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EDUCATION.

The Teacher’s Task.

We have much pleasnure i transferring to our columns the fol-
lowing extract on the above subject, from a lecture delivered
before the Teacher’s Association at Stanstead by Mr. C. C. Colby, and
published at the request of the association in the Stanstead Journal.

The Common School Teacher of to-day has-a mure accurate and
extensive knowledge ofall that is worth practically knowing than the
proudest philosopher of antiquity, ?'ea, than all the philosophers, so~
phistsand sages of antiquity, and half of their successors in modern
times combined. In Rhetoric he can comfute Aristotle or Quintilian,
he knows more of Mechanies than Archimedes, more of Astronomy

than all the Ptolemes and modern Astrologers, not excluding Gali-!

leo and Copernicus, of Chemistry, than all the Alchemists and gold
seekers of the middle ages, of Gravitation, than Newton, ot Electri-
city, than Franklin or Dufay. And all this various knowledge and
tenfold more he is called upon to impart to the young and unin-
formed minds and memories of those entrusted to his charge. He
must also keep himself in the infinite number of new discoveries
and improvements which are being developed with such marvelous
rapidity in our day. Being possessed of the requisite knowledge he
must also have a cay{)acity of imparting it. In order to this, the first
and most indispensable requisite is a clear, distinct and accurate
apprehension on his part of the several branches which he profes-
ses 1o teach. If his own ideas upon a given subject are vague, hazy
and undefined, he may be assured that corresponding impressions
will be formed in the minds of his pupils. If an artist would graphi-
cally delineate a landscape ora human face he must first have a clear
and vivid conception of the lincaments which he would portiay. If
his own conceptions are confused and indistinet the result of his
efforts will centainly be a heteroge: eous daub and not a portraiture.

It is so with the teacher in a greater degree, for the unfortunate
pupil of a careless and inaccurate teacher not only fails to acquire
a proper understanding of the subjects presented to his mind, but
what is more to be regretted, he positively acquires those loose ha-
bits of mental effort which disqualify one from close thinking and
reasoning upon any and all subjects.” The teacher must be attentive
and zealous in the discharge of his duties, otherwise the pupil will
assuredly become listless and indifferent. He must be patient, yea,
he must emulate that most e.\'emplary model of patience who ever
passed through sore trial and afiliction, and whose name is ever
suggestive of that lowly virtue, otherwise his impatience will be
reciprocated by impatience and irritability. The appearance of
every object whether seen by the bodily eye or the mental vision,
depends much on the point of observation. The boys in the fable
who stoned the frogs prided themselves upon the exhibition of ma-
nual dexterity and close mark-manships regarding not the suffering
inflicted, while the frogs looked upon the boys as persecuting, wan-
ton murderers. The lglumoris!s and fiction writers assuming the
pupil’s point of observation, have ever dealt with the poor pedago-
gue most unmercifully. They have caricatured him in every con-
ceivable aspect which could provoke ridicule, inspire contempt,
disgust, aversion or horror.  They have satirised his pedantry, ec-
centricities, exposed his ignorance, drawn dismal pictuie of petty
tyranny, and grave oppression practised under cover of authority.
They have ever portrayed him as a Squires, a Thwackum, a Squeers
a Dominie Sampson, or other ridiculous or odious character. But
seldom do I recollect have they taken the teachers? point of observa-
tion, and pointed us to the petty annoyances and vexations, or to the
severe trals and disappointments by which the teacher’s life is har-
rassed and made at times more miserable than human nature can
patiently bear. But wisdom enjoins patience in the most trying
circumstances. Duty exacts it. If parents are indifferent, he must
be patient ; if scholars are unruly, turbulent, fractious, he must be
patient 3 ifhis rules are suspended by ignorant and meddling mana-
gers, if insubordination is encouraged by the natural gnaraians of
his scholars, if he has to encounter at every step open resistance,
sullen obstinacy, or insensate stupidity, he must still be patient;
patient he must be through all the trials, discouragements and vex-
ations incident to the irksome, worrying, nerve-grating character of
his daily routine, or prudently quit his occupation. Lesser heroes
than the faithful school teacher have been lauded to the skies for
their virtues, but he has been more often the victim of misrepresen-
tation, 1he butt of ridicule and the subject of indiscriminating cen-
sure, than the recipient of praise or even of appreciation, Unless
the young man can fortify his mind with a strong determination to
bear with equanimity not only the graver anxieties but also the
minatfvexations inseparable from a vocation, which, although emi-
nently calculated to draw ont and engage the best feelings and
sympathies of his nature, is equally liable to poison and embiter
them, he had best at once abandon 2 mode of life which he cannot
prosecute with satisfaction to himself or advantage to others.



