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TUIE EIXCEI'WV0ONS I'IOVE TIuE RIL..

'l'lie Scof ir: "T'ie black sihccp îuniong your hlock arc coiipicuioti,.
'l'le Pastor: I1 auî glad of that. for thcy wottldttt lbc iioticeable if tlicy %vcrc flot stirroiUtidcd

by White OIICs.' -Ihîns 1cr .

Fouit YEAuits' GROW'TI IN TJOIS

The total înembershlp in the foreign
Conferences of the M. E. Churcli (includ-
ing probationers) lias grown from. 182,104
in 1899 to 216,476 li 1903-an increase of
34,372, or seventeen per cent. The re-
glons most fruitful in accessions to mem-
bership ha7e been :Korea, froui 3,897 to
6,915 ; the Philippines, from a handful to
7,842 ; North-west India, froin 34,469 to
42,672 ; Gujarat District, Bombay Confer-
ence, from 3,443 to 10,9S5. The nuniber
of Sunday-sclîool pupils bas grown f rom
191,917 to 230,158-a gain of 38,241, or
nineteen per cent

JAPA-NESE STATEKMAN ON CIIITIANITY.

Baron Mlaeima, an ex-Cabinet 'Minister
of Japan, says of Christlanity : "No
matter how large an army or navy vie
may have, unless vie have rlghteousness
at tlie*foundatloh of our national exist-
ence we shall fall short of success. I do
flot hesitate to say that vie niu'st rely upon
religion for our hlghest vie. -ire. And
vihen I looU about me to see upon vihat
religion vie mpLy best rely, I amn convlnced
that the religion of Christ Is the one xnost
fuull of strength and promise for the na-

tion." Viscount Watauiabe, a promninent
statesnian and a Buddhist, wvarns Chris-
tianis against the idea tluat Christlanity
must be xuodified to ineet the needs of
Japan. One reason for the. deterloration
of ]3uddhisun, lie says, bas been Its modi-
fication to suit Japanese ideas. His con-
clusion is a striking testimony to the
religlous decay o! his ovin falth : " 1 do
uuot say that Buddhlsm is flot a religion,
but vihen I aslc myself how many modemn
Buddhists tiiere are that have religious
life in their souîls, 1 answer, None V'

ÇCcERnNTN.G TIiiNcs iix Tiil]Er.

Interesting things about Thibet are told
In The Strand «Magazine, by M. Tsybiko.
Commissioned by the Russian Imperial
Ceographical Society, lie vlsited Lhassa,
and, strange to say, returned to Russia
unharmed. He vins strucli by the lowness
of viages. An ordlnary laborer receives
three halfpence a day; an expert spinner
3 1-2d. ; and a lama, 5d. for a -whole day's
praying. If well-to-do, a Thibetan lnvald
engages a lama to read litanies to, hlmn
If poor, he gets along wlth a grain of
barley wich a lama bas blessed-lîe
bas more falth In It than la medicine.
On account of the immWrFnse number of


