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But the most heedima passer-by cannot overlook Achonues socsahs Uzel* when it makes up its mind to corne out. The. vaat swrarms:literally blackensquare yards of the snow around the principal foci fmmr which they eme rge.On level surfaces tiiey may b. as thick as 500 to the square foot, while in bol.Iowa and depressions in the onow-s-uch as foot-prints-from which they cannoteasfly escape, they sometimes accumulate in solid masses that could be ladledout with a spoon. (I find the mark of a No. Il shoe-pack an admirable snow-* fifa trap,--end to prevent unkind inferences 1 hasten to point out that in winterthis footwear calls for at least four pairs of heavy socks.) Spreading out fromthese centres, the distribution becomes thinner, though fcr acres the insectaoften run from 10 to 50 to the square foot, and examination cf a yard or so of thesurface anywhere over miles of country is almoat certain to show two or threespecimens leaping and clambering among the snow particles.
Most writers speak of snow-deas as oc:-urring in the spring, and it is truethat some species of themn seem to corne out only at that season, and in generalthey are most abundant towards the end of the winter. But it is the effect ofthe niild weather whenever it occurs and flot the season that brings themn out,* for most of thern can be found on the snow every month from November tgApril whenever the rising temperature approaches the freezing point. Thoseexcellent field-naturalists, the Red Indians. noticed this. Among the. nativeweather lore recorded by F. W. Waugh in his "Iroquois Foods," the snow-fleasare said to indicate mild weather, and the Onondagas, Mr. Waugh says, calledthemn "soft weather fles."

But it should be borne in mind that white the snow-flea tide rimes in directrelation with the. temperature, the soft weatlier is flot the determining causeof the. insecti' emergence. The real factor is the amount of moisture in theatmosphere. In mild weather, the large quantity of water vapor released bythe melting snow soon brings the humidity, both relative and absolute, to ahigh figure, and tI m- now.fleas, flnding a more

(Té be continued.)
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Vacuna dryophiUa Schrank?. Davidoon, Journal Econ. Ent., Vol. X, Apr.,1917.
Ini April, 1917, issue cf the Journal of Economie Entomnology, the. writerreferred this species doubtfully to dry»khla Schrank of Europe, only a single*inged individual havlng boomi taken up to the time the. article (Little-knowWestern Plsat.Uce 11) was subrted for publication. Since that time morewfng.d insecte have been ollected, and aIH prove to differ fron the typicaldry.pô*i n the. mm mander as the. flrst. It appear., tiierefore, that the.Calfornlan lnmSct in worthy cf tonific rauk.
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