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workzing knowledge of medicine can be pickçed, up in practice.
Furtherinore, a surgical service gives a man, it seems to me, a
bettcr preparation for, general practice, because it is so fllied wvith
sudden and unexpeeted emergencies that the student learus
quicldly sel:f-possession and- seif-reliance. Not that there are
lacldng abundant opportunities for the medical interne to learn
surgery, but the young men are so overwhelmed with thieir owvn
work that they have little time to follow the 'work of their col-
leagues. I have often thouglit that the best- service is the ail-
round service in a srnall hospital, wvhere one secs medîcine, sur-
Crery, obstetrics, and the specialties. The objection to this is, of
course, that -in noue can lie get highly specialized teaching.

One of the great satisfactions of my- professional -work hias
been the realization 'that I have livcd through these wvoncierftiL
advaneements that our -profession bas mnade since I was a F-tudent.
Thirty ycars ago there was no ýborderland between miedicine
andi surgery; or, if there was, it w'salmost too, narrow to *be
recognizable. The least invasion of medlicine ivas enougli at
tixues to raise a stormn of pirotest. Hlenry I. Bowditch mnet with
tremendous opposition. in first performing thoracentesis for
pleurisy. To be sure, 'this procedure, thougli s&mingly a very
simple operation, had,- and lias to this day, dangers of tlie gravcst
sort when perforrned by ore ignorant of the far-reachling effeet
of emptying, under atmogpherie pressure, a rigid ca'Yity, the
viscera of which. have "been violently displaccd by one-sided
pleural effusions. But, apparently the operation was of the
simplest sort. It wa.z not a violent overstepping of -the border-
Une, like McDowells ovariotomy; but it -was nevertheless a
surgical operation encroaehing upon the domaiu of medieine.

ndi yet I1 do not believe that the opposition to the aspiratingr
needie w'as jealousy. It was that conservatism whichi is charac-
teristic, of ou.r profession, andi whichi is one of o-ar best attrihutes
wheu nût carried to, bigotry and intolerance. Even to-day we
meet just such.oppositiou inu the invasion of new fields, and to
justi-fy such invasion. 'we mxust show to our opponents, that pro-
gress is real andi justifieti by its benefts to the patient. It is
the expression of a -determin-ed miority-the crystailization of
opposition which, when overcome by the truth, inakes that truth
conspicuous andi beneficial.

.11 1875, the borderland, was, as I say, a ciearly .defined one,
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