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different from dying of mere old age; and for practical
purposgs, it is most materiol to draw the distinction,

It no evidenice exist to show that wild plants, suffer
fran ‘mere old uge, we cannot ndinit such u property to
bo incident to thuse which are cultivated, -1t would in.
deed bo o wasto of space to dwell further upon this part
of the argument.

What arc called facts, the real valueof which wo shall
presently discuse, have been adduced te provothat if plants
do not dic of old age in a wild state, yet that they ircon.
testably do wear out when artificially multiplied by divi.
sion, In opposition to this it is sufficient to quoite the
White Beurre Peurs of France, which French writers
assuro us hitve been thus propagated from time immemorial
and which cxhibit po trace of debility ; ov the Jerusalém
Artichoke, already nimed; or thie cultivated Vines, of
which' tho very vinieties known to the Rmnans, hiwve been
transmitted by perpetual division, but without deteriora-
tion or decrepitude, to our own duy,

Although we rogard the metion that races of plants
wear out, us uiterly hiseless and visionary, wo are by no
means ojpuscd to certain conclusions at which writers
adopting that erroncous hypothesis, huve arrived. Wo
admit that.their statcments are m 1miny insiances correet.
We have nothing to offer in the: way of abjection fo their
experimonts : it is ouly against their false reusoning that
we arc obliged to protest.

. Mr. Knight found that diseased apple trees produced

discascd discendants, and that the ‘evil of the parents
went onwards to their children from generation to gene-
ralion; and therefore he concluded that the apple trees
were dying of old agre,

_A wiiler of claborate articles w the Morning Herald,
M, Townley, infers, beeaise the goosherry growers of
Limedshire, find'the weight of their froit diminishes, % afs
ter the varicties huve been cu'tivated some time, that,
therefore, these virictics ure dying of old age—and he hax
cxpended no inconsiderablequantity of learning i uttempt.
ing to fit this speculution to the Potato,  So-impressed.
. indeced, is he witnt u conviction of its trath, that-he recom.

mends people” (6 'ho sent to Peru, or wherever clse thier

Potuio grows;witd, 1 -arder ‘to get sceds and tubers of

vigorous wild-plunts. Aud-all this is imitated by u shonl

of persous who catch up the idea, und forthivith write

letters to newspapors, or men in offieé, or rush into pam.
phlcts, with all the complaceney which invuribly attends
an ignqrance of facts, or even of snunt prineiples.

1t is very sinzulur thut'not onc of . . those writers.who
have of lute been fatiguing the pustic eye, should have
perecived that the very few facts on which they tely, are
suséeptible of a much more simple interpretation than
that given by Mr. Knight und caught ip by themselves,
It is.andrveliods that they should linvé inagined thit the
common sense, (to say unything of the science;) of the
intelligent cultivators: of the present duy, should aceept
for truth such un extraordinary exliibifion of fulse reason.’
ing, Onc would think that all death or disease was ex:
clusively the consequence of old age.

Iv bas'been well known from all antiquity that if vigor.
exs children spring from vigorous parcnts, so also isa
c.seased nnd debilinted progeny the-surc issuc of parents
weak in body und mind. - '

The abvious interpretation of the apple tree and govse.
besry bush cases, which-have so perplexcd the mirds of
the little patriots of our day, is this: a tree is allowed,’
from somc causc or othcr, to become unhealthy 3 & part
cut frow it wnd put upon unother tree, carrics its disease
with it; when again divided, the discaseis again propa

gated ; and this will-.go onso lnng as the unhealthy plants |.

