T H K

JOURNAL OF EDUCATION

Devoted to Education, Literature, Science, and the Arts.

Volume XV,

Quebec, Province of Quebec, December, 1871.

No. 12,

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

Of Greek and Latin Verse-Compo-
sition as a General Branch of 181‘

mal School—Sehool Commission-
ers—Inspector of Schools.—An-

Eduacation -eervieenns nexation of_School Municipali=
Precepts for Youth...ovoovuvnnnnnns 183} ties.—Text-Books Sanctioned by
The Higher Education of Women.. 184[ the Council of Public Instruction
Parents and Teachers........... «.. 1851 for the Province of Quebec.—
Lord Derby on Education. 5/ Teachers’ Diplomas Granted by
German Schools... ....... ... 186'  Boards of Examiners........... 193
Longevity of Scholars............... 187 Editorial Department : Honor to the
Poetry : Christ’s Nativity—Waiting Profession..o.ooov ciinns ceee 10

the Change..........oouvnveis 188 Companionship of the Bath, Confer-
Statistics of American Journalism.. 1:9| red upon P. J. Keenan. Eeq..... 194
The Medical Profession and Intem- 1Report of The United States Com-

PATANCE . sv vttt vrearaesssanneen 190;  missivner of Education for 1870.. 194
The Restraint of Habitual Drunk- lCanada, the Healthiest Country in
rd: 190 the World....coevevreeeninnann
190 First Census of Canada (1871).
191 Miscellany : Education

The Novel-Reading Disease.......

Labors of the Queen.............. -. 191 Litcrature
What has been Achieved by Young = Art. .........

L3 ¢ T 102 Advertisements wrnal of Edu-
Something About Punctuation..... 102 eation,—\Wants..eeereciiaaines

Cfficial Notices : Appointments —

Meteorology.. «ovees v rireserieeans 200
Professorin Jacques CartierNor- ! :

e

Of Greek and Latin Verse-Uomposition As a
General Branch of Education.

BY THE REVD. F. W. FARRAR, M.A., F.R.S.
(Concluded from our last.)

“« . . . . le triste rdle d'imitateurs, et celui non moins triste de
créateurs de choses parfaitement inutiles.”—Ni8SArD, Poétes de la Déca-
dence, 1. 334.

IV. ¢“But boys must be made to produce something original.”
Argal, they must write Latin verses! Will not a moment’s
consideration show to any one that such reasoning involves an
immense non sequitur 2 By ‘‘ producing something ” is meant,

discovered and all that has been written on education since the
days of Ascham and Milton, has been discovered and written
quite in vain,

V. ““But verse making has a disciplinary value: it givesboys
some occupation, and it enables a master to look over very
quickly what boys have done very slowly; and it can be taught
suceessfully "’ (for, strange to say, this, too,is an argument which
I have heard deliberately and repeatedly advanced), ¢ taught
even by stupid men. who can teach nothing else.”

Since these arguments seem to me to be abandonments of the
question at issue, and mere confessions of defeat and weakness,
I may be allowed to deal with them very summarily. Their
truth is the worst condemnation of the whole system. They
show how mechanical our teaching has become, and how com-

9 | pletely it subordinates the interests of the pupil to the convenience
oo | of the tutor.

And this low conception of what early education
should be, involves its own Nemesis; for though little boys may
be cheaply and easily kept out of mischief while they are thus
being amused with a miserable semblance of production, they
demand heavy arrears of labour from every conscicntious tutor,
when they have reached the higher forms.

And, as for the disciplinary value of verses, is it necessary
that discipline should be so purely infructuous? Can we teach
nothing in heaven and earth which shall be valuable as un end,
no less than as @ means 2 Is it not a sheer blasphemy against
the majesty of knowledge to assert that there is nothing worth
teaching which shall be also worth knowing? To walk on a
treadmill, to dance on a tight-rope, to spin round and round like
an Oriental dervish, may be practices which require skill and
involve healthy cxercise ; but are they preferable to good honest
walking ? We are told of a certain philanthropist who, when
work was slack, employed his labourers one day in dragging

I suppose, that boys must give evidence of having thought for | stones from one place to another, and the next day in dragging
themselves. Now, without stopping to prove that few things have | them back again.  Well, he eertainly kept them at work, and
less claim to be called original than the crambe repetita of ordi-: even such work is, I suppose, preferable to idleness. But would
nary Latin verse, or that few exercises involve less thought as ; labourers, so occupied, be likely to conceive a high opinion
distinguished from mere memory and skill, I will ask whether it either of the good sense of their employer, or of the high dignity
is seriously asserted that we can get no better evidence of a boy's| of labour, and its infinite importance in the evolution of human
having thought for himself than the limping and pitiable feeble-! progress? And was not such work a mere waste of organized
ness of an average copy of Latin verses ? Such an assertion wouid Hrivolity ? Now we have been exactly imitating this philanthropist
ouly provoke from most thinkers an exclamation of * Spectatum | by degrading education into a mere discipline. and thus teaching
admisst... ?” and would go far to prove that all that has been | our boys to disbelieve that anything was worth knowing, since




