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If we repeat the hackneyed saying
that the lives of men of letters are
generally uneventful, it is only because
we wish to add, that, of all literary la-
bourers, the country clergyman is the
one, in whom this remark is mos: em-
phatically verified. Theman who makes
philosophy or poetry, jurisprudence or
general literature, lis sole or supreme
pursuit, may—in perfect consistency
with his grand object—mingle much
with the busiest and the gayest; and lus
lLife has thus & chance (if; after the man-
ner of men, we may say so) of contain-

ing somewhat of that strange—stirring
—undefinable thing, which the world
calls incident, There is at least a pre-
sumption, that he may be thrown into
some of those scenes, or concerned in
some of those occurrences, which gen-
ral consent has invested with especial
attractions, And the messure of pub-
lic activity, which marked the lives of
Milton and Franklin and Sir William
Jones, shews that the presumption is
not unfounded. The enquirer into na-
ture may make a discovery in science,
ot an invention in art, that shall stamp
immortality upon his nate ; and the
record of his research may stimulate
and enchan, as the successive steps of
his progress are obsecrved, and his new
thought is seen to be gradually advanc-
ing from 1ts first imperfect rudimentsto
its full maturity. The life of Newton,
otherwisc most barren of events, draws



