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eriscope~— Poisoning by Loudanum.

1y some resemblance ; and probably at the commencement the
quantity .of fluid in the cysts was smaller than on te patient’s
admission,. giving an clastic feeling (o the cyst when half {ull, or

- an appearance of solidity if tense, instead of a sense of Aluctuation.
I remember a.patient of Mr. Babington's. in whom there was
similar obscurity, und on dissecting out the tumor, a sinall ency-
sted tizmor, of the size of a large nut, was founa entircly surround.
ed by a thin luyer of the stracture of nmvus. .

The appearance of fluid, however, was quite distinet on'her
admission; but from the inflanmalory attacks, which she was
said to have had for some months, 1.wis not quite certain thet it
might not be purulent; for a chronic abscess in 2 new growth,
such as a nmvus, might eusily be withoit rednessor other sign of
matter. 1 belicyed it was u eyst, however, and onthe 18th, when
I had learned her previous history, I punctured the upper tumor
with a grooved ncedle internally where the scnse of fluctuation
was greatest, and about half an ounce of straw.eolored transpar-

. ent fluid came away; and on the 15th it is stuted that two small
- tumors had begun more apparent above the elhow by the Jessen-
“ed size of the chief cyst, and seemed also to be eysts. On the
17th I puncturcd the same cyst again, and let out six drachms of
- the same flnid, and I now rabbed the eyst a gond deal in order
1o inflame it.  On'the 20th [ again punctured if, as it was refill-
ing, and rubbed it still more, as well as the small one above,
which contained the same fluid #s the uther.  The cffeet of this
was, as the fwtes say, to muake the tumor hot and red, and sore
and painful; and the waits inereased in size, and many spots of
-the vessels of the nwmyus were now scen on the surface of the skin
like those of the lower part of the urm, and even these lutter
vessels became larger ; but notwithstanding this, the fluid reform-
“ed in each of the eysts. T now therefore aliered the plan insome
measure, and on the dth of May { again punctured the cysts with
a ncedle, and rubbed them 2 good deal. and then I applied
compress over the tumor to bring the sides of the eysts in con.
tact, and kept them s¢ by a splint along the front of the arm,
. secured by stripes of plaster aud a bandage. ‘
"F'his treatinent has appurently sueaceded in perfoctly obliterat-
ing or curing the cysts; no inflammation new remains in them ;
the various vessels of the cutis und the warts have returned to
their former 'size ; there is 1o pain or inconvenience in nsing the
ann, or handling the tumor, .which is quite aoft and clastic ke
the lower part of the arm, except at one spot, which miy possibly
be a minute eyst at the lawer eifd of it, deeply sitvated; bnt as T
punctured ‘it without seeing any liquid, it may only he u little
candensation of the cellular tissue in that part of the nwvus, such
as is often felt 'in such structures, T have dirceted her to come
again in a fortnight to show herself, after stic has returned to her
ciployment, which she has not been able to follow Tor tbove nine
months. - - o S e
‘The cysts a2ppear to be obliterated, as T have said, but it may
be, perhaps, that there is only a new action exaited i 'the sac, by
which the tendency to secruie fluid is destroyed ; just as it 1s with
regard to hydrocsle, m whicli it does not apprar necessary to pro:
duce_adhesion of the sides by.means of orgunized lympl, though
the membrane. is not refilléd aftor injeetion ;at any rate, brng
the sides of a scrous eyst in contact, and cven without inflamisa.
_tion: the” discase is somnctiines cured, as 1 have scen in cyst of
ithe liver: containing not less than three pints of liquid : still more
Inay. you expect 2 cure if inflammation be previcusly exdited, as
in our patient-was done by friction. ~ = . T

- Had not this plan succeeded; it was my intention to have made
a larger opening ‘into the' cysis, and ‘dressed them in with lint,
which'is another method of ‘curing these serous encysted tamors,
for sometimes it is noceseary to’ obliterate ‘thicm by suppurative
i’ adhesive ; indeed, an incision or'a

inflammation, instend “of
quired ;. ag, for example, with cncyst.

