THB CLAIMS AND PRUCBEDIMGS OF

pouring of official insults. We have ?akcd'fur
rensous ; and, in appousition to the fuith of treaties,
and the clearest principles of cquity, we have
been met, by what I camot otherwise designate,
than a verbal quibble, an argument of & sort that
it would seem ridiculous to bring furward in the
determination of any point of importance, . and
which, to urgein the debate of u great national
question, can only serve toprove the baseless foun-
dation of the clums that it is intended to support,
Though its fallacy has been often exposed, Dr.
Struchan brings it forward again, and again gives
Mr. Morris the trouble of refuting it. It runs
thus.

Becauge the Lnglish colonies were territorics be-
longing to Eugland, therefore British colonies are
territorics belonging to Eugland, theretore also do
they belong to the English church. Or, to s'ate
the arguinent more briefly, because the term coic-
nics is applicable to both English and British colo-
nies, therefore are they both the same, This ra-
tiocination savours somewhat of the school that
furnished proofs for any thing, that any one had
o mind for, Thus : “an ox has wings,” «Ilow!”’
¢ A bird has wings ; a bird is an anumal ; but an
ox is an animal, therefore &e.”

We refer to authority, supported by the unbiss-
sed vpinons of tiuse, who in Britam direct the
counsels of the wonarchy, and of the wnost emi-
nent jurists and politiclans—we are scrivusly told
to bow submussive to the authonty of Mr. Ilager-
man !

Unfortunately, in common with my countrymen,
my reason is unconvinced by the argument, [ per-
ceive not the overwhelming weight of the authon-
tv adduced. e seck {cr sumething beyvond, and
our eyes are met by the mysteries of” the colonial
overnment.  These I might not beuble, and 1
will not seek, to unvell ; but, through the curtain
which shadows them, the incessant inovements of
an Honorableand very Reverend personage, who
was for years the main spring of Canadian govern.
ment, and so conspicuously prominent, that he
stands out, as it were, visibly before us, the prime
agent in all timt has befallen us. Once or tuwice
tou—in the House of Commons, and in hiscele
brated ecclesiastical chart—lie was produced to
open day as our adversary, and under very peculiar
circumstances ; and, since those days, he has re-
peatedly come forward, our avowed opponent.
Our attention therefure has naturally fixed on Lim,
and Tam unwillingly abliged, Mr. Editor, to call
the notice of' all who read your pages, to the sin-
gular position in which he has stead before ug—it
1s necessary to our fu'l vindication from the clarg-

esthat have been broughtaganst us,
J

TUE PRESBY FLRIANS VISBICATED, 73

Louking on De Strachan we recognise a coun-
trymian, vie eicdedsa Presbytesinn, one who
when years unghit have been supposed to have giv.
en lum matunty of judement, and afforded hin
tie to make up his opinwn, was so convinced of
the eacellence of our standard of faith and form
of worship, that he solicited to be appointed to
otie of the Scotels churches in the province—to be
set npart as an Apostle of Presbyterianism over
the Canndus,  This application having Leen un-
successfuly we know that he next professed a de-
sire to bemadea minisier of the church of Eng-
Lody and was, accordingly, appointed one of her
mis~wnaries in Canada, We have also full in view
all thiat hug fullen out of this change—high rank
~ati'nence of wealth—great political influence—
an inlluence, that made him, in effect, the Governor
of the Province fur many years.

Now, far be it from me to cnll in question the
purity of the wotives that have led to this cc rse,
fur from me &o grossly to defame his character as
a minister of the gospely as to hold, that when he
was a candidate for the ministry in the church of
Scotland, his zeal had been animated by other mo-
tives than an honest conviction of the excellency of
her doctrines and practice, and 4 fervent desire that
his whole energies might be devoted to making the
Canadian world as fully n partaker of these, as lay
within the compass of his power, Far be it from
me too—1 sliould be equally wrong~when next he
professed his desire to turn these energies to the
service of the church of England, to say that the
chunge had been wrought otherwise than by some
new light, breaking in onhis understanding, show-
ing the demerits as a church of the one—the su-~
perior excellence of the other. I should slander
the Canadian government along with him, were I
to trace his elevation to the councils directing it, to
other motives than a wish, on the one part, that
e voice of uprightness and charity uttered
through him, its proper organ, should temper their
dehberations; on the other, a reluctant complianco
to the calls of duty, dragging a faithful, but un-
willing servant, from spiritual to temporal con-
cerns.

Let all this be so.  Yet must itbe acknowledg-
ed thereis a thing termed censistency of conduct,
especially looked for and prized ina public char-
acter—still mustit be granted, that he, who pre-
sents himself' to the public, bearing before him the
blazon,ofnbandoning one partv and embracing an-
other, more especially if he come forward as the op-
ponent of the party deserted, presents himself be-
fore a severe judge, apt to regard the fact as, prima
fusicevidence agunat lum, and--if the abstract rea-



