.

re.actioni I will outliiue very briefly the mnethod of rnaking
the Wassermaznn reaction> whichi I have followed in a
scries of approximnately one hundred and forty cases withi
cxceeýiingly sa.isfactory resuits. For antigen I have
used a dried extract of syphilitic foetal liver cxtracted
sion of well w'as) 'd sheep's corpuiscles and i c.c. of
this emnulsion in i c.c. of normal sait solution being used;
o.2 c.c. of the seruim or cerebrospinal fluid to be tested
andi o.i c.c. of normal gruinea, pig serumn as alexin. This
mixture is put in the thermiostat for one hour at 370
C., then taken out, and ic.c. of a five fer cent. suspen-
sion of wvell wvashed shcep's corpuscles and i c.c. of
rabbit antishieep sensitizer in the strengthi of three miini-mal
hicniolytic closes is added. The tubes are again put in the
thermostat,, andi read finally at the end of one hour or
wvhen ho-enolysis; is complete in the control tubes.

In a rapid rcview of the literature I have been able
to find recorded the resuits In over ten. thousand cases
examnined by the Wassermann method, and the resuits
on the whole have been thoroughly satisfactory. A
positive reaction is obtained in a highi percentagiý of
cases of syphilis and not in other conditions, wiýn the
exception of certain of the trypanosome infections and
in somne cases of leprosy,. ichl and Eichelburg (33)
stated to have obtaiined positive resuits in scarlet fever,
and certain other workers assert to have obtained sirailar
resuits. jochrnanii (34), Meier (35), and Hoehnc (36),
on the contrarv, obtained negative reruits in scarlet
fever, and after some personal experience I arn decidedly
of the opinion that the reaction does not occur in scarlet
lever.

In regard to, the resuits in primnary syphilis, f rom
ninety to one linndred per c'int. of cases give positive
resuits when the scrum is examined, about ninety per
cent. active secondary cases, and fromn forty to, eighty
per cent. of tertiary cases are also positive, the -variation
depending uipon whether or not the case is active or
latent. In the parasyphilitic diseases, Plant (37> in an
examnination of the bl9)od in 186 cases of general paralysis


