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should study, also. in their deporanent
so to unite tenderness with firmness,
and condescension with authority, as
to inspire the minds of their patients
with gratitude, respect and confidence.

::. Every case committed to the
charge of a physieian should be treat-
ed with attention. steadiness and
hxnanity. Reasonable indulgence
snould be .granted ta the mental im-
becility and caprices of the sick. Se-
crecy and delicacy, when required by
peculiar circumstances. should be
strictly observed: and the familiar
and confidential intercourse to whicl
physicians are admitted in their pro-
fessional visits should be used with
discretion and with the most scrupu-
jous regard ta fidelity and honor. The
obligation of secrecy extends beyond
the period of professional services;-
none of the privacies of personal and
domestic life. no infirmity of disposi-
tion or flaw of character observed
during professional attendance should
be divulged by the physician except
when he is imDeratively required to
do so. The force end necessity of this
obligation are inder d so great that
professional men have. under certain
circumstances. been Drotected in their
observance of secrecy by courts of
justice.

Frequent visits to the sick are
In general requisite. since they enable
the physician to arrive at a more per-
fect knowledge of the disease-to
meet promptly every change which
may occur, and a1so tend to preserve
the confidence of the patient. But
unnecessary visits are ta be avoided,.
as they give useless anxiety to the
patient, tend to diminish the authority
of the physician. and render him
liable to be suspected of interested
motives.

4. A physician should not be for-
ward ta make gloomy prognostica-
tions because they savor empiricism,
by magnifying the importance of his
services in the treatment or cure of
the disease. But he should not fail,
on proper occasions. to give to the
friends of the patient timely notice
Of danzer when it really occurs: and
even to the patient himself, if abso)-
lutely necessary. This office, however,
is so peculiarly alarming when execut-
ed by him that it ought to be de-

clined when ever it can be assigned
to any other person of sufficient judg-
ment and delicacy. For the physician
should be the minister of hope and
comfort to the sick; that, by such
cordials to the drooping spirit, he
may smooth the bed of death, revive
expiring life. and counteract the de-
pressing influence of those maladies
which often disturb the tranquility of
the most resigned in their last mo-
ments. The life of a sick person can
be shortened, .not only by the acts,
but also by the words or the manner
of a physician. It is, therefore, a
sacned duty to guard himself carefuily
in this respect, and to avoid all things
which have a tendency to discourage
the patient and to depress his spirIts.

5. A physician ought not to abandon
a patient because the case is deemed
incurable: for his attendance may con-
tinue to be highly useful to the pa-
tient and comforting to the relatives
around him. even in the last period
of a fatal nalady, by alleviating pain
and other symptoms. and by soothing
mental anguish. To decline attendance
under such circumstances, would be
sacrificing to fanciful delicacy and
mistak-en liberality that morl duty
which is independent of, and far su-
penior to. all pecuniary consideration

G. Consultations should be promoted
In difficult protracted cases, as they
give rise to confidence, energy, and
more enlarged views in practice.
. 7. The opportunity which a physi-

clan not infrequently enjoy.s of pro-
moting and strengthening the good
resolutions of his patients, suffering
under the consequences of vicious
conduct. ought never to be neglected.
Hie counsels, or even remonstrances,
will give satisfaction, not offence, if
thev be proffered with Doliteness and
evince a genuine love of virtue,
accnmDanied by a sincere interest in
the welfare of the person to whorn
they are addressed.

Article II.-Of the duties of Physi-
clans to each other and to the Pro-
fession at large.
Section 1.-Duties for the Support

of Professional Character.-1. Every
individual on entering the profession
as ha thereby becomes entitled to all
its privileges and immunities, incurs


