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motion : and îvhen we think of the vast magnitudes of many of tho5e orh-4 of
lighit, of Ille swift niovenienis of the p>anets in their courses, and of Ille incon-
ceitabk.. distances of the fixed stars hung u p in botindIeýs space, the sunls and
centres of other systenms, it inspires Uie soul wvith solen awe and rev't rential
féeing 's. It excites admiration, wonder and astonishnment in every reficcting
mind, and cati scarceiy, fail to stir up feelings of devotion, and raise oui affec-
tiors to that giorious Being who presides in hipgh authority over ail their move-
melîts. We cani enter fulîy into the spirit of Israel's poet and exclaim, 'I'he
heavens deciare the glory of God and the firmament showeth his handi-
works." There is no other sceiîe in nature wiîich gives us a better id, a of the
infinitude of God titan contempLating the iniiasurable expanse of the starry
heavens. It teaches us the litti -ness of mani ; and tlîat this world which we
think so miu.ch- of is oniy a speck in tic universe of God. Ma1jesty, grandeur
and power, as elemients in sublini:ty, are consciously present to the mind, and
lift us into a reverential and wursh-pfui spirit. And what but the conscious-
mess of personality cani raise sucli emiotions within uis? IlWithout such a
universe the infinite attributes of the Almighty couid riot be fuliy recognized
and appreciated by us."

Are the conception- of îvisdomn, unity of purpose, and intellectuai comipre-
hiension necessary to command worship)? Here again, nature mleets Our
denmand. Look at the structure and harniony of the universe as a vast
machine; and especially consider the forces by whichi that wvonderful diversitv
which we behoid is bruughit abomut. %Vith what skili and deiicacy are these
forces adjusted to devclop the diffecrent parts of the machine, froin the deii-
cate outline in the tender floiver to the miighty pover îvhichi moves tie planets
in their courses - froin the functin of animal organisils to the ainîost IDivine
powers of thc hutman sou]. Mi-odemn science tells us of an Absolute Power
manifesting itself in the various forces which are operating in the universe.

Every movemient of nature " says MN-r. Herbert Spencer, Ilpresupposes !he
power and the energy of a Force behind the scenies." 'l'ie grrowing powver o!
plants and aimiiais cauising tiicm to dcieiop into their individuai species ; the
lighitingi flashi in the thunidercioud ; the ighi,,ty power dispiayed in the horri
cane hea-ritng down ail before it ; the swift revolutions of the hieaveniy bodlies;
the graduai disintegrarion of iiféless orgainismis and even the nervous aictionls
whichi regulate Uic conditions of thuhare ail controlled, by the saine
Inscrutable and iNyst.eriouis I:orce. Is it any wonder timen that thou-.hltful nmen
of science have uncovered their licads before this nwysterious Poe wvhich is
the life and activity of Uic universe ? Perhaps, wure we to view the mat-
ter îvith a little less prejudice th.an we are accustomied to do, the divergence
betwecn tic Inscrutable Plower of Uic scientist and tic God of the Christian
rnight not be very %vide or dangerous. What is this Force xve hear so mucli
abouit but just God working inncdiateiy in nature around us? ",'le loveiy
tints of the b;,autifuil flowers whichi adorni our gardens are brought out as reailly
by the artistic touches of His Divine hand, as tic outiines of the iandscape in
a picture are by tue brtish of the painter. "l'le niechanical wisdotin and sill
rnanifested. iii the construction of the bodies of plants and animais, and of
the universe as a whoie, deciare thiese objects as realiy and iinîmiediateiy
the work of a person, as the construction of any machine for humiiaîi iabor
is anl exhiibition of tue wisdin and skiil of a nmachinist. God as a person is
thus immiiediateiy present iii evcry part of nature ; and as we contempiate tiie
inarvellous skill and adaptation exhibited in tic construction of tic universe,
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