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ivas kneeling behind a reok, bis fists doubled
and pressed against bis capacious stomach, tears
stteaming dewvn both cheeks, and these are the
words he uttered : IlO, Lord, 0, Lord. 1 must
have relief- and that immrediately 1 Just then
the disorder seemed te, take him in a new place,
for he suddenly doubled up with the ejaculation -
"O , Lord I -l'il be danied if 1Zait't ai goner!

A FAT TAKE.

In 1872-3, during the sittings cf the Mixed
Commission on Blritish and American Claims,
it wras my good fortune te be employed as
maker-up in the office executing the proofs of
loss iand arguments cf counisel.

The principal dlaims were for cotton seized or
destroyed by the U. S. government, and owner-
shîp was sought to be established, in conjunction
with other evîdence, by bis of lading and ware-
bouse receipts. Sometimes the marks on a lot
of cotton would cover several pages of legal
cap, and being of every conceivable design and
written in pencil, troublesome to decipher and
tedious in execution, wvere charged double price.

At this time the Signal Service furnished wvea-
ther prognestications on manifold paper, and
-which, at a casual glance, resembled cotton
marks. Through sorme unknowvn means one of
these synopses carie into my hands, and the
spirit of mischief suggested a Ilseli." Selccting
a victim and w.Natchiing the opportunity, it wvas
carefully placed in the copy drawer and fell te
the lot of the venerable -, an original,
contradictory, perverse, sarcasfic, and naturally
eccentric character.

Several were in the secret, and a suppressed
snickerwvas audible as the old gentleman swiftly
glidetohis case and placed the copy inmposition,
meanwbile hummning a tume of exultant satisfac-
tion. One glance at the hieroglyphîcs startlcd
Yim and brought forth an emphatic grunt. This
manifestation was silently xnarked by ten or
twelve heads gently appearing above the tops of
their respective cases te watch further dev'elop-
ments. Tbey had net long te wait. The old
gentleman deftly polishied bis spectacles %vith bis
laadannaand carefully adjusting them gave aino-
lergiance at is copy. His tune was hushed and
a lookc of black amazement quickly followecl one
of profound astonishment. A quick motion o!
lisbaind te pusli back bis skcull-cap, a pincli of
-muf- "umph 1"-another glance-conster-
ration 1 He muttered something sounding like
"Tht white.livcred s-n of a b-hI" and

then to his partner in a jerky, irritable tone :
"lBy (--d, 1 can't make heads or tails of it,
and l'Il bie -. " A puif of w'ind took it up
and, despite bis frantic efforts, carried it eut of
the %vindowv. He watched it ascend and go over
the roof of a bouse on the opposite side of the
street, and ,4'hen it disappeared fromn sigbt sav-
agely exciaimed : "11I'm damn glad of it, and I
hope you can't be duplicated 1"I Ht reported
tht inishap te headquarters as the loss of "la
damin fat take, a foot and a bal! long," and that
'vhile a duplicate was being made he would "lgo
to Egypt and make a study of the inscriptions
on ancient monuments." It then became neces-
sary for me te enlîghten him. 7izbleau I

EXEMIPT FRO.N TUE DRAFT.

11n 1864 an employé of the U. S. government
printing office was drafted. Theugh ordinarily
free from embarassment, yet, ivhile laboring un-
under the most trivial excitenient, Rhody W'as
afflicted wvitb an ever-powering difficulty in
speech, and wh'en apprized cf bis Ilelection" te
the :army hie did not attempt to, cenceal bis grati-
fication at the oppertunity for escaping military
duty on tht greund of "Ilimpediment in speech."

On presenting himself before the medical offi-
cer (a physician employed for the purpose, and
ivho ivas an unconscionable stutterer>, bie wvas
suhjected te a rîgid physical examînation and
speedily accepted. In bis confidence of rejec-
tien hie had forgotten te, daimn exemption on the
unly legitimate plea lie could proffer, and wbicb,
net baving manifested itself, ivas unknown te
the efficer. The announcemnent fell like a thon-
derboit and rendered bim speechless for a few
moments, and hie only found bis tengue when
the cali wva- made for tht Ilnext.'

"I a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-int fit for a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a
SOULIER !" broke frem bis lips.

111Wher-wher-wher-%%vber--.vher what de yen
inean by re-re-re-re-re-ridiculing me?" angrily
responded the officer.

"1,Ta-i -a-a-a-a-at-a-a-a-int 'ridicule'; do-o-o-o.
e-e--o-o-n't you see I 've got a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a
difficulty in my-y-y-y-y-y-y-y-y SPEECH 1"
frantically exclaimed Rhody.

"Ilf-if-if-if-if you don't cease yeur im-im-im-
im-impertinence l'Il put you ur-ur-ur-ur-under
guardl," wvas the excited rejoinder.

RhIody then grasped himn by the arms and
shreked : I-1--I--I-II can't belp it to-e-o-
e-e-o-e-e-e save my LIFE!1 If sent te tbe-e e-
e-e e-e-e-e front I cam't cryq-u---uuu-
ARt;-r!'?

Tht oflicer tried te escape bis grasp, but could
net. "11Un-un-un-un-unhand me, scoundrel 1"I
Thien, at the top o! bis voice: " 4Officer of the
guard ! " Tht guard appearing, "11Take ch-ch-
ch-ch-charge of this mt.ý-ma-mia-ma-mnan !"I

As soon as hie Teicbcd tht guiard-house Rhody
oened communication wvith the printing ofilce,
and in a fewv heurs the necessary evidence 'vas
preduced te esta'olish bis innocence of intem-
tional insuit and tht fact of bis exemption under
tht lawv.
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