
OBSERVATIONS ON CANADIAN BIRDS.

lie had to contcnd with ; ho had not the means,, neither werc there ini
hie day facilities for making long journeys, at small expense, euch
as we now onjoy; his researches wcre thereforo chiefly confined to the
mniddle Atlantic States, yet within, that limited space of what, je usuiilly
termed North Anierica, lie described over 280 species of birds, many
of which lxad been eDtirely overlookod by provions writers. #

When referring to, the few mistakes lýe mrade, 'we miust aise 'remember
that ho had not access to any library of Natural llistory, sucli as now
exists in many of the American Cities, neither was there at that time
any inuscuin worthy of the name, to which ho couid Trepair with hie
doubtful species. To him, liowevcr, Nature's -1t eat Museum in the
woods, wa-- ever -open, thithier lie ivent, gux in hand, iii quest of lis
favourite birds, and the habits of such as came under his own obser-
vation, hoe has described with a truth and feiicity whioh lias neyer
been exceiied.

Auduboi followcd ivith ail the enthusiasm peculiar to lis oeuntrymen,
and by extending the field of lis observations, and precuring spocimens
from distant parts of the continent, brought up h ubro e
scribed species te about 500.

Since the time Chat the writingrs of these authers wcre subnîitted
te the public, maxxy influences have been ini eperatien to bring thc
subject nearer to completion, foremost of' whicb have nxo doubt been,
the gencral diffusion of knowledgc, and t1ae attention which lias becîx
paid to education t.hroughout the UJnited States. A ncw field of obser-
vation bas aise beeni opeined up bv the annexatien of Texas, New
-Mexico and California, whierc a great variety of birds arc founda
whic1-ýdo not, occur on thc northcrn or castern part of flic Continent-;
these vast territories have been visited by varieus scientiflo mon, who
have published froni tinie to tiitne tbeir notes and observations on the
new sj)eecs of' birds inet with, but owin- to thc great exp)eise attcnding
the gotting Up of such works with costiy illustrations, tliey have
nover beeux inudli knowvn to the public.

The American Governinent tee, deserves ail credit for the facilities
it lias granted, for collecting, arranging, and publishing, the îîxest
reent discoveries on this subjeet. With oacJi of the explorizîg parties
which have wvithin the last few vears traverscd tIe western part of
tIe Continent for varions purposes, officers have been sent, speoialiy
dliarged ivitl niakin- notes and collecting specinîcus of the natural
histery of the differit regions tlxrougli whicli they passed, and thec


