
Periscope.-Poisoning by Laudanum.

ly sonme rescmblance and probaly at. the commencement the
qliantity of fluid in the cysts was smaller tItan on the patient's;
admission, giving an clastic feeling to the cyst wlen half full, or
an appearance of solidity if tnse, instead of a sense of fluctuation.
I rememiber a patient of Mr. Babington's. in whonm there vas
similar obscurity, and (n dissecting out the iuior, a sinall ency-
sted tumor, of the size of a largec nut, was founu entirel surround.
cd hy a thin hyer of.the structure ofamevus.

The appearance of fluid, lowever, was quite distinct on her
admission ; but frorm thc inflammatorv attacks, wliich she was
said to have had lor some maontlis, I %vas not quite certain that it
miglut not be purulent; for a chronic abscess in a new growth,
such as a nvus, might easilv bo witholut redncss or other sign of
miatter. I believed it was a cvst, however, and on thet]SI, when
1 had learned lier previous history, I punctured the upper tumor
with a groovcd needle iientrnally where the scuse of fluctuation
iwas grcatest, and about half a ounce of straw.colorel traispar-
ent fluid came away ; and on the 1.5th it is stated that tivo miall
tumors had begun more apparent above the elhoy by th~elessen.
cd size of the chief cyst, and secmed aisio to lie cvstF. On the
17th I punîcturcd the same cyst again, and jet out six drachlms of
the saie fluid, and I now rubbed the cyst a gond deal iii order
to inflamimme il. On the 20th I again punctured it, as it was refill-
img. and rubbed it still more, as well as tlie snall one aboive,
which contained the saine fluid mis the other. 'le ffect nf this
was, as the hotes say, to mîîake flie tinor hot and red, and sore
and painfil ; and tie walts incresF in aize, andI mnany spots of
the vessels of the navus c:eriiov seen on the surface of the skm
like those of the lover part ofthe armi, and even tihesc latter
vessels became larger ; but notwitt!andigî this, the fluid roirmn-
cd in eaci of the cysts. I now. thcreforc allcred the plan in some
ncasure, and on thfe 4tl of May I again pîunctured the cysts viih
a needle, and ruibbed thim a good deal. and then I applied a
compuress over the i miiuor to bring tlie siesof the cvsts in con-
tact, and kept tlhem î o bijly a splint alomg the front of thei armi,
scured by ntripes ofplater and a bandage.

This treatinent lias aparently suicceded in perfctlv obliterat..
2iig or curiiig the csts ; nio in;flainmation now remiains i tlm ;
th vlariouis vessels of hIe cuti. aid tlic warts hàvc returnied to
tlhcir foriner size ; there islio pain or incoiveniencein nsing the
ari, or handling the tuimor, .which is quite soft and clastic like
the lower part ofI tlic arn, except it one spot, which nuay possibly
bc a nîumiute cyst at the ower eiii ofit, deeply situated ; buit as I
punct.urei it vithout sceing any liquid, it imay onlv lie a little
condensation of tlie cellular tissue in that part o flic nouvs, stich
as is ofiten felt :ii such structures. J have directed lier to couic
again i a fortnight to show hierself, after she lias retuirned to lier
eiplovnciit, whii shc lias nit becen able to followv for above nine
months.

Thc cysts appecar to be obliterated. as I have said, but it amay
be, perhaps, that there is only a iew action excitcd 'in the sac, by
which the tcndency to secret fluid is destroved ; just as it is witlh
regard to hydroccle, n whicli it does not appear necessary to pro.
duce adelision of tilesîdes by, mcaris dfi organuizîed lymuplh, though

ie meibranc. is not refilled 'after injection ; at any rate, hr.ng
the sides of a serous cyst in coiitact, and even vitlut. inflanna-
tion tle disease is someteînes cured, as I bave scen in a cyst of
tle liver containig Îlot less thian ilîree pints of liquid : still moremnay you exject a cure if inflainnation he previously excited, as
in our patientwas doue by friction.