remain exposed to the circumstunces Wwhich originally
-causcd their bad’health,  But, cli:  zethise eircumstances’
—keep off tic cause of the evil, and the evil' will gradnal..
ly. disuppear, as has uctually lappened:iii thie instances,
mentioaed in owr fust, which aro.a cunclusive answer to
_the whale wearing aut hypothesis. o
... 'Tlese are the just views of Mr, Garden, of Glenac, to
which we alluded last week.  *We mav fofatl e, says
. this gentleman, * raise_speeies, of diseased plants, and
wemploy tesc s the seed (scts) of the next éxop. Nothing
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can bo more manifest than that the offepring of didenned
parents will participate in their discase, and even be in.
capublo of cure, or of becoming tho seed of a healthful
¢rop on any sofl, * * Itis evident thit distased plants
may bo more easily cultivated on o healthful and fresh
soil than on one which is discascd and run oni.‘ »
But the dhundance and héalthfulness of tho crop are two
very different things. It is well ascertuined tlg’utmcd
potatocs (sets) tuken from ficlde whero potatiés: have
been scldom cultivated, ard Iess linble (o fuil than those
rused on fields which have pioduced many potlatog-crops,
Tho lutter forced in discased or exhausted ficlds, aro ta.
fit for seeds (scts) in any situation.” ‘

Nothing cun be more true. The health of the potatoe
crop is not with any certainty to be increaged by tuising
new variotics from sceds. ‘T'ho resilt of that operation
may be better or worsé, according to'thie health or con.
stitutional pcculinrity of the individiel’ fréim whichitho
socds were gathercd, or according to ‘the way in' which
those mysterious influences which causé constitutional
difforence operate whilé the young scedling is passing
through the procceses of orgumzation. Wo all know
that somo scedlings aro tall, others dworf, sonic catly,
others late, some robust, others deliculo, some extraordi.
narily rich in -starch, others defficient in- that product;
and wo can never toll beforehand, with any certdinty,
what peculiarities.a given seedling will possése, Theidea,
therefore, of renavating® the potdto ¢rops of Europe by
rajsing theni from sced, is adrcam.  Whutisreally ' want.
cd, and what must be better attended to, is the renovation
of the crop by a skilful cultivation of the potatoes we al.
rcady have, ’ .

What we, then, would advisc potato growers to do, is
not to indulge in a vain hope that seedling potatoes will
be any better than whit they now'have; but to adojt the
priciice of raising potutots for sets dpon u-differésit prin-
ciple from’ thuso for the tuble; T treut 'the latter asthey
now do, but.to'grow the former in puor, light land, where
there shall be no cxcessively rapid growth; und no great
‘produce, but yiclding small, compact potatoes, thoraughly
organized, ‘tioroughly riponed, and thercfore thoroughly
Mhealthy—will be u guarantee of ull the freedom from: dis.
ciisc, which-in the natarc of {hings:s to be expécted,.and
'w fur morc tutional méuns-uf renoviifing the potato crop
‘than running to Peru for-séed not halfso good us'ourown,
—English Paper. :

_CORN LAWS, )

We copy the following from a lats number of the
Murk Lane Ezpress. ‘The propositions advanced arc
worthy of attention, though we do not isubscribe-to all of
them, - - ,

It iz ot true that cheapness and abundance arc syne.
nymous terms. _ . .

It is not true that high prices mignify scarcity, ~

It ig true that in Englund the price of agricultural pro-

‘Iduce and labour is “higher than in other countries genes

rally. ) .
Tt'is true also that all other countfics différ more or
less one from another in respect to the price of ugricultur-
ulproduce. . o S

L is not tree that where the price is lowest. there is the
Jleast appronch of famine. . ) )

Itis neurer the truth that wherte the price is the highest,
on un average, their is the least danger of fumine, efpeci-
dlly when that ‘highef price, as it England, results frum
the attainment and possession of. greatet wealth, |

It is not truc tint tkat highcr prico hus bgen produced
by tho * restrictive” system pursucd against tlic importa.
‘tion of foreign prodacts, ) v R

It is trac,, ncvertheless, that l’h,é removal of all-‘“jprotec.
tion” would destroy that higher price. L

‘That higher price is the conscquenee of the advanced
‘¢ondition of .the céuntry and jls greatcr cowparative
wealth,. R o

‘I'but wealih is now represented by a sound'andabund.

‘ant circiilaiing mediuin; and tlierofore wils be atable and
durable. : : o
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