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The habit of examining the ear in all cases with head symptoms, will
sometimes assist materially in clearing up a diagnosis. I once cured a
man frora the effects of a supposed sun-stroke, by removing inspissated
cerumen, who had been treated for two months in a hospital for cerebral
disease. . L

Paticuts who have once had impacted was, are apt to suffer again from
the same cause, at least I have seen quite a large proportion of cases in
persons 1rho have been affected in the same way before. Such may be
advised to have their ears syringed with a solution of bicarbonate of soda
and water, «hoat once in two months. The removal of the hardened
"mass is very often a tedious affuir. I once spent an hour a day for a -
week in removing a mass from the ear of a l:;dy patient. In the interim,
the best solvents, such as soda, were used. With previous soaking the
canal with a warm solution of soda, say a drachm to the half pint, ten
minutes will generally saffice to remove the mass. A good india rubber
syringe, holding at least four ounces, should be used, and the auditory
eanal well straightered by holding up the auricle with the left hand, at
the same time syringing with the right. The glass syringes are of no
use. The stream sent in should be vigorous but steady, and care taken
not to ¢ject it with such force as to cause pain or dizzimess. There
should never be any pain caused in syringing the car for any purpose.
Where pain is produced, syringing will do harm. A thin bowl is held
under the ear by the patient. No assistant is needed. No towel need
be placed on the patient’s neck, for, with careful manipulation, no water
will be spilled. ‘

The ear may contain an astonishingly great quantity of hardened ear
wax, and an examination should bhe made very frequently during the
* course of the syringing to determine when it is all removed. No after-
treatment is necessary. If, however, sounds are oppressive, as they
- often are, after the removal of large quantities of car wax, a little cotton

ay be worn in the meatus for a day or two. The membrana tympani
- always appears reddened immediately after the removal of the cerumen,
and then dull. It will be some days before it regains its normal tran--
« slucensy. If the hearing be not improved immediately on removing the®
- Wax, the middle ear should be inflated by Politzer’s method. The drum
. I8 sometimes sunken in temporarily, and one or two passages of air
fﬁrough the Eustachian tube will restore its position as well as the hear- .
. 1ng, . o o
o Professor Gross recommends the use of a pick for the removal of im-*
.+ Pacted wax. This does very well as an aid where the wax is very hard.
If it-be used, the surgeon should have a mirror on his forehead, and never:



