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There was quito a little bustle in the banks
ariog tho carly part of last week, and com-
Lercial financing was temporacily hiisk,  The
iyments on the fow th wue not so well wot
could have been wizhed, and the oxtia
Xne\mls and part tenenals, added to « regular
emands for dizcounts, which was the heaviest
ith whicn any month since November has
weoed, caused quate a call upon the banks;
Rt it was met by them with seeming case aud
ilingness.  The volume of paper passed ian
4 to Wednesday was certainly heavy for this
.{dy period in the spring; but since hen the
Cfnand on the banks has steadily cased off,
1 this week opens about normnd, or, if any-
ing, below that s.ate. Considerable fuads
[

o'd have been used for outside tiarsactions
&t comsidered commereial, but for <uch pur-
ses they were diflicult to obtain at the 1auks.
F stes of discount are uuchanged, heing § p
-aat for first-class paper, 9 to 1G for ordinary,
ad 10 to 12 for ircegular discounts and one.
me paper.  Although woney is none too free
alpresmt in the cast, it is thought thut theve
il be no diffienlty in scewing plenty of fuads
¢ the increased discount demand which will
tarally set in with April.  In ccal estate
thas, the complaint that nearly all tiansactions
esuall is still heard; but applications have
n quite nuamerous dwing the past ten days,
e fitm which attends to such auantactions
sporting their fees for Febiuary heavier than
Rrany month since last summer. A few com-
anies who have troublesome Loom lvans on
-ad are cereless about letting out more funds,
Wtotaers are exger and willing for business;
that loans on good improved property e
'%:ily obtained. Rates of interest still range
om $ to 10 per cent., and the latter is seldow
id except in cases of renewals,
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B| WIKNIPEG WHOLZSALE TRADE.

It has been rather diflicult to gt to the bot-
dan of facts in connection with Lrade affairs in
e city during the past week, owing to the
leitemenc cansed by the South Winnipeg elec
tion, and the wholesate interests have been
: reor less disturbed by that civewestance.
A8 far as facts could Le reached, it would seem
v, Bt there has been a slight improtement gene-
~ gally, and an increasing activity in spring goods
s, The improvement has been cousider.
e in connection with some lines of season
s, and the steady spring busiress mey now
Iglocked for in these. In goods of everyday
sumpt there nes also been o hetter fecling ;
d if sales have not greatly increased, the
mber of covniry merchants who have been
the city aud making iuquiries about goods
g;%:spromicc of a liberal business duving the
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Awnce of March., Even in lines connected
th building and  ountdoor contiact work
] ;'* te have been indications of caily unprove-
ugnt; and should mi'd weather continde. the
viries now heing made will soon take the
2ape of traveuctions, The lowering of freight
s on the all-rai' route from the cast has
father a checking effect wpon some lines of
vy goods. as intending purchasers ave in.
ed 10 hold off a jittlo in hope of securing
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slightly lower figuves. But us no advances on
sceount of winter freight have been nade in
alwmost any line dwing the winter, and  prices
of all goodsare inclined tostiffen friom this
onward, the hopes of reductions ave likely
o meet with disappeintrent. The repat from
collections does not give tae sawe encourage.
ment as that fiom gddes. The fomrth did not
show anytbing like as satisfactory results ns
the fourth of Felauary, and cash 1eturns nave
ot bheen as fice as conld be wished, ov cven
migrt be expected,  Stilly quite a aumber of
houses repor! collections satisfactory, so that
the average «ll 1ound has not been dizeomag-
ing. Altogether the week has not been a very
vright one ; but it has showa that we are enter.
ing upon whet will donbtless prove an extended
period of rctivity in sales.
AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY,

The meeting of the Farmers’ Convention, held
in the city during the past week, brought in
quite a numbec of people from the country ;
but it does not seem to have added materially
to sales in this trade, Dealers have had any
number of inguirivs after goods; hut they
“ave had little else, and ntending purcharery
are very slow aad cuntions about investing.
Tie week's Lusiners has been contined to avery
limited sale of machines for spring use.  Col-
lections are moving about the same as they
have been for gome weeks past, but so fiec as
they should be,

BOOTS AND SHOES.,

Busiuess has enlivened quite a little in this
braach dwing the week, and spring’s activity
has saitly commencad.  Wholesalers ate busy
sending out oiders taken last month, winle
fresh demands ave duily comiug in. Collections
falliug due have rot amonnted to enough upon
which to basc a report ; but the tiade altoge-
ther is in a very satisfactory condition.

