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Yon asked tlim for L.150 to-meet my
share of' the IlJohn Kýnox," and withi the
niost pleasing promnptitudle they poured
11.370 into your treasury.

There are also somte large and proliflo
ivastes of' expendit ure in ours as %vell as
other Chuirches, tbat iLht, ar.d, 1 trust,
-%vil], be exte.nsively, if 'not completely,
reclaimed for the henefit of missions.
1 shall refer to, only two of themn, viz to-
hacco and alcobnL Even iii our owvn
small Church çyifh so mnuch thatis praise
ivorthy and commendable, these are
useless andl pernielonis indlulgences. To-
bacco, like inoth and rust. silently and
imperceptibly cat away hundreds;. and]
alcohiol, like a daring and desperate
thief, breaks througli and steals thou-
sartds of pounds, that miglt probably
find their Nvay into the treapury of the
Lord's temple.

1 arn however extremely delighted to
observe that the temiperance question
appears to be engroseing mu(:121 more of
the attention of Our Chnreh than it did
some yeais a-go. Since the formation
of the Temperance Society in 1829
down toi tle present time our Church
btas stood prominently forward in this
reform. A largPr proportion, 1 believe,
both of' our ministers and people bave
been menibers both of the temperance
and total aibstinence societies than of
any Church in ý3:otland ; and coutl the
entire mernbership of our Ohu-ch be
brouglit to abandon the use of intoxica-
tingy drinks, and dlevote the savions
thereby efletcd to, missions, the thiriy
or forty nîissionaries would be easily
maintaincd. But admitting a much
smaller advance than this, ive can bard-
]y doubt but that before another quarter
of a century elapýe, the temperance re-
form, will exeyt a niost favorable influ-
ence upon our mission funds.

But the most important question to asic
is this-Are our people, ivith all their
liberality, eontributing up to that pro-
portion of their substance wbieh God re-
quires of them? The Scriptures nowhiere,
oit'her by precept or example, seeni
to indicate that less titan a tenth of our
incorne should be devoted to the service
of God. It is of course only an approx-
imation that can be made to the solution
of that question. Sutl in these days,
iwben the Ecience of statistics is so care-
fully stuclied, and %vhien such important
-lessons are nathered, frorn its icachings,
very' close approximations can be mnade
on such points. 1 arn glad that the Sy-

noci is paying so much attcntion to the
statistics of Our bndy. You have coîn -
ted your members, and you annuaTvy re-
grister ail their rontributions ;and could
)-ou estirnate their annual invomes the
matter wouId ho cas.v, but here a rude
approximation isz ail that van be attainedt.
Dr 1-lanna, ini his fife of Dr Chalmers,
asumes the averane income of* the fami-
lies in connect ion with the Free Church
to ho L.50 per annutu. If o-ar Churoh
bas a less proportion of wealtb, she. bias
also a less proportion of poverty in bier
me.mhorsbip, SO that as a %vhole ive may
perhaps safely affirtn that the averager
ir.come of the familios in our Churcli is
füllY eqtt.il to the average incomne in the
familios of the Free Chureh. Dr Hiatna
furtlier states titat Ilthe revenue of tîte
Free Churclh, at the time of ber greatcst
pecuniary efforts, didi not exceed thre
per cent uipon the ineomne of lier mcm-.
bers"' or L. 1, 10s. for oach famuly. 1 arn
uneortain laow many ruembers each fa-
mnily is supposed on an average to con-
tain ; but if -we say two, this ivili be lf-
teen shillings each pý-r annuni. 1ama
not certain of the exact amnount o? ihe
annnal contributions of our Church
but if tre say L,. 6000, 1 helieve tro shall
noý ho far from flie :ruth ; quite near
enounh for my prosent purpose. Tlhe
memnbership of Our Chureb, is about
6000. This will nive L 1 cavlh per an-
num, as the average contributions of our
monibers ; and assuming the other sua-
tisties to ha' correct, vill hc L 4 per vent
on the total income of Our entire mcmn-
bersbip. Tbis is considered a hiah rate
of contribution for reli!ziotis objccts; in
deed by sorte it is looked upon as quite
a mode! state of things ina a Cliura-Ib But
if our statisuies are correct, and oui' in-
terpretation of Scripture sound, our peo-
pie are not yet hialf up to the muilenial
or scriptural condition of the Church
ais regards the grace of liberality. They
are still 6 per cent below the require-
inents of Scripture in thoir annual con -
tributions to the servit-e of God. And
isthcre no likeliliood thkt the average
liberality of our Cburch can ho raiseal
to somethine approaching the Scriptu-
ral standard ? 1 think there ceriainly
is. Our Ohurch is small, and bience bier
financial conc'orns can ho easiiy super-
intended, and officiently tvrouglit out.
Our memibersbip is m-uch inore select
t1ian in the largor Presbyteriani Chur-
eues ; and hence there is a greater a-
mount of scriptural knoyledge aud Chris.
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