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time he oftered his penknife, which was re-
fused. Inshorty hie beeame a poor, nusan-
thropie, degraded beig—whore sole enjoy-
ment was drink, and whose sole study was
how to procuse it.

Such was J. Ranson at one time, bat a
wonderful change has taken place now. To
the astonishment of his triends, he has now l
become a sober, respectable, and rehgious
character.  The manner in which this re-
formaton was brought about, was the tollow-
ing, according to hix own aceount of it.—
Conversing one day with a Mr. J sal
respectable tradesman in this city. he was!
told very plainly that he had beena drunk-!
and.  Poor R. acknowledged it—¢ well™
added Mr. J——, ¢ T have drunk nothing |
that will intoxicate these seven vears.—,
This was something new to Ranson—the !
dea immediately struck hiny (hat he would .|
try—he signed the total pledge. bade fare- |
well to drink, and is now a worthy and re-:
spectable member of society. ,

His views respecting mtoxicating liquor

have undergone as greata change as his:
character. He loathes it now as heartily as:
he once loved it, and it gives hun pain to sce
others tampering with it, under the idea that
it does thera good.  To use his own lan-
guage—< Some must take a little for a weak
inside—some because they are flafulent—
some because they are nervous—some be-
cause they are low spirited—some because
they are cold, &c. &, and thus, under one
pretence or another, spirits are lugzed into
all companies, atall times, ard on all occa-
sions, but, could they see the article as I sce
it, they would be convineed that they could
never keep it too far away from them,”—
“and as to wine” he would add, of which
many seemn to be so fond, if they had been
with me in South Africa™ and seen the man-
ner in which it is prepared, I think they
would nevertaste it again. have seen six
or eight negroes driven by the Dutch boors
into the wine press, and working under a
powerful sun, while the perspiralion was
streaming down their sides into the wine—
I have seen mothers in the wine press with
infants, muling and puking in their arms,
yet our gentry will sip the wine, and call it
good! !

Letter to the Editor
MEDICAL MEN OF MONTRFAL,

Sir,—I am in general both pleased and in-
structed by the various articles which appear in
your paper. 1 wish you all success in your
editorial labours, and hope they will be the means
of suppressing the foolish and ruinous practico
of using intoxicating drink.

There was an article, however, in your last
Advocate, reflecting, as I thought, rather too se-
verely, on the conduct of the medical men in
Montreal, on which I crave the hiberty of mak.
jng some remarks. The writer of that article

i day.

* This refers only to Cape wince

declares, that the Temperance cause owen little
gratitude to the medical men in thie place, and
that some of them, when told of the discoveries
thai have been made .n chemical science, favor.
able to the cause, have even the presuinptioa to
shrug up their shouldere, and attempt to throw
ruspicion on the truti of vuch discoveries. Now,
Mr. Fditor, I would not **shrug up” my should.
era here, nor appear to question for one moment
the truth of ycur correspondoni's facts. I am
ready to allow that romo practitioners may do
no, hut who are they ?  Those only, 1 will ven.
ture to affirm, whose practice lies amungst the
very lowest in society, and whose education and
skiil aro on & par with their practice.  ** New.
castle apothecaries,” who can indeed ** bleed and
bhister,” but never cure a pationt, oxcept by
chance. I have known somo of this description
prescribe thoe use of alcoholic drinks, but I have
uever known such a prescription given by a
reapectable practitioner.

Y our correspondent seems to have forgot that
a declaration, favorable to the principles of Tem.
perance Sccielies, was signed not long ago by &
very large proportion of the medical men 1n thin
city, embracing a stll larger proportion of the
medical tefent. And tho practice of thiose whase
opinion porssesses the greutest weight, is in full
consistency with that declaration at tho present
Without wishing to make any invidious
companisons, 1 will venturo to affirm without
any fear of ~ontradiction, that the weight of pro.
fessional talent to be foand amongst medical
men 1n Montreal, is decidedly favorablo to our
cause ; and those who * shrug up the shoulder,”
& e &c, as your correspondent writes, are, ge.
nerally epeaking, men who stand low in their
profession, und whoso opinion is hittle regarded
by the public. They may show a protty large
figure in a reckoning of medical men, but assu.
redly u very swall ono 1n a reckoning of medical
talent. 1 arrive then, Sir, at a very different
conclusion from your correspondent. I am of
opinion that the cause of Temperance, in this
city, owes much to medical men. They have
zealously endcavored to persuade the public to
adopt 2 course which would leave them almost
without employment. Lest your correspondent
should suppose I am writing in sclf.defence, I
beg to assure him, I am
No DocTtonr.

