
TITE CAN4DIAN

CHRISTIAN EXAMINER,
AND

PRESBYTERIAN REVIEW.

VOLUME 1. NovRER, 1837. NIIM,ýBER 9.

RELTO TOUS COMMUNICATIONS ETC.

FOR TIE CHRISTIAN EXAMINER.

IrAE AND REMAINS 0F TE L&Tn RaV.

WiLiAm HAIxLTO.,, D. D., Miivs-
TFROFSTRATHBLANE. 2vols. l2mo.

Glasgow; 0gbe s. Son, 1836.

Fiom ikch Edisburgk Prcsbylcrian Rcziew.

If we repeat the hackneyed saying
that the lives o? men of letters arc
generafly uneventful, it is oniy bocause
weo wishi to add, that, o? ail Iiterary la-
bourers, the country clergyman is tho
one, ini whom this reînark is mnost cm-
phaticaliy verified. The manwhomiakes
philosophy or poetry, jurisprudence or
general literature, bis soie or supreme
pursuit, may-in perfect consistencv
%vith hie grand object-ningle much
,with the busiest and the gaycst; and his
life lias thus a chance (if, after tic mani-
n#ýr of mon, we May say so) of contain-

ing somewhat of that strange--stirring
-ndefinable thing, ivhich the world
cafls incident. There is at lest a pro-
sumption, that lie may be thrown into
saine of those scencs, or concerneà in
some of those occurrences, wvh!ch gen-
rai consent bas invested ivith especial
attractions. And the measure of pub-
lic activity, which marked the lives of
Milton and Franklin and Sir WVillianm
Joncs, shows tha' the presuimption is
not unroundod. The enquiror into na-
ture xnay make a discovery in science,,
or an invention in art, that shail stamp
immortality lîpon bis nafie ; and tie
record of his research inay stimulate
and enchain, as the successive stops of
his progress arte obscrved, and bis new
thought is seen to lie gradually advanc-
ing from its flrst iruperfeet rurlim<"itsto
its full maturity. The life of Newton,
otherwiso most barren of evt-nts, draws


