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the pressure of circumstances, was ever fit to have reached so high a
position. The unfitness that can indite such blunders is radical, and no
accidental or temporary haze of the judgment 5 aud this fact forms the
real condemnation of the party in question. One generous soul even de-
fends this delinquent on the score of his  having been so long a tencher!”
So might o casehardened rogue excuse his peccadilloes by pleading that
il_c il_x‘ul slo long been dependent on his peculiar line of business fur o
ivelihood.

“Onefiuct more . our colleges are founded and sustained at an immense
outlay of time, labor, and money ; they are upleld in many cases b
liberal endowments, or Ly frequent donations ; they are provided with
libraries, cabinets, apprratus; they are stocked with instructors, of
whom, if some are hogglers, others are amoog the first literary and
scientific names in our country. What, now, is the fruit of this great
outluy 2 Why, that five-sizths of all the present attendauts on these
seats of learning look upon college life chicfly in the light of & * jolly
good time,” had at the expense of somehody other than themseives—that
they smoke, drink, ride, and trust to the luck of impudence, avd the nid
of a “ pony” to get safely through their recitations, and for their degree
to the influence of their house, or the tacit uuderstanding that” the pay-
ment of their money and the <erving of their time entitles them in due
process to graduntion.  These hopeful scions mandueate peanuts in the
clags-roow, ind look upon the ** common brauches” with heacty contempt.
But question them, aud you find that while they have not the most dis-
tant conception of the course of study and thought that marks a high in-
tellectual carcer, they are cqually guiltless of an acquaintance wiﬁz the
spelling or construction of their own language, the indispensable element-
ary truths of science, or with history, polity, or letters of their own or
preceding times. 1 deelare,” said o smouth-cheeked junior, of nine-
teen, in our hearving the other day, *it makes httle difterence whetlier the
fellows study or not ; they all scem to graduate.” He had himself pre-
pared for eollege in frwo yeuars, and then enterad (w0 years in advance !

““Thus we have pointed to some of the evils of ourcxisting schools and
scholastic methods.  They arc no light matters ; but deserving of reflec-
ix.ou 1,!’!1(1 action. If we speak of causes or remedics, it must be at & future

ine.

—A Iate officizl Gaszelfe contains an aunnouncement of the quali-
fications required from applicants for public employments :—To write
a good handj to spell correctly; to write grammatically; to write
correctly from dictation ; to be conversant with the clementary rules
of Arithmetic. To cnable the board to judge for what hranch of
the Puoblic Service any candidate is best qualified, he may be exa-
mincd, should he desire ity in the folldwing subjects or any onc or
more of them wl L he may select : Translating English into French or
French into English, and writing from dictation in cither language ;
Arithmetic as far as Decimal Fractions ; Book-keeping; Elementary
Geography ; making abstracts of documents. Two referces will be re-
quircd to answer the following questions, viz, Are you related to the
Caadidate, if so, what is the relationship? Are you well acquainted with
the Candidate 2 From what circumstance does your knowledge of him
arisc? How long have you kuown him? Is he strictly houcst, sober,
tutelligent and diligent?  What do you kuow of bis education aud ac-
quirements?  So far as yon can judge, is his character in all respects
such as to qualify him for public cirployment ?

~—During the recent meeting of the American Associntion, at Montrenl,
the writer had an opportunity, through the courtesy of the Chief Super-
intendant of Education and his principal officers, of visiting the Lower
Canada Education Oflice, and Mcaill Normal and Model Schools. The
ofhces of the department, in the old governinent house, are handsomely
fitted up and in admirable working order.  The council room and hrary
arc also appropriately furnished. The Library contains a very valuable
collection of neatly bound French and English Educational works of
reference, and a selection of works in general literature, etc.  The Jacques
Cartier Nortal and Model Schools are attached to the Education Otfice
Building, and arc fitted up and furnished in the smune manner as are the
corresponding schools in Upper Canada.  Every thing indicated the zeal
and ability with which the departent is managed.—A visit to Quehec,
also, furnished an opportunity, through the kinduess of Rev. Mr. Horan
and the Ecclesiastics of the Seminary, of seeing the Laval Normal and
Model Schools, aud the Laval University, The visit to these institutions
was a highly gratifying onc. The arrangements of the Jacques Cartier
Schools are cxcellent, and in onc or two respects superior to our own.
The Laval University, with its new and extensive additional buildings,
its valuable library, interesting Muscwm, laboratory, and beautiful collee-
tion of philosophical instruments, is admirably adapted to promote the
cigl;sc tl)! higher education in Lower Cannda.—(Uwper Canada Journal of
Zducalion,

~On the 24th of September, the uvw Masson College at Terrebonne
was inaugurated. It is a substantia! cut stone huilding, four storics kigh
and 136 feet front. A handsome brick building prepared for the classes of
thie college of Varennes in the county of Verchicres was also inaugurated
on the 4th of October. His Lordship the R. C. Bishop of Moatreal was pre-
sent at the first mentioned ceremony and Xis Lordship Bishop Larocque
was present at the latter.  The Hon. Mr. Cartier, member for the county
of Verchéres and®the Hon, Mr. Ghauvean, Superintendent of Education,

addressed the mecting. The Superintendent was also present at the inau-
guration of the Masson College. This handsome and lofty building is
chiefly crected nt the expense of Madame Masson, widow ot the late
Honorable Josoph Masson.

