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" THE CHURCH TIMES,

attendance of our sugporton aqd friends; amongst
athets were presont, Col. Gladwin, Dr. Hawison, T.
Jameson Eeq. W. Scolt Esq. _Tho_Rev. Mr. Dickson
was called 1o the chair, and Dr. Harrison, appointed
Secretary. After an address from tho Chairmaa the
following verbal resolutions, werd qffered. .
18t Resolved. That to mark our sotse of the obli-
gation weare undor to tho Diovosan Church Seclety,
and our appreciation of tho Ministerial Services, ren-
dered by our Missionary, wo make a collection in aid
of the funds of said Socioty, .
Moved by T Jameson, Eu}ﬂ soconded by Dr. Hari
son, aad supported by Col. Gladwin. .
9nd. Rewlved. That the thanks of the-meating bo
given to tho Chairman for his axceliont remarks on tho
+ grinciple and obligation of christian benovolonce, as
displayed espocially in a regard for the welfare of the
Church ‘in lgis Provinee,” and for bis condoct in the
chair. Moved by Col. Gladwin, soconded by W. Seott,

A(l collection was mado at which £1 9 4 was obtained,
in addition to £2 108 proviously subscribod.
W. Hanrisoxy,
Sceretary and Treasuror.
Musquodoboit, Oct. 16,1853,
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FOR THE ONURCH TIMES.
OUR PRESENT POSITION.

Tre writer of tho following remarks belioving that
tho Church in this Provinco is now passing through a
remarkable crisis in its bistory, takes this mode of cal-
ling tho attention of bis fellow Churchmen to a few of
the circumstances which scem to affect its prevent posi-
tion and consequently its future prospects. He would
invite them in tho spirit of lovs and charity toapproach
the subject with all carnestness and solicitude, and to
view it in some of its prominent bearings with all fair-
ness and candour.  He would premiso that it is very
possible he may not succeed in placing the matterin a
clearer or more iuteresting light than that in which it
has akeady appoared to the thourbtful and reflecting
among us,—far less probablo that ho should bring for-
ward any thing ofa novol chasacter and tendency. If
any should be disposed to cavil at this dvowal, and to
say—vwhy invito our altention to what is confessedly
neitlier new nor very interesting—be would reply that
it is no inconsiderable part of his duty to put mankind
constantly inmind of what mankind are constantly for
gratting, and (o recall then front the bye paths whither
they turn in thoughticssness or fally, to that bright and
shining path of salvation which all know but fow tread,
Lhis bie solemnly believes bimself bound to perform, and
to be aliways ready for its performance, both in scason
and out:of season. ~

Considér then, first of all, the present position of our

Church, as it stands affected by the Laws of the land.
Formerly it was theoretically the Established Church of
Nova Srotia, recognised &s such on the Statute Book,
and supposed to enjoy certain privileges and immuni-
tics in consequonco of thisdistinction. But ali Church-
men T believe were well persuaded that, whilst this
state of things continued, the advantages which resulted

from it were more ideal than substantial.  They wero
well persuaded that our conmection with the State,
whilst it protected usin no privilege unenjoyed by
other denominations, actually exposed us to muck viru-
‘lence and angry opposition from parties who imagined
that they werw less carcd for than ourselves, and who,
generally spesking, were actuated rather by worldly
than spiritaal motivex This very circumstance in fimes
past made our Lhumble Zion the watchword of party
strife, and an object of most envenomed attack by num-
bers of our Provincial journals. By evary fair and ra-
tional deduction it led to the inference that every per-
son within the P.ovince who belonged o 10 other de-
nomination mnst pecessarily be.a Churchman; be he
infidel or nothingarian, indiferent or. profane, if he
outwardly belongzed to no other denomination, the Iaw
very coolly assigned his epiritual interests to the care
and keeping of'our Chorch. Hence in former times
wa had station without preeminence, numbers withont
co-opcration, withont zeal, withoutunity ; we had res-
ponsibility without adequste support, o name without
authority  All of us I believe are agreed that any
change whichliberated us from thisancmalous positicn,
and placed the action of tho Church as a body more
within the contron! of its Teal members, was a boon of-
no ordinary description. We felt that there wero in-
surmountable impediments to the carmrying out of our
**orders and constitntion;” that we wero attached to
the car of State ratherin the character of arespectable
captive than in thatof 2 worthy and respected associ-
ate. And therefore we desire a separation, as a sort of
xelief from State trammels. ]

This relief was at Jast obtained by the aefion of our
Provincial Legislatare, in the Session of 1851.  An
Act was then passed, revising 304 conealidating provious

enactments, omitiing what was irrclevant, and super-
adding what was thouglit desirable, and now forms a
pare of tho Jaws of the fand. It is printed at length in
the Rovised Statutes, pago 148. Tho compilers of this
enactment were, we are willing tobelieve, nctuated by
no other motive than tho good of the Church and the
promotion of its truo interests.  But wo tako Jeavo 1o
sy, that the result of their efforts fully provea how
vory inadequate the best wishes and deaireaaro tothe
accomplishment of a 1y great object, without that wis-
dom and foresiyht which only expericnce can impart.

