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down and were saluted with the cheering words : ‘“ Come here, sonny, and
LU ek you up.”

But the Church must not only keep close to the common people, but it
must adopt new ard g;ygressive methods, educational, philanthropic, and
evangelistic. The sermons and addresses and the pastoral work which, in
a more congenial field, seemed to accomplish so much, now prove ineftec-
tive. Amid the worn-out conditions of our down-town churches, all that
the Angel Gabriel couid do on the old plan would be merely to retard the
process of decay. Some say the simple Gospel is enougli.  Yes, but how
are you going to bring people within the sound of it? You are like .2 per-
son ringing a bell in a vacoum. Humanitarian measures are required in
order to pull humanity around and direct its sad, averted gaze toward the
Cross.

As to the suggestion of definite mechods, one becomes instinctively shy
and reserved. Fields are so different. What will succeed in one place
will fail in another. We cannot afford to be dogmatic. 'We make so many
mistakes and must so often noiselessly retrace our footsteps. We have to
feel our way along like a ferry-boat entering its slip.

Of one thing, however, we may be sure : it is that the worst need the
best. Cheap appliances will fail. We shall never reach the people with
our servants’ dining-rooms and our cold victuals. They must have the
best preaching, the best music, the hest architecture. The Salvation
Army has made its mistake in this country by trying to palm off on the
people a cheap and sensational religion. The persecution which it incurs
and glories in is often due to the outraged reverence and sense of decency
which you will find in the lowest classes. There is truth in Lowell’s Yan-

kee phrase,
“ "Taint & knowin' kind of cattle

That is ketched with mouldy corn,”

The whole grade of worship and imstruction must be kept at its highest
level. It is a mistake to suppose that plain people will be attracted by
cheap and nasty surroundings. They will feel happiest and most at home
in the finest church edifices, provided, of course, that these are near at
hand. The poor enjoy the feeling of ownership and responsibility in a
beautiful house of God. I would put the finest churches among the poor
and the cheapest smong the rich.

But besides the services of the church, which shonld be frequent, attrac-
tive, and inspiring, there should be close at hand social appliances for
work among young men—sitting-room, library and reading-room, gymna-
sium, and other provisions which the Young Men’s Christian Association
has found so useful. What is more importast still, let the churches reach
after child-life, especially among foreigners. This can be done by Suz-
day-schools, singing-schools, industrial schools, kindergartens, and even
primary day-schools as well as day-aurseries. In this way the Church can
wntrol the whole educational life of the child, both on Sundays and week-



