
304

SIGURD THE HERO.

IN4 '1'O CIKAI'TERS.

Sigurd I'ouglit tîli lie could scarce stand or wvield bis
axe. Many a cruel %vouild weakencd bim, bis eyes -grc%
dima, bis hand uinsteady, his blou~s untcertini. I-le cuuld
do no more. ]'be .w fell from hib grablp, anîd lie reeictd
back.

As lie did bo tlierc rose, loud abovc t.be wind and
above the bowling of tic %volves, a cr3' wbicb caused Sig-
urd to start once more to li, fect, and Uic mild heasts to
pause nîiidwa.y iii tbeir inortal onslauglit.

It was tbc deep.nîiouitli..i voiLe (if a dug, aind nextil. 
menti a Iluge miastiff dasbced froni out. of thc tbickci. and
ftastened on tie ilîroat of the forenios. %olf.

1 t wvas Sigurd'h own n atcb dug Thuor, %.% iun :oince deir
band liad loosed froîîî lus chain and sent forth irato the
f'orcst to guard and nîaybe save his inuster.

Ai. tbe siglit of tic great chamapion, and ai. saund of
bis bark, tbc cowardly %volves otie by one slutîk sullenly
back into tic woods, and Sigurd fcIt that lie was saved.

A joyous îîîceting %vis that between gallant miaster and
-,allant hound.

"Tbl'or, raî brave dag,- cried Sigurd, «lis i. to thce.
theua, I Owe Iiîy life--ill' brotbcr's lire?
Yct nat to thee so, ntuc as ta the fauir
lady wbo sent tbee, a riessenger of 1
love and lire to Ille. Th'anks, Th'lor,
tbanks lady', thanks nios. to God. Now
shail 1 reacli Nifiliciini evera yet."

Thor wagged blis grcat tail and 4/~
barked joyfully ira answer.

Ail that nighi. Sigurd lay secure,
wvatched over b>' the s Tels lhor
whose hones. bark wvas the svectest
music that ever lulcd a biero ta repose.

CHAI>IER Il.

For two days Sîgurd trudged safcly
onward throtigh thai. dense forest, -

with Th'lor, tic dog. heside hiirai. The
wvay wvas liard and paîraful, and the
liero*s fluibs, îîow bis oîily support,
craslied wearily throujgh tic ihickcts
But, fiuint and Mweary titougli lie wvas, ~/5
bis bold hie.irtii adtic tliouigl or lus
broubier carricd hii ulirougli.-

Four days lîad coi-n anîd gone silice
lit quitted the *rower of the North.
We'st. Wind, aîid ira tlircc more uîrl f' q
wvould citlier bc Nivcd or sliiin .Sigurd,
as lie thought of ii. strode si.erzîly for-
waird anad slîut lius cars ta ail tic back.
ward voices.

And, ivitli *Tbor ai. lus sidc-, il dai* ,-

ger from tic %volves scmed ai. an end. ~~'
As the i.wo prssd on iany a distanit ;. *lîowl feul on tiacir cars, niany a gazit
forni siolc oui. frouin ailoîîg the rccsi/
ta gaize ai. iliciii, atid thien steil back. SJ '

*I'io's laonsi bark carricd panîic 7'
inîorng those miecl liardes, wlîîlc ht
comfor.cd tic licari. of Sigurd.

For tivo days, wuvthoui. sleep, withoui.
rcst, wihout proper food, tlic licro "TlF SOI.

walked on, till, on the f~irth n-orning abter quitting luis
castle, tbe liglit broke ira atnotg the mres, the wood-
mnar's cîteerful axe resounded tlurougbi tlue glades, the
angry bowling souîîdcd far beliinid, and Sigurd knew lie
ivas on tic otlier side or the fores.

In onc day lie would rcacb Jockjcn, arad scarce i.wo
liaurs' mnarci bcyond jockjcîî iay Nifllbcimi.

Thlor seetned ta guess lus nuaster's mid, and %vith a
luopeful l>ark boujnded forv.,ird. But Sigurd rcgarded lus
coraîpanion sadly and doubtfuily. Hle called lirai ta in,
caressed laini lov'ingly, and said,

"(ood 'lhor, tîou hast been like a niessenger froam
(;od to bring mie tîrougli this wood. Alas! thdat we
mi.s part.',

*rhor stopped short abs lie beaird these labt wordb, uad
rauoaned piiteously.

",Ves, guod Thor," said thc hero, &-idly, "lfor 1 cannot
li',c anuUucr day witbou. setiding a message ta mny lady
tha. 1 arai safé, tlîaîks ta lier atnd thee."

''lie dog, iwho seenaied to utiderstaaadl t ill, lookcd up
iii bliS rlabter's face b)e!eecbiigily, as if to persuade lîim
agauast lus resah'e.

Tledatnger zîoi is past," said Sigurd. "No wvolves
liauint the forest bci.wix. lare and jockjcn, and in the
i.owra di> presence may discover nie. Sa haste back,
good 'lihor, to my lady wiuli t!iis may tisae
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