Take for instance the very first clause of the Act in
question, and you will distover n looseness of expres:
sion, a shadowy vagueness of meaning, which 1 am wil-

Ying to attribute rather to haste or inattention than to
design or ignorance, but which novertheless involves
\ho relation of the Chiurch with her members in inex-
tricablo confuston. It istheyo very coolly enacted that
o qualificd clergyman * shall ba-inducted into any.par-
ish which shall make presentation of him.”  Inductedd
by whom? And yet there ianot a word said aboutIn.
stitution. It has often been observed ‘that a coach and
four could be driven throvgh most of tho Laws on our
Statuto Book ; butitappears ta mo that thero isa suffi-
cient openingintho Actto admita coach and any num-
ber of horsos.

Thu practical result of this onnctmont would amount
to tho following, it carried out to its full and permissible
extent. A clergyman might be inducted by some one,
it is immaterial, it appears, by whom, into a Church.
‘This I presume, would ontitle him 1o call tho Chiurch
his own~—ta look upon the desk and the pulpit and tho
space about the building, as is own exclusiva proper.
ty for tho.timo being; and yet not ono word is said
about the oblization to caro for the souls of those as-
sembling for the purposo of divine worship. He wonld
bo undor no obligation whatever 1o read the servico of
the Church, or to preach to the peoploj and still his
induction must bo a sufficient bar to the legal appoint-
ment of any other.  Such a result I freely admit was
nover contemplated by tho framers and compilers of
the Revised Statutes; but following ¢ the arders and
constitutions of the Church of England,” which Iam
plad to porcoive are acknowledged to be astive prin.
ciples in the clause under discussion, Icannot well con-
ccive how the consequences just spocified could possibly
be avoided,

Tho fact is, a grave error has been committed in the

wording of the first part of tho Statute, and it has ovi-
dently arisen from some- migapprobension and mistake
in refurence to the meaning of the.term * inducted,” or
possibly from sofne very culpable inattention to the
differenco between induction and institution. By the
ccclesiastical law of England, which altbough notin
forco here isstill a very good guide int matters of great
nicety, Institution sefers solely to the cure of souls,
aud is grauted by the Bisbop or some one acting by his
authority, as tho chief Pastor in the Diocese. * Z'e
Clerk, by instilution kar the cure of souls commilted to
kim, and is answeralle for any neylect in this point.’—
“ But he cannot grant or let titles, ner sue for repts.”
Vade Mecum, vol.i.p. 81, Joduction on tho other
band, bas reference eolely 1o the temporalities of the
Parish or Churcb. Induction gives a Clergyman ful}
and bona fide possession of all glebes andlands, par-
sonage houso ard grounds and premises, and all other
properties connected with or under the contronl of the
congregation. Hence the act of Induction bas hither
to been very properly performed in this Province by
the Licut. Governor, qr some ono acting under his
mandate, beeause he is the Representative of Her Ma-
jesty, who as the femporal head of the Church, is the
legitimate trusteo and conservator of all church proper
ty within her jurjsdiction. Hence therefore a Clergy-
man in erder to ba an efficient and responsible Rector
of any Parish ooght to be instituted, as well as inducted,
both are absolutely ueceseary. I conceive tho oversight
of this important fact to be & very grave and serous
omission in tiie Revited Act. It may In finure lead to
vesults swhich are not even dreamed of now, but shich
circumstances of time and place may represent as the
natural and necessary consequence of a razular succes-
sion of cause and effect. I woull therefore strongly
urgoe upon influcntial men among the laity the neces-
sity of making the requisilo alteration in the Statuta,
and to make its provisions as far as posible, conforma.
ble-to the orders and constitufion of the Church of
England.