CLOTHING.

There is very litthe improvement to note in
connechior with this vrude during the week.
The shipping out of goods seld duing the past
wonth bas been going on, but very few new
ovders were teceived. Improvement is now
looked for, and with continued mild weatier
will no doubt soonset in. ‘'Lhe repurt on col-
lections 1s caiher nnxed, varyng trom good to
very ansatisfactory. Tne average is oaly faw,

CROCKERY AND GLASSWARE,

Al' is quietness in this trade at preseni, wnd
spring business has not opened up yet. There
e symptoms of some zetivity further oun in
the mouth ; but spring will be fairly opeted up
hefore there is any rush. No complaints are
being made about collections, the vepart being

good, :
DRUGS AND CHEMICALS,

Although there has been a little impiovement
in this tiade, matteis are still mather quiet;
but more stiv is expected us spring advances,
Collections are repos ted moderately good.

DRY GOODS.

In this staple branch it may be said vhat the
sale of spring and summer wear has et iu;
but as yet the aggregate of goods disposed of
is not heavy. Buying is evidently going to be
done as cautiously as it wae lust year, and in
anything outeide of staple lines purchusers will

not move until the spicit compels them,  Still,
quite a hesvy volume of rales is anticiputed
during the bilavee of tne month, Collections
have not been so free ag they might, and this
fact kas made wholesalers less nuxious to awell
the number of sales by pushing.

FANMCY GOODS AND SMALLWARFS, .

These is stil' no real activity in this trade,
although a scatterved, irregular business bhas
prevented actual quietuess daring the past
weck,  With a continuance of the preseut mild
weather a vepid improvement is looked for,
and its influence for pood has already been
slightly felt, The report fiom collections is
not 6 good as it might be, although not actu-
ally vad.

FIRN.

Tiiere has been a lively local demand for
s.eall lots of fresh fish, and a few car-lots have
heen shipped to points south, The mild wea.
ther has made holders of stocks & little more
anxious to sell, and prices hove been easier.
Cuar-lots of white-fish have been offered as low
ar 41c, although prime lots are stil! held at 5c.
Jack-tish have been offered in car-lots at 2 to
2fe, and small lots at 23 to 3e. Smoll lots of
white fish range from 33 to 6c. Oysters are
unchange.l in price : Standards, 39 to 35¢;
selects, 40 to 45¢.

FRUIT.

Thete has been a fair business in this Jine
duting  he pasi week, while collections are
reportea good.  The most noteworthy feature
I8 the upwrd tendency of apples. Prices are
as follows : Apples, 25 to 6 a bbl; Messina
oranges, S5 10 3.30 a hox; lemons, £4 30 to
3 505 Malaga grapes, §7.50 to S a bbl; Eleme
fize, in boxes, 16 to 20¢ pes th; Malaga figs, in
1.41h boxes, 11 to 13c¢; praues, in kegs $7.30 to
S; and in 301b hoxes, 8 to Sie per Il golden
dates, in 50b boxes, 10c¢; vaising and currants,
unchanged.

FUEL.

Mild weather hus had a bad effect on this
tiade, and last week was a very quiet one.
Some holders of stocks of poplar have been
eager to sell, and ruaed lots weie offered in
the city at $2.50 to 3; wmaiac is scaree, and is
held at $4.50 to 4.73 delivered. Coal is uu.
changed in psice, quotations, deliveired, being :
Autbracite, 812 bituminocus, §9 tov 1050 ;
Saskatchewan, §7.50

FURNITURE,

There is still u quict veport from this trade,
and the wholesale otders shipped during the
past week would not ieach a couple ot car-
loads. Collections are also repovted {2 fiom
sstisfactory.

GROCERIES.

Very little improvement has been made in
this staple trade dming the week.  Anunusual
number of country merchants being in the city,
safes show an incrcase oves those of the pre-
vious week: and but for the dead siate of the
city, the gioss aggregate would have been quite
encouraging. Collections are still reported
vather slow. Prices of goods are unchauged;
but theecent reduced freights from the cast
have caused an easier fecling., Quotations are
as follows: Sugars— Yellows, G} to 7¢; graunu-
Inted, 8 to S8ic ; Paris lnnps 10¢ and a further
advanco js still looked for. Coffes and Teas