Artificial Drinking Usagesof North Britain.

A pamphlet bearing the abevetitle has been
lately published by John Dunlop, Esq. We
purpose presenting our Teaders with some ex-
tracts from it rom time to time, because it
not only makes appalling disclosures of the
extent to which inioxicating liquors are used
in Scotland, but because, in our opjnion, 1t
secms also to point out the real causes which
have contributed to produce the evil, and by
consequence the steps that are necessary to
put it down. InScotland, intoxicating drink
is connected with all the customs and usages
of socicty—it is essential to etiquette and
the rites of hospitality. A person would be
considered flagrantly outraging all the cour-
tesies of life, 1f, on certain occasions, he were
not to give ortake spirits. If one man wish-
es to give another some mark of kindness,
or respect, a most approved method of doing
go is to (rest him, and if he were to

refuse the treat in these circumstances, it
would be regarded a= a groes affront. In
short, to offer it, and to take 1t freely, are
considercd as marks of politencss and good
breeding, and to withhold 1t, or refuse it, are
marks which point out a person of vulgar
manners, or a clown who has seen little of
good socicty.  On these accounts, the habit
of using spintuous liquors 18 more deeply
seated in Scotland, than perhaps any coun-
try in the world, and it will of course be far
more Cifficult to eradicate it.  On this point
Mr. Dunlop remarks :—

« In no other country has spintunus liquor
assumed eo much the attitude of the authorized
instrument of comphiment and kindnesr as in
North Britain ; and that drunkenness has been
reduced 1nto the rogularity and prevalence of a
general aystom, will be evident from the follow.
ing detail ; which, however, only professes to
give a hasty glance at the outakirts of a subject
of fearful intercst, whose final desolations seemn
yet only to be in their approach.

« The system of rule and regulation, as to
times and occasions of drinking, pervades ali
branches of society in Scotland—at meals, mar.
Kkets, fairs, sacraments, baptisms, and funerals ;
and almost every trade and profession has 1s
own code of strict and well.observed laws on
this subject. There aro nuinervus occasions
when general custom makes the offor and re-
coption of whiskey as unperative as the law of
the land. Most other countries have, on the
whole, only one general motive to use liquor—
namely, natural thirst or demre forit; but in
Scotland there exiats a large plurality of motives,
derved from ctiquette and rule. This fact may
be considered by most readers as extremely in-
considerable and unimportant ; nevertheless, it
is one which it will be necessary to keep in mind
in the course of the perusal of the following
sheets, being the peculiar distinction between
the modes of inebriation of this country and
most other nations of Europe. There has been
conatituted with us a conventional and artificial
connexion between liquor and courtesy and busi-
ness ; and this unuatural conjunction is not, as
in some other places, occasional, but nearly uni-
versal; and it has become a perfect science to
know its multiplied 1aodifications in every de.
partnent of civil and of domestic life.

« If we divide the society of North Britain
into six gradations, commencing with the nobi-
lity, and ending with the labourer and beggar,
we shall find, that in all these departments, ex-
cept the highest, the use of wine and spirits, as
the instrument of courtegy and compliment, is
general, but becoming more and more strict}
and imperatively such the lower we descend. It
is a usual, but great mistake, in the upper ranke,
to suppose that the decorous chains of outward
complaisance and courtesy are less binding on
the lower ¢l than th 1 In some
particular cases, the omission of the understood
mark or symbol of civility is there not regarded
with indifference, but resented as the most eruel
affront, and supposed to imply an inveterate de-
termination by the offending party to cease from
all habits of amnity. The fact is, that some eti.
queltes are much more binding on the lower
classes than among their superiors; and in no
cose is the tyranny ef fashion and rule with
them more palpable than in the regulationa of
drinking. That working man, taerefore, who
refuses to join a Temperance Society, on the

ground that he is a person that can either drink