seton is not unfreguently 1
ed hydrocele of the, cord, and what is called hydroccle of the neek,
whiclr ean very scldom be éured by « Jess degree of inflamination.
1 was'unwilling, iowevér, in the forearm (indeed, you will seldom
be' justified .in_doiniy so 7y any purt of the body) 1o resort 10 an
memsion” il had. first "proved thag inilder remedies would fail,
‘because the influinmation of au abscess of any. kind, in connexon
“with"the numerots’ muscles”anid tendons of the forearm, is linble
Lo cause much impedimient 1o their frecdor of motion ; it scemed;
morcover, particutarly undesitable in this szse on account of the
connexion’of-the cysis with the blood-vessel tumor, as unhealthy
suppuration ‘and ‘slotighing to some extent wonld very probably.
bave followed e, 13T T T o
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MEDIGAL JURISPRUDENGE.

MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY OF EDINBURGH."
CASE OF AN INFANT POISONED BY LAUDANUM—AFPLICA
TION OF ELECTRO-GALVANIC SHOCKS —~RECOVERY.

By Dx. MurTIN Barev.' .

‘The case was that of an infant nine months old, whose
mother had given it laudanum, “ to put it to sleep” while
she went ont. The laudanum was part of a pennyworth
bought for this purpose at a neighbouring shop. PR

The case was first under the care of Mr. Colahan, a pupil
at the Edinburgh Maternity Hospital, who, however, wasnot -
called in watil seven hours after the laudanum had been swal-
lowed ; and even then he was kept in ignorance of the fact
that the poison had been given two hours later. The infant
presented the usual symptoms of poisoning with opium, and
emetics of tartarized antimony and ipecacuanha were given.
Vomiting was produced and kept up by warm water; but of
course, after so long an interval, not with the expectation of
bringing back any of the laudanum. The infant at length
sank into a state from which it seemed impossible to rouseit;’
and was then brought to the Maternity. The breathing of
the child was very noisy, and the pupils were contracted to
almost obliteration.  Dr. Bairy applied electro-galvanism,
using for this purpose the apparatus made by Abraham and’
Danser, of Manchester. At fisst the mixture in the trough
contained one-thirty-second part of strong sulphuric acid, the.
quantity of which was afterwards increased to one-sixteenth, .
and the pointer in the index was gradually brought round to
the very strongest power.  The wires were applicd in tum
to every part of the body, and the child was roused by their .
application, and kept awake, or at least kept moving an arm-
or a leg, so long as they continued in contact with it. When~
the wires were removed, even for a few seconds only, it sank
sound asleep, the respiration conlinuing unchanged. = At the -
end of about three hours, a little more susceptible, and per~"
haps somewhat more energetic in the movement of its limbs,:,
but with this exception, the infant exhibited nothing like a-
satisfactory revival, until the tremendous current had. beehr-
made to pass through its bedy for four hours and -three quar-’
ters.” Then, however, it really did revive, the respiration be-
coming more quiet, and the pupils undergoing some dilata--
tion. From this time it recovered, required. no further treat-
ment, and in a few days was quite well. o
~ In order to arrive at something like an estimate of . the,.
gquantity of laudanum swallowed, Dr. Barry caused a peany-,
worth to be bought at the 'same shop. This was measured,.
and the guantily, one drachin and a half, compared with.

‘what was found remaining of the. other pennyworth above

referred toy allowance being made for.about the same quan
tity of water :said to. have been.added. - Say, ‘therefore
laudanum dv. iss. 4 waler,-dr. iss. = dr. iij., of Whicha tea
spooniful is said to have been swallowed. “There was foun
remaining less than two teaspoonfuls, the same spoon being,
used as that with which the child had been dosed. < Thus, a

drachm.of the mixture had disappeared, half of which was:.
laudanum, or say a few minims less than half ‘a drachm, say
twenty-five minims.. -~ . - . T
Dr. Christison remarked, that if the mfant had really take
twenty-five minims, it was very surprising that it had reco-
vered. He recommended Dr. Barry to ascerlain whether the
landanum was of the average strength, as from numerous ex=
periments he had made; he had found the quantity of opium
lo vary greatly in various specimens of the tincture, .~
- 'The Secretary has since obtained the ‘following additional
patticulars from Dr. ‘Barry :—The laudanum given to they
infant was procured at Anderson’s, druggist, No. 147, Canor
gate.  That about half a drachm was the quantity swallowedy™"