“ Skall be inducted,"—theso words seem to imply a
tene of authority or command addressed by somebody
to eomebody clse. If taken in connection with'what
bas been just explained above, they must mean that
any congregation who shall chosss a cloruyman may

him, and that is Excehiency has neither tho choieo of
appraval nor the power of refusal.  Ilo must comply
This, to say tho least of it is notn very respect{ul atti.
tudo to assume towards the Reprezentative of our
Queen; althongh at the same tima it must be ndmitted
that the Church hasalways considered it an advantaze
to have it in her power to induco persons in awthoxity
to do their duty. It the mode of cffecting her purpose
is not in this instanco in the best possiblo taste, T suby
mit that tho Lieut, Governor bas hisself to blome for
it, for ho was a party to tho passing of tha Act under
discussion.  And who can blams a man for passing an
Act 10 compel himsolf tado hisduty ¢ Many morz be-
sides ITis Excelloncy would find this to be an advgg.
tage. CRITO.
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" COLONIAL CHURCH AND $CHOOL SOCIETY.

O

We bave been favoured witk a copy of the Six-
teenth Annual Roport of the procecdings of this Socie-
ty, embracing interesting details of ity operations in tho
North Awmerican Celonice, East and West Indies,
Afrien, Australia, Ching, and the Continent of Euyope.
Tho Agentsof the Socisty are—

23 Clorgymen,
80 Catecbists and Schoolmasters,
28 Femals Teachors.  Total, 131

The Day and Sunday Schools aro 81; tho Sunday,
only, 40. Tolal, 121,

# Tho income of the Socioly for the year ending
March 81st, 18532, dorived from tho following sources.
has beon as under:—

1. llomr RkoEIPTS.—~ Associations,

subseriptions, donations, &e. £3212 10 ¢

2. RemrrTAaNces from the Colonies, 215 7 &8
3. CorouiaL Foxps, raised and ox-

pended in the Colonics, 2,671 6 &

£8,160 4 5

# YWhen itisremembered that the homareceipts of the
year 1850-561, amounting to 5.717L, included upwards
af 1,300/, in special donations for effecting tho union of
the two Sovieties, it will bo evident that tho ordinary
resources of the Society aro considerably cnlargee —
Anotber feature worthy of attention is tho ipcreas 1
propogtion whichthe fumds faised in the Colonies bea
to the contributions from the -mother country, a sure
proof that the work of the Society is more-fully pppre-
ciated by our-colonial fellow-countrymen.

* On the whole, the position of the Socicty is such as
to warrant a conviction, that its cause is taking deeper
root in the affections of the Christian public, and that o
more exteuded knowledge of its claims is alono needed.
to socure an Increased eivasure of support at home,and
a progrestive enlargement of its missionary operaticns
in the British Colonics.”

I¢ appexss by the Report; that the Society s re-
solved, with God's help, to enter vigorously upon tho
wide ficld open before it.  YWhile we can never ceass
to fael, and thankfully {o assert, tho vast obligation
under which these Colonies lie, to the Venorabdle So-
ciety . Q. F. P. (tha mother of 2} other Missionary
Soaietics) for the fostering care of u centuryand ¢ half ;
and whilo we have always thonght it a pity, that one
Treasury and-one Management coulil not be made to
answer for the offerings of the whole Church to the
cause of Missions,—still, if this cannetbo en, and the
labouress 2ro all to work under one head, so that there be
# no strife botween the herdmen of Lot and those of
Abraliam,”—then, surely, we may welcome fresh hands
into that ficld, whore, after all that both Scoicties have
done, ar can do, itstill remains true that# the harvestis
pleateous and the labourérs are fuw®  For such har-
monious action, Episcopal patronage, and supervision,
would scem 1o be a sufficient goarantee. There is,
however, onc splhcre of most important usefulness, es-
-pecially open to the new Soiiety, and of necessity a-
bandoned long since by the old, (afice much good had
been accomplished,) namely, the establishment of
Schools, along our destitutashores. In thisdepartment
incalculablo good has already been done by the Colo-
nfal Church Socicty, and the most pressing demands
aro daily mado for the continuance and the increase of
its exertions. Many of the schools heretoforo esta-
Dlished are without teachers, and many siew applieca-
tions must, for tho same cause, remain ungranted.
Thero never can bo a due supply of proper teachers
without a TrarxiNG Scrroor, which it will be seen it
is tbodesire of the Society to establish. Such an in-
stitution bas been ropeatedly urged upou the Legiela~
turo-of tho Provinco, by Mv. Pawsen, the enlightencd
aud-talented Superintendent of Fducation, gnd it forms
a prominent part of that improved svstem for the train-

peremptorily call upon the Licnt. Governor to induct | ingof the youth of our cquntry, which, like other in-




