EER S THE CANATA MEDICAL RECOED.

sheer nervousness, or nerve prostiation, which is
~the 'thing to be treated, and not the womb. There
_are excepiions to this sule, but not many. For

| ‘instance, a womb, heavy from. subinvolution, or
" from the presence of a fibroid, may makc uncon-
~ fortable pressure on the bladd«.r ,

If antetlexion is the natural positien and condi-
of the womb, when is it pathological? Tt is
..pathological whenever it is the cause of dysmen-
onhiea or of sterility.  Usually dy Smennrrhu-w and
stcnixty arc associated, but occasionally the latter
is the only symptom ; for it is evident thai the

. crocked womD can more readily expel flnid con-
_tained within it than admit a fluid outside of it
The phenomena of a'typical case of dysmenorrhea
Cfrom  antellexion or from retroflection, are
“follows : At the outset of menstruation the first
. few drops are somewhat painful.  ‘The pain then
“increases in  severity  until, . reaching - its
“acme, a sligh Lllbh ‘of  menstrual  fluid
takes place, followcd Ly ‘a lull in the suﬁ'er«
Lingse The pan then Gmdud‘l) increases until -
“culminates m another gush.  The meaning of ths
- is, that the bend in the womb i rmpnsons the men-
~ strual fluid, which goes on collecting in the cavity

. until the swelling up of the comb sim ghtcns out’.

‘the bent portion, dilates the narrow canal,. and
“allows the pent-iip contents to escape, just as ‘the
“coils of a hose first swell, and then straighteu out
‘before the water can flow through - them.

ollect.  This is called stenosis - from angulation,
- ‘Sometimes 2 girt’ has litle or no pain at her
mensuml pericds. - She marries, does . not
concewc, and by and by dysmenoxrhaa sets in,.
.which goes on increasing. What is the. explana-

" tion of this? It means that the fiexed canal of the
.womb was originally just large enough to- permit’
«the slow escape of the mcnstrml fluid, but that the
‘congestions from sexual intercourse have caused

athlckemnfr of thelining membrane of this ‘canal,
‘whlch has narrowed its calibre. Then, again, tbe
“.uterine eﬂmts 10 force out-the pent-up ﬂmd causce
.the various
;- trophy.
" the ' dysmenorrheea increasing with  their . age.
- Nature intends that the pcnodua] ‘congestions Cof
“‘the. womb should be mtennpled by pregnancy
- and lactation, and without these inierruptions the
nucous lining of the : womb is liable to :thicken,
nd by its thxd\nes,s to narrow the canal. . If then
0.‘these menstrual congcsnons be: added the sex-
1l ~congestions of marriage, this hypestrophy . is
" greatly. increased, and - the: b'xrren wxfe suﬂ'ers
more than'the old. mmd :

il But Lere ' comes our patient.
“her;.

‘Cervn is: long and: com<.a1 the 0s e\tcrnum vcry
s small -
L'pass. ‘the aound
{n rnul os-—vu at the begmnmg of the bend——

as

Reljef -
‘_”'fr’om pain lasts until the fluid® begins again to-

tissues ‘of - the womb to hyper:
We see this also in mlmamed women,

Lct ‘me e\amme ‘
Sure ‘enough, " she has an anteflexion, -for .
g hrough the anterior wall of the vagina I - feel the

body of the womb. resting ujpon the bladder.. “The "

It stops, as you see, at the'

!

-Sims.

“instruments which 1 use are two

vision by Messrs. J. H. Gemrig

ing the spwulum and straightening the womb: by
tmcuon made with a_tenaculum, the sound now
goes in, Luteven yet with difficolty. It gives a

~measutement of nearly three and a half mclms,
“which is a large measurement for a young woman
“This hypertrophy .
is owing partly to- such repeated , congestions’ as [

who has not borne any children,

have jusi described, and party 1o the musclar

~effort made by the womb to extrude not only the.
“menstrual fiuid, but its mucous sécretions.|

{or this condmnn?
ﬂ\ N

- Now, what is "the . 1emedy

l‘or a number of ycars the operation most

“vogue . was - the cutting, or bloody Gperation - of
By it the canal is enlarged. by inc istons. .

Bat the olv)u:uom to this plan are: that itis a

dangerous opuduon, having caused the death.
of many patients through punonms thatitis not a

,‘5‘674

! and I can’ not coax it in any further. By- mtmduc-

very suceessful operation, as ihe incisions are lable
to heal up and the dysmenorr heeareturn ; and ﬁmlly ’

thavit always deforms the cerviy, and . sometimes
“cituses fesiuns analogous Lo those
" natural laceration during the labor.'
therefore, burden you with the details of this ¢ 0pem~ )
tion wlnch, tonuntugly, is f'{ilmu into disuse. Then,’
. 1s, at the present. day, oftcn
~dilated by tents, or by g

‘1 eh.n} ‘not,

again, the cervix,

yraduated” bougies 1 but

wwu‘l"w fiom a

the former is (ngcxoux, and both are pdm#u} .

: tcdmus and unsatisfactory.

The opcmnon which I can recommend to you
mos thu;hly, and one wh:uw 1 shail now perform’
The.:
modificd £ Hmrrer

on our patient, is that of “forcible difatatton.

dilators of different’ sizes, made under my. super-
& Son, ot

city.”  Ellinger’s model-'is the best on accoutd of
‘the pam]ld action. of the blades. which
dilate the whole track of the canal uniformly.

The smaller of these dilators has slender blades,

and it pilots the way for the  other, which is .
~moere powerful,, “having blades

that do .

feather.. . The lighter instrument needs -only - a
ratchet” in the handles, but - the stronger
one. should have a screw by which : the
handles are brought together. . Lest the beak

should hit the fundus uteri; and: sr.rxonsly injure it -

when these instruments are opcmd their blades
are’ made no JJonger than two. inches,

anCU’JUOH .

of | duat'mon is;. as; follows: .

(.

this

not -

caud
-are armed with a ::houldcr which prevents furthc: '
The - larger- mslrmm_ntopcns to an:.
~outside wzdth of Jone-and a half, mchcs, and |its -
blades :uc 10ughcm.d ‘or corrugated,” by shallow,’
grooves, in order to keep them from slipping out.’
Thé dilator has also ngr'xduatedare i the handle‘: .
by wluch ﬂm dwﬁr%nce of the blndcs can be wad’
off.. .

In a cn';e ofdys.mcnorrhcm, or in one of stcrlhty‘ »
from flexion or from’ stenosis, -as’in the woman .
’betore us, my . mode of p;,rformmg the. opcmtxon;
The - patient . is.
,thoxou«hly 111.15thctucd,~and a supposxtory con«‘1
“taining one  grain of aqueous. extract of opium is
,shpped mto the xecmm She is men tumcd on hcr :