Iad òlt thia plan su1ccded, it was my intçntion tohîave madea larger opening into the cysts,:and iressed them lu witlint,
which is another method ni curing these serous enevated tumors,
for sometimes it la necessary to obliterate tietn hy sppumtive

flammuatim, instcad nuf tht udhesive; indeed, an incision or a
seton is not unfreqiuntly requiired ;s, for example, with encyst.
cd hiydrcele of tlie,cord,,and whiat is called hiydroccle of tie neck,Wliichi cau ver' seldein be cured lby a less degrec of iniauimmationî.
I waes cunwîing, hiowevir, ii the forearmn (indecd vou will se!din
be .stified in d 1:inig sn any part of the body) to resorT to aii
mison-till - i ad, drst pniead ihat îjildcr reimcedies woild fiail,

becausc he inflainum oi f n abscess nf any kind, iii connexion
wih e ihmerous' miuscles audi tddonai fli forcarm is liable
to cabse mtc luimpedinmeut to t.hdir frecdon of motion ; itseimcd,noreover, pîarticuiarly undsiiable in this case on acconint oi the
connexion of the cysts witi the blood.vcssel tuor, as ulnhealthy
suppuratioi anîd slouglîhg to ÁQpme c.etnt wold very nrbably
ItWIQIIpWed it.

MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE.

MEDI CO-CIIRURGICAL SOCIETY OF EDINBURGH1.
CASE OF AN INFANT POJSONED BY LAUDANUM-APPLICA-

TION OF ELEcTRo-GALVANIC snocnS-hREcoVERY.

Bs' Dut. M.umsw B3ARav.

The case vas that of an infant nine months old, whose
mother had given it laudanutin, " to put it te sleep" while
she went out. Thie laudanum was part of a pennyworth
bought for this purpose at a neighbouring shop.

The case was first under the care of Mr. Colahan., a pupil
at the Edinburgh Maternity iospital, who, however, was not
called in until seven hours after the laudanum had been swal-
lowed ; and even theni he was kept in ignorance of the fact
that the poison had been given two hours later. The infant
presented the ustial symptoms of poisoning with opium, and
emetics of tartarized antimony and ipecacuanlia were given.
Vomiting wvas produced and kept up by warm water; but of
course, after se long an interval, net with the expectation of
briniging back any of the laudanum. The infant at length
sank mito a state fron which it seemed impossible te rouse it,
and was then brought to the Maternity. The breathing of
the child. was very noisy, and the pupils were contracted to
alost obliteration. 'Dr. Bar ry applied electro-galvanism,
using for this purpose the apparatu made by Abraham and
Danser, of Manchester. At first the mixture in the trougli
contained one-thirty-second part of strong sulphuric acid, the
quantity of which was afterwards increased to one-sixteenth,
and the pointer in the index wvas gradually broumght round to.
the very stronigest power. The vires were applied in turn
to every part of the body, and the child was roused by their
application, and kept awake, or at least kept moving an arm
or a leg, se long as they continued in contact with it. When
the wires were removed, evenl for a few seconds only, it sank
sound asleep, th e respiration continuing unchanged. At the
end of about thrce hours, a little more susceptible, and per-
haps somewhat more energetic in the movement of its iimbs,
but with this exception, the infant exhibited nothing like a
satisfactory revival, until the tremendous current had beau
made to pass througih its body for four hours and three quar-
ters. Then, however,it really did revive, the respiration be-
coming more quiet, and the pupils; undergoing some dilata-
tion. From this time it recovered, required ne further treat-
ment, and in a few days vas quite well.

Ii order tn arrive at something like an estimate ci. the
qutantity of laudanum swallowed, Dr. Barry cansed a penny-
vortl t be bought at the samne shop. This was measuired,

and the quiantity, one drachmn and a half, compared with
what was found remaining of the other pennyworth above
referred te, aIlovance being made for.about the same quan-
lity of water said to have been added. Say, therefore',
laudanum dr. iss.+ water, dr. iss. = dr. iij., of which a tea:
spoonful is said to have been swallowed. 'There was found
remaining less than two teaspoonîfuls, the saime spoon bein'g
uîsed as that with which the child had been dosed. Thus, a
drachm of the mixture had disappeared, half f which wa
laudanum, or say a few inims les tihan lhalf a drachm, say
twventy-five muumns.

Dr. Christison remarkei, that if the infant had really taken
twenity-five minims, itwas very surprising that:il had recoI-
veredI. He recomîmenided Dr. Barry ho ascertaini whether th:
laudanum was of the averag strength, as froi numinous x
periments hie had made, he lad îfoîund the quantity of opium
to, vary greatly in various specimncs of the tincture.

The Secretary lias since obtained the following additional..
partictulars from Dr. Barry :-The laudanum given t theVe
infantwas procurcd at Anderson's, druggist, No. 147, Canonh
gate. Tha about half a drachm wa the quantity swalloxedy


