T30 THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

contribute at lenst $400 with o manso; ! liberality. That there is need of work
the averago rato per family must not be | in this direction will be manifest from
less than $7, Taking these two terms | tho following facts : (a} Five of ourcon

for granted what sum would be needed | gregations last yeav pnid at the rate of
o start the scheme. Last year wo had | §2.00 per family or less, () Eleven vary
145 zottled charges, Supporsing all placed | botween £2.00 and £4.00. (¢) We find
on the platform, the t..cuu. reyuired | congregations having between 200 and
would be £6301 or 33§ cts. per family of . 300 families contributing between $300
our Church. Suppose ve include vacant | and §500 for support of ordinances. Some
chiarges, total 172, Tlace allon theiplat- | one will eny lot thre presbyteries attend
form and the wmount nucied would be y to this matter; unfortunately the presby-
$80SU or 43} cts, per family., The pro- | teiics are wot doing it. Some of these
bable amount neceded suppuse all to quali- | congregations were raising more six years
{y ai once would nol be moco than $7500 | ago than to-day. It is proposed that the
or 374 cts. per family. Is this an impos- , Supplementing Committee do this work
sible sun? Surcly not; last year we | through the presbyteries..

raised 50 cts. per family. for Foreign Mis- Sec. V fixes the minimum rate of con.
sions. Some of our presbyteries raised | tribution per family at $7.00. This is
nearly the required amount under the | taken from our present scheme. It rests
old plan, In 1876 the Supplementing , on the principle that in ordinary circup.
TComnittes voted $7330, and, while they | stances o congregation of 100 familes
did not anticipate the expeudituro of the | should e self sustaining, It means that
whole sum appropriated, they named | our families on an average shiould lay
$6500 (or $100 moro thah vwould have | asido not less than 13} ets. per week for
worked the scheme last year) asabsolute- , gospel support.. Or suppose the average
ly necessary. It will bo further noted , income of the families of a congregatior
that soveral years must elapse before the | to be $350 (about laborers wages) then it
Church will «..ne upto the condition as ; means that 1-50 of the income be set apart
o whole, meanwhile the sum needed will | for the support of the gowpel. Is this
be leds than that above named. ' an unreasonable sacrifice ?

Section IIT, *That the Supplementing Sec. VI provides a minimum rate of
Board ghall, through the presbytones, | entrance on thespart of the congregation,
endeavor to call forth the hberality of | The sum required is $400 with & manse.
our congregaticas so &s to secure at least | Suppose a threefold platform to bozdopt-
the minimum stipend.” This provision | ed chen it might be arranged as follows :
is intended to nice. one of the weak points ; §350,.3500 and §650 to gam the salaries
of our present system. Some of our con- | of $600, $700 and $800. In which case
gregations which are sufficiently strong | the rates per fanuly might be setat $5.00,
to raisc an adequate salavy neglect to do | $7.50 and $10.00 respectively. This lat-
50, ou. present scheme diops these out of | tor-arrangement might dunnish to some
consideration. Now it is quite right that | degree the amounnt used to in the
the committee shonld not waste money | scheme. '
on such-cases, but quite-wrong that they Sec. VII to which somne opposition has
should be neglected. VWhen thecommit- | been expressed is: *That the Supple-
tee drops the congregation, the congve- | menting Board make an annual estimate
gation is very apt to.drop the committec. | of the sum necessary to secure 2l} our
8action 1V provides that all congregations | Ministers the mimimum stipend, divide
not payjug the minimum stipend be a | said sum-cquitably among:the Presbyter-
chargo to the committee, the weaker to | ies- of the Church and through the
be aided by grants, the stronger to be | Presbytenesendeavortosecure guarantees
taught the firat principles of christian ' for the same. from Congregations.” It
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