—A Boy’s Academy has been opened at Baie Samt Paul, county of
Charlevoix. Mr. Amouroux, formerly of the College of Rimouski is the
principal.

—C. Magill, B. A, formerly of Lennoxville College, bus been appointed
Professor of English and clasvical literature at St. Francis Coliege, Rich-
mond. ‘This college was vrected by the subscriptions of the merchants,
mechanics and furmers of that and of the adjacent villages, [t ig a
large and bandsome brick building, in n commanding site near the depot
of the Grand-Trunk Railway, midway between Quebee nnd Montrenl,

—We find the following receipts for making black boards in an ex-
change, nnd very gladly trans.cr them to our columns:

For twenty square yards of wall, take threc pecks of mason’s putty
(white finish), threo peeks of clean line sand, three pecks of ground
plaster, and three pounds of lamp-black, mixed with three gallons of
alcohol. Lay the mixture cevenly and smoothly on the surfuce 10 be co-
vered. Note—~—The alcohiwl and lamp-black must be well mixed together
before they arc mixed with the other ingredicuts,

snothesr —To 100 lba. of common mortar, add 25 ibs. of ealcined plaster ;
10 this add twelve papers, of the largest size, of latap-black. Thisis to
be put on as a skim coat, onc-sixth of an iuch thick on rough plastering,
after it has been thoroughly raked and prepured.  This should be covered
with & cont of paint, made in the following manner: To one quart of
spirits add one gill of hoiled 6il, to this add one of the largest papers of
lamp-black, after it hns been thorougbly mixed with sperits. To this add
one pound of the finest tlour of emery. This paint may be also put on
boards or cunvass. This should be constantly stirred when used, to pre-
vent thic emery from settling. 11 too much ¢il, or if any varnish be used,
the board sill become more or less glazed, and unfit for uge, Some prefer
to have the board behind the teacher green or bronze, which isnore grate-
ful to the ¢ye.  This can be done by using chrome green instead of hup-
black. None but the very finest tiour of cmery should be used. Some
prefer pulverized pumice-stone to cinery.

LITRRARY INTELLIGENCE.

~}t i3 proposed to publish a new Eaglish Dictionary uunder the aus-
pices of the Philological Socicty. The Dean of Westminster (C. Trenchy),
F. J. Furnivall, Esq., and Herbert Coleridge, Esq., menmbers of the Coun-
cil of the Society, arc named as & Commitice to muke arrangements for
the work. The deficiencies of the standard works, as vocabularies of the
language, and as philological guides, being admitted, itis hoped that a
more worthy Lexicon fohws .Inglicitatis may be had.  The discovery of
words and phrases is to be primarily songht from the less read authors
of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The older writers, such ag
Cliaucer, Robert of Gloucester, and the still carlier or contemporary
ballads and romunces, have been already sufliciently searched, and their
peculinrities of language recorded in the warks of Wright, Halliwell,
&c. But it is otherwise with the writings of Reger Ascham, Philemon
Holland, the translator of Livy, Plutarch, Pliny, and other classics,
Henry More, Ogylby, Quarles, Shelton, the translator of Don Quixote,
Hackluyt, and mauny others that might be named. A number of English
words s#nd phrases in the works of such writers do not appear any where
clse, and it is proposed that they should now be coliected and inserted.
The results of the labours of thoese who are willing to co-operate in
the work are requested to be sent to the Seeretary of the Committec,
Herbert Coleridge Esy., No. 10, Chester Place, Regents Park, London,
N. W, betore the first of November, su that a repurt may be drawn up
of the probable result of the proposal. The following rules and direc-
tions for the guidance of collectors have been published :—

Rules and Directions for Collectors, as agreed upon by the Commiltee.

I. That only such words be registered as fall under one of the follow-
ina clnsses :— (@) Words not to be found either i the Iatest edition of
Jodd’s Johuson, or in Richardson.—() Words given in one or hoth of
those dictionarics, but for which no authorities at all are there cited.—
{c) Words given in one or both of these dictionarics, bt for which only
Iater authoritics are there cited.—(d) Words usced in a different sense
from thosc given in the dictionaries mentioned.—(c) Words now obsolefe,
for which a later authority than apy given in Johnson or Richardson
can be cited.—1f) Formus of a word which mark its still ioperfect na-
turalization (as for instance, extasis and speelrum instead of exfccy and
:pttlrc‘,’ in Burton’s ¢ Anat. of Mel') where ibey have not hitherto been
noticed.

I1. That all idiomatic &:hmscs and constructions which have been
passed over by Jobnson and Richardson be carcfully noticed and recorded,
the collector addinf, if possible, one parallel instance from cvery other
language in which he knows the idiom to cxist. This rule is not intended
1o apply to mere grammatical and syntactical idioms.

111, That any quotation specially illustrative of the etymolog:, or first
introcuction, or meaning, of & word shall be cited.

1V. That in cvery case the pastage in which the panicnlar word or
idiom js found shall be cited, and where any clauses are for bresity ne-
cessarily omitted, euch omissions shall be designated by dots.




